
 

   January 2015 Issue 005 New Year Greetings from ECHO East Africa – Celebrating the past year and new year! 
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Upcoming Events: 
Permaculture Design Course 
Presented by FoodWaterShelter 
Jan 25-Feb 5, 2015 Arusha 
English! 
Details Here! 

 
Creation Care & Farming  
God’s Way training 
2

nd
-6

th
 Feb, 2015  

Kijabe, Kenya 
Contact: adminkenya@ 
careofcreation.org 
 
PEF Smallscale Post  
Harvest Handling  
Technologies Short Course 
– 23

rd
-27

th
 Feb, 2015 

View online at:  
http://postharvest.org 
 

 
DO YOU WISH TO  
ANNOUNCE TRAINING? 
 LET US KNOW AND WE  
WILL POST IT ON  
ECHOcommunity.org  
 East Africa Blog 
 

ECHO East Africa Highlands Symposium in Bujumbura 

During the last week of October, over 100 individuals from eight different nations 

gathered in Bujumbura, Burundi to discuss best practices in highland areas. The 

three day event included plenary talks during the morning and break-out sessions 

during the afternoons. An optional fourth day activity included visiting local farmer 

field schools and a village savings and loan group. Several of the broad topics were: 

  
 

Cover Cropping in Highland Equatorial 
Regions 

Farmer Managed Natural 
Regeneration 

Conservation Agriculture in Rwanda Beekeeping, a value-chain approach 

Newcastle Disease Control & Rural 
Poultry 

A Biblical Basis to Motivate Rural 
Change 

Soil and Water Conservation and 
GM/CC's 

Lessons Learned Working with 
Returnees 

Initiatives to mitigate banana diseases 
in the Great Lakes Region 

Putting God back into the Center of 
Africa's Environ. & Ag Crisis 

Interactive radio and social media to 
impact youth agricultural knowledge 

Enhancing control and use of quality 
seed potatoes 

Famer Field Schools in Burundi Simple Ways to Preserve Fruits 

System of Rice Intensification Growing Potatoes at Lower Altitudes 

 

ECHO is grateful for everyone who attended the symposium. We look forward to 

hosting similar networking events in the future! If you have photos or stories from 

the event, please share via ekinsey@echonet.org or at www.echocommunity.org 

ECHO EAST AFRICA 
(REGIONAL IMPACT CENTER) 
NEWSLETTER 

http://www.foodwatershelter.org.au/pdc.aspx
mailto:ekinsey@echonet.org
http://www.echocommunity.org/


 
 

Are you having trouble using 
the ECHO website? 
Check out our basic tutorial 
here. 
 
Appreciation: James Lee  

 
In late May, ECHO East Africa 
received its third intern from 
the ECHO Florida internship 
program. James studied 
horticulture at the University of 
Georgia, USA and worked for a 
year on an organic farm before 
joining the ECHO team as an 
intern in 2013 where he worked 
at ECHO Florida’s farm. Since 
June he worked at the East 
Africa Impact Center to further 
maintain the seed bank along 
with assisting with many daily 
task of correspondence and 
improving ECHO’s service to the 
public. THANK YOU, JAMES!! 
 
 
 
 

Gloria Kafuria on the left and 
Happy Martin on the right 
recently joined ECHO East 
Africa’s team to implement the 
new IDIN Project which 
promotes innovation design 
and dissemination in northern 
Tanzania. In the photo, they 
work with an international 
design student, Elliot Avila to 
modify an avocado oil press. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

The ECHO Biennial Symposium on Sustainable Agriculture will be held from 3rd - 5th 

February, 2015 at the Naura Springs Hotel, Arusha. Read more: Please Click Here to 

Learn More about our Arusha Symposium!    

Scholarship Fund: A new scholarship fund has been set up to enable more women 

to attend ECHO Training events in East Africa. This fund, a gift in memory of 

Meredith Murnyak who worked for two decades in Tanzania promoting small 

farmer livelihood improvements will begin offering waivers to symposiums at the 

upcoming ECHO East Africa Symposium in Arusha. Eligible women are those who 

could not otherwise attend, priority given to frontline extension workers. Apply 

through ECHO by emailing the director: ekinsey@echonet.org 

 
NEW RESOURCES: 

Symposium Presentations Available Now: During the symposium, we were able to 

collect many of the presentations and make them available to our network online!  

The presentations are available for viewing through ECHOcommunity.org. Even if 

you did not attend the symposium, you are welcome to view the 2014 Highland 

Symposium Presentations. You must be signed in as a member to download or 

view the files.  Not a member yet of ECHOcommunity? CLICK HERE to Join!  ECHO 

East Africa staff are currently finishing two documents which you can access this 

month on ECHOcommunity:  East Africa Note #4 on Wild Foods, and East Africa 

Note #5 on Orange-fleshed Sweet Potatoes and Maize Lethal Necrotic Disease. 

Look forward to these. 

ECHO EAST AFRICA NEWS 

ECHO Consultancy with the Nature Conservancy: ECHO was engaged to do a 

Feasibility Study to improve livelihoods through agricultural production and fishing 

by reducing sedimentation from erosion which is destroying fish breeding areas, 

and to arrest the unsustainable farming practices along the shore of Africa’s 

deepest lake, Lake Tanganyika. The target villages lie near to Mahale Mountains 

National Park, home to over 3,000 chimpanzees and where the diversity in the fish 

species in the lake is best maintained through restrictions on fishing. In September 

2014 ECHO developed a Scope of Work and was subsequently selected to 

implement it, to train 350 farmers in six villages how to reduce erosion through 

sustainable farming practices, to set up model farms and  mobilize demonstration 

farmers. Together with MIBOS, a Kigoma-based NGO and TNC’s Tuungane Project 

staff work commenced in October for three weeks in the six targeted villages to 

establish contours in fields, conservation agriculture demo plots, farmer managed 

natural regeneration, kitchen gardens and vaccinations against Newcastle Disease 

in village chickens. The villagers enthusiastically received knowledge and skills and 

have committed to scaling up Follow up will continue for the next six months. 

http://www.echocommunity.org/link.asp?e=avannocker@echonet.org&job=892496&ymlink=1429238&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fechocommunity%2Esite%2Dym%2Ecom%2F%3FECTutorial
http://www.echocommunity.org/link.asp?e=avannocker@echonet.org&job=892496&ymlink=1429238&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fechocommunity%2Esite%2Dym%2Ecom%2F%3FECTutorial
http://www.echocommunity.org/?EASymposium2015
http://www.echocommunity.org/?EASymposium2015
http://www.echocommunity.org/?EASymposium2015
mailto:ekinsey@echonet.org
https://echocommunity.site-ym.com/general/register_member_type.asp?


 
 
 
 
 
ECHO East Africa wants to 
know what types of seeds you 
would like to see available in 
the region! Tell us your ideas 
and discuss seeds on the 
online forum: HERE 
 
JOIN ECHOcommunity.org for 

FREE 
If you are not already a 

member, we extend a 

welcome to each of you to 

become a member 

of www.ECHOcommunity.org 

After joining our online 

network, you can access 

many downloadable 

resources that relate to 

organic agriculture and the 

transition to low-external 

input sustainable agriculture. 

It is our hope that you might 

also share your knowledge in 

the interactive forums, 

benefit from our extensive 

educational publications, and 

find colleagues and potential 

partners working in your 

region. Karibunisana 

(WELCOME!  

www.ECHOcommunity.org 

www.echonet.org 

 

 
ECHO East Africa’s growing 
team wishes you blessed 
holidays and new year 2015!! 
 

  
 

ECHO work in NE Uganda: Last month ECHO supported a Conservation Agriculture 

workshop in Kotido District (below). The participants pause for a photo on the left, 

and at right establish a demonstration plot with sorghum and cowpeas, local 

staples. 

 

 
ECHO has also supported the TOGETHER Project in Karamoja, NE Uganda through a 

2nd pilot ECF campaign in seven villages of Kacheri subcounty. A night-time video 

show (photo above left) was attended by hundreds. Early the next morning, people 

had arrived with their selected calves, two – three per family, ready for the 

vaccination to commence(photo above right). Calves were weighed, body 

temperature measured, de-wormed, inoculated with live vaccine, treated with 

long-acting antibiotic, eartagged, and recorded. They have obtained livelong 

immunity to East Coast Fever which normally takes the lives of 50% of the calves 

yearly. ECHO has had the privilege of involvement in this effort which has 

pioneered introduction of ECF Immunization. Last year’s pilot was very successful, 

and this campaign was a follow-up, while hoping that it would obtain the notice of 

other well-funded projects in Karamoja where one fifth of the national herds are 

kept on one eighth of the land mass. USAID-funded Mercy Corps recently has 

https://echocommunity.site-ym.com/forums/Posts.aspx?topic=726947
http://www.echocommunity.org/
http://www.echocommunity.org/
http://www.echonet.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 

ECHO East Africa News 
 

Edited By: Erwin Kinsey 
 Charles (Bonny) Bonaventure 

and Gloria Kafuria 
 
 
 

indicated its interest to expand region-wide both the Newcastle Disease control 

through eye-drop vaccinations, and East Coast Fever immunization through this 

method. Thus, a sort of ‘ripple effect’ of the pilot efforts is to occur, a dream 

realized in ECHO’s hope for this neglected region. 

   
Conservation agriculture promotion:  ECHO continues to promote CA in the region 

through symposiums, through participation in MCC/CFGB’s green manure/cover 

crop workshop in August, participating in Tanzania’s national task force (above 

left), supporting farmers with seeds (above right), coordinating the Arusha CA 

Forum which in December hosted Ken Giller, reknown soil scientist from 

Wagenigen University, and attending other regional workshops. ECHO’s seedbank 

has some new accessions of GM/CCs available to those who visit. We do not yet 

have modalities for shipping these seeds within the region.  

ECHO – IDIN Collaboration: The International Design Innovation Network recently 

selected ECHO East Africa to implement a three-year project to support innovation 

design  adapted from needs of rural communities in the northern zone of Tanzania. 

The project supports initiatives which were begun with the Innovation Design 

Development Summit held in Arusha, Tanzania in July this year, and will support a 

number of follow-on activities including prototype development, dissemination of 

new technologies, young scientists from abroad and within Tanzania to seek to  

       
 

impact the plight of rural families. As a result, ECHO has hired two new staff and 

will be able to develop further its own Appropriate Technology demonstration area 

and classroom with a well-equipped library and computers for use by visitors. 

 

 

 
  

 


