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Recent Happenings

LEAD Asia Community of Practice

Rebecca and Wah participated in and helped to facilitate the LEAD Asia Community of Prac-
tice Conference about the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals from May 16 – 20, 2016, in 
Bangkok, while exploring the interaction of language, education, and development, especially 
among minority language groups.  In addition, they were able to network with the organizers 
and attendees and share about ECHO’s mission. 

Networking in China

Abram visited Hainan and Chengdu, China, from May 6-14, to meet with network members, 
to discuss upcoming potential collaboration and networking eff orts, and then to help facilitate 
a 2-day training event for 17 workers in China who are either working in or exploring work in 
agriculture and community development.  It was a great networking and training event. From 
there, he visited Taiwan and several old and new network members, as well as members of 
the Taiwan Agricultural Missions Fellowship to discuss future collaboration and training op-
portunities. ECHO Asia translates into Mandarin and currently off ers 28 Mandarin Asia Notes, 
is translating the Natural Farming Cartoon into 
Mandarin, and is hoping to host a workshop in 
China in the future.

ECHO Asia’s New Coff ee Network

As a part of our eff ort to more strategically assist 
ECHO Asia network members working in coff ee – 
with the expertise of ECHO Asia Senior Technical 
Advisor, Q-grader for Arabica and Robusta cof-
fee, and SCAA certifi ed coff ee cupper, Zachary 
Price – ECHO Asia launched a “Coff ee Network” 
in March 2016. Zach has been staying busy at-
tending various events and trainings as part of 
his continued education through the SCAA and 
in preparation for him becoming a SCAA trainer.

Are you an ECHO Asia network member working 
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with coff ee and looking for further technical training in growing or processing, assistance in 
grading your coff ee, or looking to network with similar organizations and individuals in Asia? 
In order to build this network, ECHO Asia would like to identify interested individuals and have 
them sign up for the ECHO Asia Coff ee Network. This network will be contacted for upcoming 
trainings and events, receive fi rst notice of availability for coff ee consultations from ECHO, 
and connect with other organizations doing similar work and facing similar challenges in Asia. 
To sign up for this network, please fi ll this form out today!

Second ECHO Asia Coff ee Cupping

ECHO Asia hosted its second coff ee cupping on May 24, 2016, at the Torch Coff ee Lab, lo-
cated at the second fl oor of Omnia Café and Roastery in Chiang Mai, Thailand. Zachary Price 
led the event, whose purpose was to host a small gathering of interested individuals in order to 
share knowledge and skills needed for evaluating coff ee. Each participant brought 100 grams 
of lightly roasted coff ee beans for the cupping in order to analyze their quality. It is a part of 
an overall eff ort of ECHO Asia to build a Coff ee Network and to extend technical knowledge 
to network members working in coff ee, through the expertise of Zachary Price, Q-Grader and 
SCAA certifi ed coff ee cupper.  If you are interested in being contacted about similar events 
in the future, read more about the “ECHO Asia Coff ee Network” above and sign up to be a 
member through this form, today! 

SRI Workshop

ECHO Asia, in collaboration with Fah Mui (a farmer from northern Thailand), organized a two-
day SRI workshop during June 8 – 9, at Fah Mui’s rice paddies in Chiang Rai province. 42 
participants from 5 countries (India, Thailand, Laos, Singapore, and USA) and 8 ECHO Asia 
staff  participated in the event, which included farmers, professors, and NGO workers sharing, 
teaching, seeing, and experiencing facets of SRI together. For the presentations from the 
event, see ECHOcommunity.org.

MCC Laos Training

From June 10th - 13th, 10 Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) Lao staff  joined ECHO Asia 
for a learning study tour. They visited three communities that our close partner UHDP works 
with in order to study agroforestry, Green Manure Cover Crops, relay cropping, and backyard 
agriculture; visited the ECHO Asia Seed Bank to observe the work and research that is taking 
place there; and spent time training with ECHO Asia staff  discussing natural resource man-
agement and participatory approaches to community development.

Alan Bum Agriculture School Visit

Five lecturers from the Alan Bum Agriculture School in Myanmar visited ECHO Asia and our 
Seed Bank from July 11 – 15.  The ECHO Asia staff  taught some important agriculture topics 
including: Modern Challenges for Smallholder Farmers, Value-Added Products, Neglected 
and Underutilized Plant Species & Their Importance for Nutrition, Lessons Learned from 
Small Farm Resource Centers and Their Role in Community Development, and Fruit and Hor-
ticultural Crops of High Value: Opportunities & Challenges. In addition to touring and learning 
about Seed Banking, they also visited agroforestry and relay cropping demonstrations in Pang 
Dang Nai village, in Chiang Dao.

GRET Training

ECHO Asia hosted 14 GRET (a French NGO focused on agroecology) members from Cambo-
dia, Laos, and Myanmar both at the offi  ce and at the Seed Bank from July 19 - 21, 2016. While 
with ECHO Asia, they received technical training on composting, home water fi lter systems, 
natural herbicides, natural pesticides, and biochar. They also learned more about ECHO Asia 
resources and discussed opportunities for future collaboration. 

Thailand Food and Health Event Representation

Boonsong and Chai attended the Thailand Food and Health event hosted by the Thai Health 
Promotion Organization at Rajabhat University in Chiang Rai from July 21 – 23, 2016. Over 
1,000 members were in attendance. In addition to networking, they contributed a booth for 
showcasing ECHO books and information as well as demonstrating appropriate seed saving 
technologies.

Coffee Cupping
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/10G3SLZ3eVH5yfTOxkcQfm3Nkhr8QXgOpXB2XmY4Nymk/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/10G3SLZ3eVH5yfTOxkcQfm3Nkhr8QXgOpXB2XmY4Nymk/viewform
https://www.echocommunity.org/en/resources/24b04505-2392-4936-adba-ea6edafd05d3
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Networking in Central Asia

Abram traveled to Yerevan and Spitak, Armenia, and Tbilisi, Georgia, from 22-29 of July in 
order to network with new and current members of ECHO Asia, provide training at the House 
of Esther, give a consultation for a Small Farm Resource Center, and scope the feasibility of 
hosting an ECHO Central Asia workshop in the future to serve the growing number of ECHO 
Asia network members in the region. Please continue to share about ECHO Asia and our 
services around Asia and point people to www.ECHOcommunity.org.

PMA Training

Ten representatives from the Pathein-Myaungmya Sgaw Kayin Baptist Association (PMA) of 
the Irrawaddy Delta region of Myanmar visited and studied at the Upland Holistic Develop-
ment Project (UHDP), ECHO Asia’s partner, for two months from August to September. ECHO 
Asia staff  had the opportunity to spend an entire week together with these PMA represen-
tatives to train and learn together. ECHO staff  taught on several topics, including: biochar, 
climate change resiliency, water fi ltration, seed saving systems and technologies, making 
natural pesticides and herbicides, how to conduct a seed swap, composting, and aquaculture 
- among others.

Disaggregated Research

Patrick Trail was instrumental in sending out 4 Green Manure Cover Crop (GMCC) kits to 
collaborators in Myanmar, Philippines, Bangladesh, and Cambodia for a new disaggregated 
research project, which began in August. In addition to these 4 ECHO Asia collaborators, the 
Seed Bank is conducting 4 replications, as is Partners Farm, and a collaborator in Nepal will 
be planting at the turn of the year. The goal of the research is to ascertain whether ECHO 
partners can eff ectively implement common research across multiple sites, thereby helping 
to verify various “options” that ECHO promotes. As part of the research, Patrick travelled to 
Cambodia from October 22-29 to visit one of the GMCC disaggregated research collabora-
tor’s site along with visits to other strategic ECHO Asia partners working in Cambodia. If you 
would like to be included in other such possible research studies, please contact us at echoa-
sia@echonet.org.

Lausanne Consultation on Creation Care for South Asia

Abram was a plenary speaker and helped lead breakout sessions at the Lausanne Consulta-
tion on Creation Care for South Asia from Sep. 13 – 16 in Kathmandu, Nepal, where over 90 
Church Leaders, NGO workers, and academics gathered to create a plan for the integration 
of Creation Care with the Gospel. Abram shared about the work of ECHO Asia, regional solu-
tions, and networked.  Additionally, he met with Medical Teams International, the co-host of 
the May 2017 Nepal Workshop.

Representation at the 7th International Crop Science Congress

Boonsong, the ECHO Asia Agriculture Program Manager, attended the 6th International Crop 
Science Congress in Beijing, China from August 15 – 19, 2016, where he networked and 
presented an ECHO Asia poster and the research fi ndings on Utilizing Coff ee Parchment for 
Daily Cattle Feed in Northern Thailand. Over 5,000 crop scientists and researchers globally 
attended the event.

ECHO Asia’s Involvement with WAGN PSU

ECHO Asia is a Co-PI on the WAGN (part of USAID’s Sustainable In-
tensifi cation Laboratory) grant through Pennsylvania State University 
with Dr. Ricky Bates as the Project PI. This project in Cambodia was 
accepted for four years of funding and ECHO Asia will begin working 
on this project along with other Co-PI’s in the Cambodia region, with 
ECHO Asia’s involvement focused on capacity building, training, and 
information dissemination. Abram and Boonsong worked with Kas-
etsart University in Bangkok (as part of the Sustainable Intensifi ca-
tion Laboratory (WAGN) grant with PI Ricky Bates) in June to share 
information, collect plant material, and send 39kg of 5 species of ne-
glected and utilized plants (NUS) to Kasetsart to analyze them for nutritional content. 
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International Blend Coff ee Workshop

Abram, Zach, and Patrick attended, networked, sold materials, and spoke at the International 
Blend Coff ee Workshop in Chiang Mai September 6-8. Zach taught on coff ee processing 
methodologies and Abram spoke on agronomics and ECHO Asia’s services.

ECHO Asia Staff  Retreat

The ECHO Asia team organized a staff  and family retreat from Sep. 23 – 25 at Mae Klang 
Luang Karen community homestay, Doi Inthanon National Park, Chiang Mai, to get to know 
new staff  members better and bid farewell to leaving staff .

UHDP 20th Anniversary

ECHO Asia welcomed back Rick and Ellen Burnette, who were in Thailand to celebrate the 
Upland Holistic Development Project’s (UHDP) 20th anniversary in October, and enjoyed a 
great time with them before, during, and after the celebration. 

China Consultation

Boonsong made a consultation trip to China to provide a 3-day consultation for a collaborator 
who has secured a plot of land on which to build a Small Farm Resource Center in order to 
better serve mainland Chinese who are receiving training in sustainable agriculture and natu-
ral farming. There is also much potential with this partner for hosting future trainings for China 
as well as establishing a seed bank by which ECHO Asia can distribute seeds to the mainland 
(which is currently not possible).

Mum’s Choice Training

The Seed Bank Staff , along with Rebecca, Patrick, and Karis, provided a 2-day training for 
Kachin women on sustainable backyard gardening in the outskirts of Chiang Mai Province in 
October.

Transform World Conference Involvement

Abram attended, spoke, and provided resources at the 5th Transform World  Conference in 
Bangkok, which brought together some 250 global leaders in world missions and transfor-
mational development October 24-27. Specifi cally, Abram acted as a resource person in the 
Poverty Challenge, sharing ECHO Asia materials.

Growing ECHO Asia Network

We are excited to announce that the ECHO Asia network has grown to more than 2,300 
members who join a global membership of 11,000+! Network members are individuals such 
as yourself (community development practitioners, NGO representatives, missionaries, or 
grassroots representatives) that are working to support smallholder farmers and the poor 
throughout the region, who’ve subscribed to receive information from ECHO Asia via ECHO-
community.org. ECHO Asia is grateful for your membership and participation - your experi-
ences and feedback not only help us provide better information and resources, but also allow 
other network members to learn from the work that you are doing. The more participation, the 
stronger the network becomes - share ECHO Asia with a friend or colleague and encourage 
them to sign up for a free membership on ECHOcommunity.org, today!  Please also note that 
regional movements are starting, and members can search for other members on ECHOcom-
munity.org by location as well as interests.

Comings and Goings 

Sangwan (Noi) Sapma

The ECHO Asia team was sad to bid farewell to Noi, having fi lled the role of “Communication 
and Event Coordinator,” at the offi  ce. Many of you may have interacted with her during the 
biennial conference in October, and she has been instrumental in keeping our Facebook and 
ECHOcommunity.org posts updated. Although no longer working for the offi  ce, Noi remains in 
Chiang Mai and occasionally comes by the offi  ce.

Staff Retreat
UHDP 20th Anniversary Celebration 
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Rebecca Garofano

We said farewell to Rebecca on October 12, after 3.5 years as the Offi  ce Manager. Rebecca 
arrived in Thailand in January, 2013, and was an integral part of the 2013 transition and then 
the subsequent growth of the ECHO Asia Team and network. Many of you interacted with 
Rebecca via email, at the offi  ce, while at conferences, and other events. Our prayers go with 
her and her husband, Patrick, as they move to the United States.

EarthCare New Zealand Volunteers

ECHO Asia welcomed Chloe Smith and Beth Goodwin in July and August, who are with the 
Earth Care Foundation based out of New Zealand. After visiting with community development 
and missional organizations in NE India and Cambodia, they came to Thailand to volunteer for 
a month at the Seed Bank while studying seed saving and natural farming.  

Patrick Trail

Patrick Trail joined the ECHO Asia team in July as a Technical Advisor for 6 months, and then 
will move into the position of Technical and Research Associate in January 2017. Patrick grew 
up as a missionary kid in Africa before completing his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in 
Agronomy at Virginia Tech and then completing an internship at ECHO Florida.

Elliot Carey

Elliot Carey, from Chiang Mai, started his gap year internship with ECHO Asia for 9 months 
in September. Elliot grew up in Chiang Mai and attended the Chiang Mai International School 
from 2004 until 2016. While with ECHO Asia, Elliot will be assisting the Seed Bank in facets 
of crop and seed production, will be engaged in various research projects, and will assist with 
the continued improvement of the ECHO Asia Facebook and Instagram pages.

Karis Lotze

Karis Lotze started as an ECHO Asia Technical Advisor on Sep 12. She has been learning 
Thai and then will be stationed at the Seed Bank for 6 months. Before coming to ECHO Asia, 
Karis was an Intern at ECHO in Florida  and previously at a small organic farm in NC.  

Alyssa Brody

We welcomed Alyssa Brody, a Watson Fellow from the US, on October 20, who will be spend-
ing 60 days with ECHO Asia and is learning about food systems all over the world

Daniela (DJ) Riley

The ECHO Asia team welcomed a new Offi  ce Manager, Daniela (DJ) Riley on September 12. 
DJ has spent over 12 years working in various capacities in Asia, most recently in leadership 
for the China fi eld of a missions organization. She is fi nishing up her MBA at Payap University, 
in Chiang Mai, and has lived in Chiang Mai with her husband, Mike, and their 2 kids for the 
past 4 years.

New & Notable Resources

Fulltext Amaranth to Zai Holes Online

Amaranth to Zai Holes, originally published in 1996, and one of ECHO’s fi rst books and still a 
great primer for an introduction to Agricultural Development, is now available online as a full-
text. From the book: “This is a book of practical ideas. It is written for people who help those 
who live and make their living under diffi  cult conditions in the tropics and subtropics. What 
should a development worker do to assist a community? There are no simple answers, but 
there are many possibilities-plants, techniques, and technologies-which hold potential. This 
book is based on the fi rst fi fty-one issues of EDN. The ideas in EDN come from questions or 
experiences of fi eld workers, the scientifi c research done in support of their work, and many 
newsletters from around the world which ECHO’s staff  monitor for worthy items.” It is also 
available here in the offi  ce in hard copy for 300 THB.
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English Natural Farming Cartoon Now Available!

We are pleased to announce the arrival of the long-awaited English Natural Farming Cartoon, 
which was translated and edited by ECHO Asia, Dr. Arnat Tancho, Maejo University, the Royal 
Project, and the National Science and Technology Development Agency of Thailand! This 
60-page, all English, full-color cartoon guide is a great tool for development workers, farmers, 
schoolchildren, etc. and is easily accessible with its easy-to-follow cartoons. Copies are avail-
able at the offi  ce for 200 THB. Be on the lookout for additional translations available in Bahasa 
Indonesia, Burmese, Karen, and Tagolog coming soon! If you are interested in translating into 
additional languages, please contact echoasia@echonet.org. 

Practical Nutrition Guide

ECHO Asia is pleased to announce a newly-available resource, A Practical Nutrition Guide 
for Community Development Workers, which was launched at the 5th Biennial Agriculture and 
Community Development Conference’s Book Launch back in October of 2015. This guide, 
written by former Intern and Technical Advisor Ruth Tshin, is a culmination of her research and 
work with the ECHO Asia Regional Impact Center. At 127 pages, it is an excellent resource 
that outlines key considerations for practical nutrition in community development, highlighting 
themes such as agrobiodiversity, gender, and underutilized plant species. It outlines food col-
lection and processing methods appropriate for the Southeast Asia region, provides a break-
down of information for 42 diff erent plant species and their potential importance, includes 11 
quick foundational recipes for beginners, and details four case studies for projects that have 
worked to incorporate nutrition into agriculture and community development programs. This 
excellent resource is available at the ECHO Asia offi  ce for 200 THB. Stop by and pick up your 
copy today!

Burmese, Thai, and English “Where There Is No Animal Doctor” 

Where There Is No Animal Doctor, authored by Drs. Maureen Birmingham and Peter Quesen-
berry, is now available in Burmese, Thai, and English. This manual is used all over the world 
and covers animal functions of all the major domestic animals. Christian Veterinary Mission 
writes in its review of the book: “It contains an incredible amount of information in one volume. 
It is written in a simple, easy to understand style, supplemented with many good illustrations. 
This book was developed to benefi t rural people in many areas of the world where livestock 
still play an important role in village life. It deals with many diff erent animal health related top-
ics, including disease prevention, control and treatment, and the promotion of good animal 
nutrition. Specifi cally, the authors hope that this book will be useful for people living in areas 
where there is no veterinarian available. It is hoped that people who use this book will be able 
to realize which disease conditions they can handle on their own and when to call for help 
from more experienced animal health workers.” Where There Is No Animal Doctor has been 
translated and published in English, Spanish, Burmese, Tamil, and Thai. These various ver-
sions have a page-to-page correspondence and thus serve as very good language learning 
tools. For further information, contact Dr. Peter Quesenberry at pmqberry@gmail.com. The 
Burmese, Thai, and English versions are currently available at the ECHO Asia offi  ce for 200, 
300, and 300 THB, respectively. 

Mandarin “Handbook of Animal Health” 

Handbook of Animal Health, authored by Drs. Maureen Birmingham and Peter Quesenberry, 
is now available in Mandarin at the ECHO Asia offi  ce in Chiang Mai. This manual is adapted 
from the original Where There Is No Animal Doctor and is used all over the world and covers 
animal functions of all the major domestic animals. Similarly to the original, this version has 
a page-to-page correspondence and thus serves as very good language learning tool. For 
further information, contact Dr. Peter Quesenberry at pmqberry@gmail.com. The Mandarin 
version is currently available at the ECHO Asia offi  ce for 300 THB.

Biochar Water Filtration Manual

Josh Kearns, working on his Ph.D. at the University of Colorado, Boulder, has put together 
a great manual on how to create a 300L per day blue barrel biochar water fi ltration system. 
These systems have been built and tested in Asia, and utilize multiple phases in fi ltration to 
provide aff ordable clean drinking water. They are available in both English and Thai at the of-
fi ce as a hard copy for 50 THB or as a free PDF download on our Asia Technical Document 
page on ECHOcommunity.org.

Cartoon Natural Farm
ing

Practical Nutrition Guide
W

here There Is No Anim
al Dr

Handbook of Anim
al Health-  Mandarin

Biochar W
ater Filtration

http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/echocommunity.site-ym.com/resource/collection/F6FFA3BF-02EF-4FE3-B180-F391C063E31A/Biochar_Water_Filter_Eng.pdf


7

Coff ee Grading

ECHO Asia is grateful and pleased to announce that starting in April 2016, as a part of the 
services that ECHO Asia Senior Technical Advisor, Q-grader for Arabica and Robusta cof-
fee, and SCAA certifi ed coff ee cupper, Zachary Price, is now off ering coff ee grading reports 
to members working in the area of coff ee and looking to have their beans assessed. If you 
are looking for assistance with your coff ee and seeking to improve its quality, please contact 
Zachary at zprice@echonet.org. Interested individuals or organizations will be requested to 
bring or send 100 grams of green coff ee beans to Zach to the ECHO Asia Offi  ce. In turn, 
Zachary will provide a report about your coff ee and suggestions for improvements. This is 
an excellent opportunity for improving livelihoods through the improved prices that coff ee 
can bring to smallholders!

Site Tours and Consultations Available

As a part of the services that ECHO Asia provides to our members, our qualifi ed team of 
staff  members are able to host special study tour groups in northern Thailand as well as visit 
network project sites for consultations. Topics of focus may range widely and can be tailored 
to the specifi c needs of your group – from natural farming and small-scale animal produc-
tion, to seed banking, agroforestry, and many more. Costs will vary upon members’ specifi c 
scope of interest and timeframe, and availability will also depend on the time of year and the 
schedules of ECHO Asia staff  members. If you or your project are interested in discussing 
such opportunities with ECHO Asia, please be sure to contact us at echoasia@echonet.org 
so that we can begin to coordinate details well in advance!

Call for National Volunteer Program

The aim of the program is to give Asian leaders, development workers, farmer-leaders, 
church leaders, etc., hands-on training at our ECHO Asia Seed Bank in the basics of sus-
tainable agriculture, appropriate technology, seed banking, and a host of other ECHO Asia 
techniques and services. This program is open to nationals of Asian countries who are ac-
tively engaged in agriculture or community development and wish to further their knowledge 
base and application of sustainable development techniques.  

Volunteers should demonstrate: a commitment to agriculture and/or community develop-
ment by previous work experience; the ability to work independently, yet while part of a 
team; the possession of critical thinking skills; and the ability to engage with and live in a 
diverse community of Thai nationals and foreign workers. Volunteers will be accepted on a 
rolling-basis and the length of the program can be tailored from 3 months-1 year. Volunteers 
will stay at the ECHO Asia Seed Bank, on the grounds of the Upland Holistic Development 
Project , in Mae Ai, Thailand. Volunteers must be able to speak English and/or Thai and be 
able to work outside at all times of the year. Organizational or church affi  liation is desired, 
but not absolutely necessary. As this is a volunteer program, most of the training will be 
hands-on, and training will mainly be provided while assisting the seed bank staff  with daily 
operations. 

ECHO Asia will provide housing for the volunteer and a small monthly stipend. The affi  liated 
organization/church will be expected to write a letter of recommendation for the applicant, 
cover all visa costs and processing fees to receive a visa for the Kingdom of Thailand, 
provide transportation to/from the Seed Bank, and cover any other costs the individual may 
accrue during the program. To request an application, please e-mail echoasia@echonet.org.

Facebook and Instagram

You may have already noticed some changes to the ECHO Asia Facebook page and we 
hope to continue to update it with relevant and interesting information while streamlining its 
look and feel. We have also added an Instagram account (@echoasiaseeds) and encourage 
you to contribute to it! Tag #echoasia on your pictures of innovative farms and practices and 
we will feature you on our page!    

Coffee Cherry Layers
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From the Seed Bank 

New! 2016 SB Catalog is here with 45 New Accessions

The ECHO Asia Seed Bank works to save, promote, and share underutilized and important 
crops appropriate for smallholder farmers and our 2,300 network members in Asia. Staff  
have just fi nished working hard on a new 2016 Seed Catalog that have made 45 new Asia-
relevant accessions available. Be sure to check out ECHO Asia’s 2016 Seed Catalog and, 
whenever you might be ready, order your annual 10 free sample packets at the ECHOcom-
munity.org seed store!

Seed Fact Sheets

As a registered active development worker on ECHOcommunity.org, ECHO Asia network 
members are eligible for up to 10 free packets of seed each year. For more information about 
our seeds, be sure to note that we currently have 51 “Seed Fact Sheets” as a part of our 
online seed store, which provide more in-depth information about the crop, nutritional and 
culinary values, the care and culture of the crop, and how to overcome any potential issues 
(pest, disease, growing period) the crop may have. We hope you fi nd these fact sheets to be 
of great use! New Seed Fact Sheets are being added regularly.

Partner Evaluators

We have a need for partners to evaluate our seeds in diff erent locations throughout Asia! We 
are looking for dedicated evaluators to receive seeds of merit from our seed bank (already 
released as well as potential additions) and provide detailed information about your growing 
conditions, planting times, growth of the plants, etc., so that we can compile this data and 
make it available to others to help them determine which seeds are best for a particular area 
and/or set of climactic conditions. To take a look at what the evaluation entails, please see 
our Google form, and e-mail us at echoasia@echonet.org  to be involved with this project. 
We thank you in advance for the help that this information will provide to all of our network 
members!

Upcoming ECHO Asia Events

Northwest Myanmar 
Agriculture and Community Development Workshop
February 7-10, 2017, Kalay Sagaing Region, Myanmar

ECHO Asia, in partnership with the CSSDD of the Myanmar Baptist Convention, is pleased 
to off er the Northwest Myanmar Agriculture and Community Development Workshop. Any-
one working in agriculture and community development is encouraged to attend. Topics cov-
ered will be broad and applicable to communities throughout Myanmar. 

Registration fee is USD110. Fee includes workshop, meals, and basic accommodations.
Presented in both Burmese and English. Expats will need to stay in a local hotel in town. 

For more information or to register please contact us!
Expats: echoasia@echonet.org  or register at ECHOcommunity.org
Myanmar nationals: CSSDD at Myanmar Baptist Convention, 143 Minyekyawswa Road, 
Lanmadaw, Yangon 11131, Republic of the Union of Myanmar tel. 01-212502, email: mbc.
cssdd@gmail.com

Nepal 
Agriculture and Community Development Workshop
May 22-24, 2017, Kathmandu, Nepal

ECHO Asia, in partnership with Medical Teams International and Shanti Nepal, is pleased 
to off er the Nepal Agriculture and Community Development Workshop. Anyone working in 
these areas is welcome to attend! 

Registration fee is USD125. Fee includes 2 days of training, 1 day of site visits, 2 coff ee 
breaks, and light breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Accommodations not included. 

2016 Seed Catalog
Seed Fact Sheet- Moringa

Cam
bodian Research Collaborator

Myanm
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https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/echocommunity.site-ym.com/resource/collection/6DC6391C-3CD1-4F29-A460-02C079348514/ECHO_Asia_Seed_Catalog_Compressed.compressed.pdf
https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/echocommunity.site-ym.com/resource/collection/6DC6391C-3CD1-4F29-A460-02C079348514/ECHO_Asia_Seed_Catalog_Compressed.compressed.pdf
https://echocommunity.site-ym.com/store/ListProducts.aspx?catid=152149
echocommunity.org
https://echocommunity.site-ym.com/?AsiaSeedFactSheets
https://docs.google.com/a/echonet.org/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrgztxPPq-YktArvWCCYeP3Df6wllsyYg7FuMSNtELquuzTg/viewform
https://www.echocommunity.org/en/resources/6a927ce5-e35b-4d0d-80c5-c6bfe4af5c3f
https://www.echocommunity.org/en/resources/6a927ce5-e35b-4d0d-80c5-c6bfe4af5c3f
https://www.echocommunity.org/en/resources/d52bb30c-398d-4946-937b-6e975e79155b
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Presented in both Nepali and English. 

The 6th Biennial ECHO Asia 

Agriculture and Community Development Conference 
October 3-6, 2017, Chiang Mai, Thailand

Come join us for 3-days of plenary speakers, workshops, a poster session, coff ee cupping, 
and a seed exchange followed by a 1-day site visit at our 6th Biennial ECHO Asia Agriculture 
and Community Development Conference! 

In order for our biennial conferences to be a success, we need your help! If you have any 
suggestions for workshop speakers or topics that you would like to recommend we cover, 
please contact echoasia@echonet.org. Also, please let us know if you would like to provide 
an afternoon workshop presentation. 

For more information or to register for any of these events go to ECHOcommunity.org.

From the Network

Financial Literacy and 

Business Startup Tool 

for Myanmar

MMICRO EMPIRE is a social business that 
educates Myanmar people in fi nancial lit-
eracy and lean business startup. They also 
invest in micro businesses.  

MMICRO EMPIRE has just launched its online education platform which sells its classes for 
only $1. Each class consists of video, text, cartoons, graphs, discussion questions, and a 
quiz. The classes are 11 modules long and explain fi nancial management in simple terms. 

Please email our ECHO Community member Ryan Russell (ryan@myanmarbusinessan-
swers.com) for more information about this exciting business supporting social sustainability 
in Myanmar!Asia Network News

Th e ECHO Asia Impact 
Center operates under ECHO, 
a non-profi t Christian organi-
zation that helps you help the 
poor to produce food in the 
developing world.

ECHO Asia Impact Center

PO Box 64
Chiang Mai 50000   Thailand
echoasia@echonet.org
www.ECHOcommunity.org

Editors 

Abram J. Bicksler, Ph.D.
Director
abicksler@echonet.org

Daniela Riley
Offi  ce Manager
driley@echonet.org

2016 Site Visits!
Micro Em

pire Myanm
ar

https://www.echocommunity.org/en/resources/9a30c507-c251-46d3-befe-af18fde94815

