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Recent Happenings
5th Biennial ECHO Asia Agriculture and Community Development 
Conference 

The ECHO Asia staff were very grateful to help facilitate and partake in a successful 5th Bien-
nial Agriculture and Community Development Conference from October 6-9, 2015. The event 
involved 198 participants from 20 countries. Throughout the conference, participants had the 
opportunity to attend nine plenary sessions with topics ranging from natural farming and cof-
fee production to market value chain creation and agricultural extension best practices. After-
noons during the conference allowed for participants to select from 36 afternoon workshops 
and on the final day they could choose to attend one of eight different site visits. For the first 
time at this biennial conference, ECHO Asia hosted six authors to represent their books and 
share at a Tuesday evening book launch, as well as a poster session on Wednesday evening 
that involved 27 poster submissions. Thank you to all who helped make these times of learn-
ing and exchange such a great success! To watch videos of plenary sessions from the 2015 
ECHO Asia Agriculture and Community Development Conference, please reference this page 
on ECHOcommunity.org. To access resources from the event, please reference this page. To 
find out more about the upcoming 6th Biennial ECHO Asia Agriculture & Community Develop-
ment Conference, check out the “Upcoming ECHO Asia Events” section, below!
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Top: Conference participants. Bottom Left to Right: Plenary speaker Sabine Scheucher, conference participants listen-
ing to speakers, and plenary speaker Sun Siem.

https://www.echocommunity.org/resources/03c2d735-1526-48e2-8156-f62396d3b80a
https://www.echocommunity.org/resources/03c2d735-1526-48e2-8156-f62396d3b80a
https://www.echocommunity.org/en/pages/event_resources_asia
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Moringa Symposium  

Abram traveled to the Philippines on the 15th-18th of November for the First International 
Moringa Symposium, where he served as a member of the Scientific Committee and met 
with other academics and community development workers doing research with Moringa. The 
symposium was jointly organized by the International Society for Horticulture Science (ISHS) 
and AVRDC-The World Vegetable Cetner, Central Philippine University, and Farm Systems 
International Organization. It was hosted by the Moringaling Philippines Foundation, Inc. The 
event included 180 participants from 42 different countries. Topics ranged widely and included 
Moringa botany, germplasm, agroecosystems, health and nutrition, and industrial uses. There 
were 70 oral and 10 poster presentations, plenary talks, technical and scientific sessions, and 
three keynote presentations. The overall theme for the event was “Moringa: A Decade of Ad-
vances in Research and Development.” To access presentations from this event, please see 
this link at Farm Systems International.

PHP Work and Cambodia Seed Saving Workshop

Thanks to a generous grant from the Presbyterian Hunger Program from the United States, 
the ECHO Asia Impact Center worked on a research project to help identify, conserve, and 
create market linkages for neglected and underutilized vegetable species (NUS) in Mondulkiri 
and Ratanakiri provinces in Cambodia. Building off of the legacy of the Horticulture CRSP 
project, in which informal indigenous seed systems were studied and strengthened, ECHO 
Asia worked with International Cooperation Cambodia (ICC) and Ntuk Nti Farm in Cambodia 
to help strengthen seed systems in minority communities. The bulk of the work took place 
from March-June, 2015, and included participatory methods, the build-out and testing of vil-
lage appropriate seed-saving technologies, the study of annual and perennial vegetable seed 
systems in situ, and training geared towards strengthening farmer saved seed storage and 
utilization. The culmination of the project occurred on December 1-3, 2015, with a Seed-
Banking Workshop in Sen Monorem, Mondulkiri, Cambodia. The first day of this workshop 
involved farmers, with 56 individuals participating. The second and third days of the workshop 
were designed for NGO workers and included 49 participants. In addition to presentations and 
community involvement and the event, the ECHO Asia Seed Bank distributed 463 packets 
and 1kg of 37 types of seed, as well as 100 Super Napier cuttings to event participants. ECHO 
Asia staff were also able to obtain 27 new accessions of seed through the workshop seed 
swap, which will be evaluated at the ECHO Asia Seed Bank. To access resources from this 
workshop, please reference this page on ECHOcommunity.org. 

Pun Pun Biochar Water Filtration Project

In January and February, thanks to the coordination of Noi Sangwan (Communication and 
Event Coordinator), ECHO Asia assisted in a biochar water filtration project in partnership with 
Josh Kearns (Pun Pun) and Compassion International, Thailand. Together this team visited 
two different villages in the Chiang Dao and Fang districts of Northern Thailand. These com-
munities were using water contaminated with sediment and chemical substances, particularly 
due to the heavy use of chemicals for farming in the area. In both communities, team mem-
bers hosted workshops on how to build and install biochar water filtration systems. Biochar 
water filtration systems are an affordable and appropriate option for communities to sustain-
ably clean their own water. With these new systems in place, more than 500 children and 
adults in these villages will now be able to access safe, clean drinking water. Josh is currently 
working on publishing manuals on how to create your own biochar water filtration system, but 
to learn more about how these systems work, check out ECHO Asia Note 17. 

Myanmar Sustainable Agriculture Workshop

ECHO Asia, in conjunction with the CSSDD of the Myanmar Baptist Convention hosted a joint 
Myanmar Agriculture and Community Development Workshop in Pyin Oo Lwin, Myanmar, on 
February 2-5, 2016. The workshop involved 44 participants, who were joined by 24 Lisu Bible 
College students one of the mornings. A broad-range of agriculture and community develop-
ment topics from a diverse line-up of trainers was covered. During the workshop, the CSSDD 
also conducted a “Consumer and Environmental Education Fair” which included 11 booths 
and 49 posters in Burmese. On the fourth day, participants were also able to choose from four 
site visits to see the pragmatic application of the knowledge they gained. ECHO Asia distrib-
uted 289 trial packets of seed, 100 Chaya cuttings and 100 Super Napier cuttings at the event. 
To access materials from this workshop, please reference this page on ECHOcommunity.org. 

From top to bottom: Moringa Symposium; 
seed cleaning, participants, and vacuum 
storage at the Cambodia Seed Saving 
Workshop; Josh Kearns teaching how 
to make biochar water filters; and seed 
exchange, gassifier cookstoves, and 
participants at the Myanmar Sustainable 
Agriculture Workshop.

http://www.farmsystemsintl.org/presentations.html
http://www.farmsystemsintl.org/presentations.html
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/hunger/
http://horticulture.ucdavis.edu/main/16informal_seeds.html
http://horticulture.ucdavis.edu/main/16informal_seeds.html
http://www.icc.org.kh/
https://www.echocommunity.org/resources/b3b28c0a-efbf-46fe-a63c-2c223dc70a86
https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/echocommunity.site-ym.com/resource/collection/0ADF35ED-72B3-44AA-92B5-D50F9B4A741D/AN_17.pdf
https://www.echocommunity.org/en/pages/event_resources_asia
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Farmer Seed Saving Training in Isaan

On February 26-28, 2016, ECHO Asia staff members Noi, Wah, Chai, and Paw joined and 
participated in training at a farmer seed saving event in Khon Kaen (located in the Eastern 
region of country), Thailand. The event was sponsored by multiple NGOs as well as the Thai 
Government. It was estimated that more than 1,000 farmers participated. ECHO Asia was 
able to share over 1,500 packets of seed at the event, hosted a booth for the three days, and 
Wah sat on a panel discussion about seed saving, sharing about the work and research being 
done by ECHO Asia. 

ECHO Asia’s New Coffee Network

As a part of our effort to more strategically assist ECHO Asia network members working in 
coffee with the expertise of ECHO Asia Senior Technical Advisor, Q-grader for Arabica and 
Robusta coffee, and SCAA certified coffee cupper, Zachary Price – ECHO Asia launched a 
“Coffee Network” in March 2016. 

Are you an ECHO Asia network member working with coffee and looking for further techni-
cal training in growing or processing, assistance in grading your coffee, or looking to network  
abotu coffee with similar organizations and individuals in Asia? In order to build this network, 
ECHO Asia would like to identify interested individuals and have them sign up for the ECHO 
Asia Coffee Network. This network will be contacted for upcoming trainings and events, re-
ceive first notice of availability for coffee consultations from ECHO, and connect with other 
organizations doing similar work and facing similar challenges in Asia related to coffee. To sign 
up for this network, please fill out this form out today!

ECHO Asia’s Involvement with WAGN PSU

ECHO Asia is a Co-PI on the WAgN (part of USAID’s Sustainable In-
tensification Laboratory) grant through Pennsylvania State University 
with Dr. Ricky Bates as the Project PI. This project in Cambodia was 
accepted for four years of funding and ECHO Asia will begin working 
on this project along with other Co-PI’s in the Cambodia region, with 
ECHO Asia’s involvement focused on capacity building, training, and 
information dissemination. Stay tuned for further information, espe-
cially if you are working in Cambodia.  

ECHO Asia Staff Retreat

The ECHO Asia staff met for a staff retreat on March 4-5, 2016 at the Doi Angkhang Royal 
Project in northern Thailand. ECHO Asia staff were joined by their families for this retreat, 
which was a great time of sharing, worshipping, resting, playing games, and getting to know 
one another better.

Hort Innovation Lab Meeting in Cambodia 

Boonsong (Agriculture Program Manager) and Yuwadee (Information and Quality Control 
Technician) traveled to Siem Reap, Cambodia on March 13-17, 2016, to take part in the 
USAID Hort Innovation Lab Global Meeting. There were 100 people in attendance from nine 
countries (Thailand, Cambodia, Nepal, Malawi, Bangladesh, Nepal, India, Latin America, and 
USA), almost all of whom were working on research or capacity building and training related 
to assisting smallholder farmers improve horticultural productivity and livelihoods. During the 
event, Boonsong shared about ECHO Asia resources and together Paw and Boonsong host-
ed a booth to show and sell resources, including a Novoterra Gassifier Cookstove - which was 
a great hit!

Building New Seed Storage Spaces for Trials at the Seed Bank

ECHO Asia Seed Bank staff took time at the end of March to build two new seed-storage 
spaces to test and see if they are effective options for communities to use for saving their 
seed. ECHO Asia recently completed a three-year trial study that looked at various treatments 
for storing seeds in an earthbag house (in vacuum-sealed jars, with zeolite beads, and with 
charcoal and other local desiccants). Upon completion of the study, staff have built two new, 
even more affordable seed-storage spaces; a “Seed Bunker” (effectively a space that was dug 
into the side of a hill, given a cement roof to protect the entryway from rain, and closing the 

From top to bottom: Paw, Wah, and Chai 
in Khon Kaen, Wah by the seed exchange 
area at the Khon Kaen event, Wah sharing 
during a panel discussion about seed sav-
ingin Khon Kaen; staff gathering during the 
retreat, staff in the gardens at Doi Ankhang; 
Paw at the Hort Innovation Lab meeting 
in Cambodia, and Boonsong showing a 
gassifier stove at the Hort Innovatation Lab 
meeting.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/10G3SLZ3eVH5yfTOxkcQfm3Nkhr8QXgOpXB2XmY4Nymk/viewform
https://www.k-state.edu/siil/
https://www.k-state.edu/siil/
http://www.earthbagbuilding.com/articles/how.htm
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front entryway with QCon blocks) as well as an “Earthen Jar” (a clay pot that was placed in 
the ground and given a lid and thatched roof in order to protect it from adverse weather). Both 
options are being considered for their ability to regulate and stabilize temperatures for seed 
storage and their appropriateness for community-level seed banking. Studies have already 
begun and we look forward to sharing new information with you in the future!

First ECHO Asia Coffee Cupping

ECHO Asia hosted its first coffee cupping on March 10, 2016 at the Torch Coffee Lab, located 
on the second floor of Omnia Café and Roastery in Chiang Mai, Thailand. Zachary Price led 
the event, whose purpose was to host a small gathering of interested individuals in order to 
share knowledge and skills needed for evaluating coffee. Each participant brought 100 grams 
of light roasted coffee beans for the cupping in order to analyze their quality. The coffee cup-
ping was a great success! It is a part of an overall effort by ECHO Asia to build a Coffee Net-
work and to extend technical knowledge to network members working in coffee, through the 
expertise of Zachary Price, Q-Grader and SCAA certified coffee cupper.  If you are interested 
in being contacted about similar events in the future, read more about the “ECHO Asia Coffee 
Network” above and sign up to be a member through this form, today! To read more about this 
coffee cupping event and ECHO Asia’s reasoning for hosting it, please see this article written 
by Noi on ECHOcommunity.org. 

Teaching Seed Saving on the Thai/Myanmar Border

On April 26th, Boonsong and Rebecca had the opportunity to travel to Mae Sot, a town located 
on the Thai/Myanmar border, to teach at and visit with the Thai-Japan Education Development 
Foundation (TJEDF). TJEDF is an organization that operates a sustainable agriculture project 
for the well-being of ethnic minorities in Myanmar. Currently, TJEDF operates four small farm 
resource centers (SFRCs) throughout the country of Myanmar, which operate as host sites 
for six-month agriculture and vocational training projects. TJEDF invited ECHO Asia to par-
ticipate in a special training event for 40 past program alumni at the SFRC located in Karen 
State. Together, Boonsong and Rebecca shared about ECHO Asia and its resources, as well 
as about appropriate seed selection and saving techniques that participants could use in their 
home communities. People were especially interested in the bicycle pump method of vacuum 
sealing seeds in communities. Altogether, 414 packets of sample seed and 100 Chaya cut-
tings were shared with participants. ECHO looks forward to a growing partnership with TJEDF, 
possibilities for providing technical support as they seek to develop their own seed bank, and 
future opportunities for collaboration. 

Growing ECHO Asia Network

We are excited to announce that the ECHO Asia network has grown to more than 2,100 
members! Network members are individuals such as yourself (community development prac-
titioners, NGO representatives, missionaries, or grassroots representatives) that are working 
to support smallholder farmers and the poor throughout the region, who’ve subscribed to 
receive information from ECHO Asia via ECHOcommunity.org. ECHO Asia is grateful for your 
membership and participation - your experiences and feedback not only help us provide better 
information and resources, but also allow other network members to learn from the work that 
you are doing. The more participation, the stronger the network becomes - share ECHO Asia 
with a friend or colleague and encourage them to sign up for a free membership on ECHO-
communit.org, today!

Updates on ECHOcommunity.org  

Staff member Nate Flood of ECHO Florida has been working hard to make continual improve-
ments to ECHOcommunity.org, ECHO’s resource site for active network members. If you take 
a look, you’ll notice that he’s been converting ECHO publications into a new mobile-ready, 
lightweight format for reading on the web. Currently, the entire collection of “ECHO Best Prac-
tice Notes” have been converted; you can check them out here. 

Be on the lookout for other upcoming changes - Nate is currently working on new Regional 
Impact Center landing pages, will be assisting in changing ECHO Asia Notes into this new 
mobile-ready format, and will continue to work on having the website translated into various 
regional languages. As these changes are made – if should you encounter any issues, errors, 
or have any suggestions, please feel free to write ECHO Asia at echoasia@echonet.org and 
we will be sure to pass them along!

From top to bottom: Ek and Ken (son of 
UHDP staff member Singkham) put finishing 
touches on the roof of the “Seed Bunker;” 
the “Earthen Jar” installed in the ground 
before the cover and roof were built; par-
ticipants at the ECHO Asia Coffee Cupping 
(photo credit: Ethan Berger); Boonsong 
learning how to cup coffee by instruction of 
Zachary Price (photo credit: Ethan Berger); 
Rebecca sharing about chaya nutrition and 
cooking methods with TJEDF workshop 
participants; and participants of the TJEDF 
agriculture training workshop.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/10G3SLZ3eVH5yfTOxkcQfm3Nkhr8QXgOpXB2XmY4Nymk/viewform
https://www.echocommunity.org/en/resources/a6dbc9ac-f164-441d-802b-60fcfce2aeef
https://www.echocommunity.org/en/resources/a6dbc9ac-f164-441d-802b-60fcfce2aeef
https://www.echocommunity.org/
https://www.echocommunity.org/
http://www.echocommunity.org/resources/08a2a7fb-2490-4d24-b303-43064fc99559
mailto:echoasia%40echonet.org?subject=
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Comings and Goings 
Ernesto Ursabia

In December, ECHO Asia said goodbye to Ernesto Ursabia, who joined ECHO Asia as an 
Asian National Volunteer for three months. During his time with ECHO Asia, Ernesto primarily 
focused on herbal medicine and did much work learning how to produce Moringa powder and 
capsules, soap, oil, and gel. He helped at the ECHO Asia Seed Bank and gained experience 
with Natural Farming techniques. Ernesto is a seminary student in Indonesia and is originally 
from the Philippines. We were grateful to have him join ECHO Asia for a bit as he furthered his 
understanding of ministry, community development, agriculture, and medicinal plants. 

Ekachai (Ek) Jaja 

Ekachai is a former staff member of UHDP who came back to join ECHO Asia under the Asian 
National Volunteer program in January 2016 after finishing work as a farm manager in the Chi-
ang Mai area. Ek has a wealth of experience with animals, appropriate building techniques, 
and appropriate technology. He and his wife Bianca will be living at the ECHO Asia Seed Bank 
as Ek volunteers with the Seed Bank until July, and learning more about seed production and 
natural farming techniques. He has been a great asset to the team, a quick and avid learner, 
and his willingness to pitch in on any project has been invaluable. 

Sangwan (Noi) Sapma

The ECHO Asia team was grateful to welcome Noi as a new staff member starting in August 
2015. Noi joins ECHO Asia as our “Communication and Event Coordinator,” a new position. 
Many of you may have already interacted with her during the biennial conference in October. 
She comes with a wealth of experience in both the private and nonprofit sectors, working in 
hospitality as well as with organizations such as Heifer Thailand and Compassion Interna-
tional. Noi is passionate about food, photography, travel, and effective communication, and 
since joining ECHO Asia, has assisted in our biennial conference, various smaller workshops, 
as well as expanding partnerships with our local network. We are also excited to announce 
that Noi has recently joined the team full time, starting in April, after eight months of working 
with ECHO Asia part-time. Welcome, Noi!

Go-Ed Students

As a part of a long-standing relationship with Go-Ed, a study abroad program for American 
college students based in Doi Saket, Chiang Mai Province, the ECHO Asia Seed Bank was 
pleased to host two visiting interns for the month of March. Dani and Reyna are both inter-
ested in community development and the environment. While volunteering with ECHO Asia, 
they stayed with a neighboring church community, allowing for both a homestay experience 
and an opportunity to build community relationships. Dani and Reyna worked with ECHO Asia 
during the day – helping with seed cleaning and daily operations while learning about agricul-
ture and seed banking. 

New & Notable Resources
English Natural Farming Cartoon Now Available!

We are pleased to announce the arrival of the long-awaited “English Natural Farming Car-
toon,” which was translated and edited by ECHO Asia, Dr. Arnat Tancho, Maejo University, the 
Royal Project, and the National Science and Technology Development Agency of Thailand! 
This 60-page, all English, full-color cartoon guide is a great tool for development workers, 
farmers, schoolchildren, etc., and is easily accessible with its easy-to-follow cartoons. Copies 
are available at the office for 150 THB ($5). Be on the lookout for additional translations avail-
able in Bahasa, Burmese, Karen, and Tagolog coming soon!  

Lower Price for the Khmer Natural Farming Cartoon!

Similar to the English version, this 60-page, all Khmer, full-color cartoon guide is a great tool 
for development workers, farmers, schoolchildren, etc., and is easily accessible with its easy-
to-follow cartoons. The price has been reduced by the Royal Project in order to make them 
more widely available, and copies are available at the office for 65THB ($2 USD!) or for ship-

From top to bottom: Pictures of Ernesto, Ek 
(photo credit Ethan Berger), Noi, Dani, and 
of the front cover of the Natural Farming 
Cartoon book in English.
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ment to Cambodia! Please arrange to come by the office or have them shipped via echoasia@
echonet.org.

Thai and Burmese Where there is no Animal Doctor

“Where There is No Animal Doctor,” authored by Drs. Maureen Birmingham and Peter Que-
senberry, is now available in Thai, Burmese, and for a limited time, English. This manual is 
used all over the world and covers animal functions of all the major domestic animals. Chris-
tian Veterinary Mission writes in its review of the book: “It contains an incredible amount of 
information in one volume. It is written in a simple, easy to understand style, supplemented 
with many good illustrations. This book was developed to benefit rural people in many areas 
of the world where livestock still play an important role in village life. It deals with many differ-
ent animal health related topics, including disease prevention, control and treatment, and the 
promotion of good animal nutrition. Specifically, the authors hope that this book will be useful 
for people living in areas where there is no veterinarian available. It is hoped that people who 
use this book will be able to realize which disease conditions they can handle on their own 
and when to call for help from more experienced animal health workers.”  “Where There is No 
Animal Doctor” has been translated and published in English, Spanish, Burmese, Tamil, and 
Thai. The Chinese version is being re-formatted and will be available soon. These various ver-
sions have a page-to-page correspondence and thus serve as very good language learning 
tools. For further information, contact Dr. Peter Quesenberry at pmqberry@gmail.com. The 
Thai, Burmese, and English versions are currently available at the ECHO Asia office for 300, 
200, and 250 THB, respectively.

Practical Nutrition Guide

ECHO Asia is pleased to announce the newly-available resource, “A Practical Nutrition Guide 
for Community Development Workers,” which was launched at the 5th Biennial Agriculture 
and Community Development Conference’s Book Launch back in October, 2015. This guide, 
written by former Intern and Technical Advisor Ruth Tshin, is a culmination of her research and 
work with the ECHO Asia Regional Impact Center. At 127 pages, it is an excellent resource 
that outlines key considerations for practical nutrition in community development, highlighting 
themes such as agrobiodiversity, gender, and underutilized plant species. It outlines food col-
lection and processing methods appropriate for the Southeast Asia region, provides a break-
down of information for 42 different plant species and their potential importance, includes 11 
quick foundational recipes for beginners, and details four case studies for projects that have 
worked to incorporate nutrition into agriculture and community development programs. This 
excellent resource is available at the ECHO Asia office for 210 THB ($7). Stop by and pick up 
your copy today!

Potentially Important Food Crops of Northern Thailand

ECHO Asia was pleased to have the opportunity to help Food Plant Solutions (funded by 
Rotary International) edit, complete, and add Northern Thai names for the guide “Potentially 
Important Food Plants of Northern Thailand.” This 59-page resource highlights 37 crops of 
merit and details their potential uses and nutritional content. Copies are available at the ECHO 
Asia office for only 100 THB ($3 USD) or online as a PDF download. Stop by and get yours!

Coffee Grading

ECHO Asia is grateful and pleased to announce that starting in April 2016, Zachary Price 
(ECHO Asia Senior Technical Advisor, Q-grader for Arabica and Robusta coffee, and SCAA 
certified coffee cupper), is now offering coffee grading reports to members working in the area 
of coffee and looking to have their beans assessed. If you are looking for assistance with your 
coffee and seeking to improve its quality, please contact Zachary at zprice@echonet.org. 
Interested individuals or organizations will be requested to bring or send 100 grams of green 
coffee beans to Zach to the ECHO Asia Office. In turn, Zachary will provide a report about 
your coffee and suggestions for improvements. This is an excellent opportunity for improving 
livelihoods through the improved prices that coffee can bring to smallholders!

Site Tours and Consultations Available

As a part of the services that ECHO Asia provides to our members, our qualified team of 
staff members are able to host special study tour groups in northern Thailand as well as visit 
network project site for consultations. Topics of focus may range widely and can be tailored 
to the specific needs of your group – from natural farming and small-scale animal produc-

mailto:echoasia%40echonet.org?subject=
mailto:echoasia%40echonet.org?subject=
mailto:pmqberry%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:http://foodplantsolutions.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Potentially-Important-Food-Plants-of-Northern-Thailand-V5.pdf?subject=
mailto:zprice%40echonet.org?subject=
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tion, to seed banking, agroforestry and many more. Costs will vary upon member’s specific 
scope of interest and timeframe, and availability will also depend on the time of year and the 
schedules of ECHO Asia staff members. If you or your project are interested in discussing 
such opportunities with ECHO Asia, please be sure to contact us at echoasia@echonet.org 
so that we can begin to coordinate details well in advance!

Call for National Volunteer Program

The aim of the program is to give Asian leaders, development workers, farmer-leaders, 
church leaders, etc., hands-on training at our ECHO Asia Seed Bank in the basics of sus-
tainable agriculture, appropriate technology, seed banking, and a host of other ECHO Asia 
techniques and services. This program is open to nationals of Asian countries who are ac-
tively engaged in agriculture or community development and wish to further their knowledge 
base and application of sustainable development techniques back in their working contexts. 

Volunteers should demonstrate: a commitment to agriculture and/or community develop-
ment by previous work experience; the ability to work independently, yet while part of a 
team; the possession of critical thinking skills; and the ability to engage with and live in a 
diverse community of Thai nationals and foreign workers. Volunteers will be accepted on a 
rolling-basis and the length of the program can be tailored from 3 months-1 year. Volunteers 
will stay at the ECHO Asia Seed Bank, on the grounds of the Upland Holistic Development 
Project, in Mae Ai, Thailand. Volunteers must be able to speak English and/or Thai and be 
able to work outside at all times of the year. Organizational or church affiliation is desired, 
but not absolutely necessary. As this is a volunteer program, most of the training will be 
hands-on, and training will mainly be provided while assisting the seed bank staff with daily 
operations. 

ECHO Asia will provide housing for the volunteer and a small monthly stipend. The individual 
or affiliated organization/church will be expected to write a letter of recommendation for 
the applicant, cover all visa costs and processing fees to receive a visa for the Kingdom of 
Thailand, provide transportation to/from the Seed Bank, and cover any other costs the indi-
vidual may accrue during the program. To request an application, please e-mail echoasia@
echonet.org.

From the Seed Bank 
Coming Soon! 2016 SB Catalog Coming with 45 New Accessions

The ECHO Asia Seed Bank works to save, promote, and share underutilized and important 
crops appropriate for smallholder farmers and our 2,100 network members in Asia. Staff are 
currently working hard on a new 2016 Seed Catalog that will make 45 new Asia-relevant ac-
cessions available soon. Please be on the lookout for this catalog! In the meantime, be sure 
to check out ECHO Asia’s 2015 Seed Catalog and, whenever you might be ready, order your 
annual 10 free trial packets at ECHOcommunity.org!

Seed Fact Sheets

As registered active development workers on ECHOcommunity.org, ECHO Asia network 
members are eligible for up to 10 free trial packets of seed each year. For more information 
about our seeds, be sure to note that we currently have 51 “Seed Fact Sheets” as a part of 
our online seed store, which provide more in-depth information about the crop, nutritional 
and culinary values, the care and culture of the crop, and how to overcome any potential 
issues (pests, diseases, growing period) the crop may have. We hope you find these fact 
sheets to be of great use! New Seed Fact Sheets are being added regularly.

Partner Evaluators

ECHO Asia is looking for partners to evaluate our seeds in different locations throughout 
Asia! We are looking for dedicated evaluators to receive seeds of merit from our seed bank 
(already released, with potential additions) and provide detailed information about your grow-
ing conditions, planting times, growth of the plants, etc., so that we can compile this data and 
make it available to others to help them determine which seeds are best for a particular area 
and/or set of climactic conditions. To take a look at what the evaluation entails, please see 
our Google form. E-mail echoasia@echonet.org to be involved with this project. We thank 
you in advance for the help that this information will provide to our network members!

From top to bottom: Photo of past interns 
Natanon and Sirimonkon during their time 
with ECHO Asia; photos of just some of the 
new seed varieties currently being added 
to the 2016 Seed Catalog: Black Seed 
Sunflower, Mae Tha Tomato, Pa-O Cowpea, 
Mixed Seashell Cosmos, Red Oak Lettuce, 
and Local Flemingia.

mailto:echoasia%40echonet.org?subject=
https://www.echocommunity.org/en/pages/echo_asia_seedbank_info
http://www.uhdp.org
http://www.uhdp.org
mailto:echoasia%40echonet.org?subject=
mailto:echoasia%40echonet.org?subject=
https://www.echocommunity.org/en/pages/echo_asia_seedbank_info
https://www.echocommunity.org/en/pages/echo_asia_seedbank_info
https://www.echocommunity.org/
https://echocommunity.site-ym.com/%3FAsiaSeedFactSheets
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1vtySAFxD-PZFs6vFTm2JN4WQuy3z6QK6Kk5Y4ZwKhJA/viewform
mailto:echoasia%40echonet.org?subject=
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Upcoming Events
ECHO Asia SRI Workshop

ECHO Asia, in collaboration with Fah Mui Farm, will organize a two-day “The Northern Thai-
land SRI Experience: Sharing, Practicing and Niche Marketing” workshop at Fah Mui’s farm 
in Chiang Rai Province, Thailand, during June 8 - 9, 2016.

The System of Rice Intensification (SRI) has been promoted by academics, such as Norman 
Uphoff (SRI-Cornell University Project), for several years, and many countries have adapted 
SRI as a way to reduce farmer-inputs and increase rice productivity. Several Thai farmers 
have learned and practiced SRI and are excited to share their experiences with others as a 
way to promote SRI adoption. Fah Mui is one such northern Thailand farmer who has utilized 
SRI for several years. In addition to her environmentally-friendly rice culture, she has also 
created a niche market through her farm that allows her to ship value-added rice all over 
Thailand. 

Even though SRI has many benefits for farmers, it still has several limitations that need to 
be discussed in detail. Farmers in northern Thailand also need to discuss the adaptation of 
SRI to their local paddies in order to identify and develop best SRI practices for specific con-
texts. Come learn and share with ECHO Asia, Fah Mui, and other participants about some 
of the lessons you have learned practicing SRI. Transportation to and from Chiang Rai for 
this event will be provided; participants will leave from Chiang Mai at 2PM on the afternoon 
of the 7th to spend the night in Chiang Rai, and will return the evening of the 9th, to Chiang 
Mai. The cost of the training is $80 and includes all transportation, hotel, breakfast and lunch, 
coffee breaks, and training fees. It does not include dinners. 

All are welcome to attend and the workshop will be conducted in both Thai and English. For 
more information please contact echoasia@echonet.org or register here at ECHOcommu-
nity.org.

In early December 2016, ECHO Asia will be hosting a Coffee Processing Camp. The event 
will be led by Zachary Price (ECHO Asia Senior Technical Advisor, Q-grader for Arabica and 
Robusta coffee, and SCAA certified coffee cupper) and held in partnership with Silaa Coffee. 
Through this training, participants will gain an in-depth understanding of coffee processing. 

DECEMBER: 
Coffee Processing Camp

mailto:echoasia%40echonet.org?subject=
https://www.echocommunity.org/en/resources/960d3216-25e7-41e5-af41-15b53590dbfe
https://www.echocommunity.org/en/resources/960d3216-25e7-41e5-af41-15b53590dbfe
http://www.silaacoffee.com/
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The event will cover various methods used for processing coffee and participants will learn, 
through both detailed instruction and hands-on experiences, how each processing method 
impacts the quality and flavour of coffee. It will be an overview of coffee from seed to cup 
while equipping students to train and hone their sensory skills. The Coffee Processing Camp 
will be an excellent opportunity for those working with smallholer coffee farmers in the region. 
Final dates will be announced soon and event information will be added to ECHOcommunity.
org; stay tuned for more information! Please contact echoasia@echonet.org with any inqui-
ries or questions.

ECHO Asia, in conjunction with the CSSDD of the Myanmar Baptist Convention, will be 
conducting a Chin Hills Myanmar Agriculture and Community Development Workshop from 
February 7-10, 2017, in Kalaymyo of the Chin Hills region of Myanmar. Anyone working in 
agriculture and community development is welcome and encouraged to attend, and topics 
covered will be broad and applicable to communities throughout Myanmar and beyond and 
presented in both Burmese and English. More information will be coming soon, and in the 
meantime, please contact echoasia@echonet.org for notification of interest.

The 6th Biennial ECHO Asia Agriculture and Community Development Conference will take 
place on October 3-6, 2017, in Chiang Mai, Thailand! Come join us for 3-days of plenary 
speakers, workshops, a poster session, and a seed exchange followed by a 1-day site visit 
at our 6th Biennial ECHO Asia Agriculture and Community Development Conference!

In order for our biennial conferences to be a success, we need your help! If you have a 
plenary speaker with experience and relevance or topic of relevance that you would like to 
recommend we cover, please contact echoasia@echonet.org. Also, please let us know if you 
would like to provide an afternoon workshop presentation.

Call for Local Workshop Hosts

If you are interested in hosting a locally relevant low-input, high-impact country or regional 
workshop in your area in the future, please contact echoasia@echonet.org to begin the 
discussion!

Asia Network News

The ECHO Asia Impact 
Center operates under ECHO, 
a non-profit Christian organi-
zation that helps you help the 
poor to produce food in the 
developing world.

ECHO Asia Impact Center
PO Box 64
Chiang Mai 50000   Thailand
echoasia@echonet.org
www.ECHOcommunity.org

Editors 

Abram Bicksler, Ph.D.
Director
abicksler@echonet.org

Rebecca Garofano
Office Manager 
rgarofano@echonet.org

FEBRUARY 7-10, 2017: 
Chin Hills Myanmar Agriculture & 
Community Development Workshop

Mark Your Calendars & Seeking Input! 
6th Biennial ECHO Asia 
Agriculture & Community 
Development Conference

https://www.echocommunity.org/events/region/Asia
https://www.echocommunity.org/events/region/Asia
mailto:echoasia%40echonet.org?subject=
mailto:echoasia%40echonet.org?subject=
mailto:echoasia%40echonet.org?subject=
mailto:echoasia%40echonet.org?subject=
mailto:echoasia%40echonet.org?subject=
http://www.echocommunity.org
mailto:abicksler%40echonet.org?subject=
mailto:rgarofano%40echonet.org?subject=

