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COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 

Welcome to one of the largest campus colleges at Sokoine University of 

Agriculture which is also one of the largest College in East, Central and 

Southern Africa. 

There are various researches carried out aiming at augmenting the national 

priorities in agriculture, natural resources, health, nutrition and environment, 

taking into consideration available human and other resources at the 

university. Thus the vision of Sokoine University of Agriculture is to become a 

centre of excellence in Agriculture and allied sciences through sciences and 

Technology leading to sustainable development and eradication of poverty in 

an environmentally friendly manner for the benefit of all people.  

Different groups of small companies pull their energy together and work so as 

to reduce post harvest losses and to meet the increase in demand for the 

processed food products. WYLO Food and Company Limited, Sugeco Food 

Products and Solar matunda are some of the groups which process food 

products such as dried pineapple pieces, biscuits from sweet potato powder, 

dried mango pieces and dried ripen banana pieces. The drying process is done 

by use of solar energy. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MINIMIZATION OF POST HARVEST LOSSES 

1.3 billion Tonnes of food per year are thrown away or spoil after the harvest 

(DE Magazin Deutschland 1/2016 –FAO), due to limited harvest and technology 

and hence leads to poverty. Many farmers are unable to buy enough seeds and 

tools they thus harvest low yield that they are not even able to feed their own 

families. 

Studies show that investments in agriculture are five times more effective at 

reduction of poverty and hunger than engagement in any other sector. Hunger 

is still the worlds’ greatest health risk which we should all think on how to 

reduce and eliminate it. Also one of the millennium Development Goals, aim 

for a world without hunger by 2030 and this can be achieved by investment in 

research (FAO says ‘it is possible to triumph over hunger, food insecurity and 

malnutrition’). 

My research entitled ‘assessment of physical properties, sensory and 

nutritional value of extruded banana flour and banana soup’. Banana soup is 

one of the foods which fetch many consumers almost everywhere in Tanzania, 

as it meets such needs for children, lactating mothers and more of the sick 

people like to consume banana soup.  

However, preparations of banana soup take long time, as needs peel off 

banana and at the same time to boil the meat so that on cooking with banana 

the meat should become tender to provide its soup. Extrusion technology can 

be used as an alternative procedure to produce ‘mtori’ in a short time with 

high standards. Thus it is important to know what the consumer prefer 

between the one made in a traditional way and the one that is industrially 

prepared, instant flour which requires minimum preparation and their 

nutritional quality so that to bring about improvement and awareness to the 

society about the two. 

And hence reducing or preventing banana from being wasted as processed 

food has extended shelf life and reaches many people due to easy handling. 

 

 



Going through the symposium’s presentations by excellent speakers with 

different objectives, approaches and skills with which they all aim at the same 

goal of reduce hunger, poverty and improving the lives of the poor. To mention 

they are so many but the most topic of interest was ‘Experiences on scaling up 

strategies and extension approaches- farmer trainers’ presented by Mesfin 

Mathewos, as I learnt on how to reach the farmers and how to disseminate the 

knowledge and reach many of the society.  

Also the use of radio and ICT in drought mitigation and resilience building, this 

knowledge can be applied in other fields in agriculture to meet farmers and 

spread the solutions to the problems in fast way.  

In summary, all the topics where based on how combined efforts can lead to 

improvement in the whole sector of Agriculture this includes transition to 

AgroEcology, integrating soil and water conservation and conservation 

agriculture, ways to disseminate technologies and improved livestock 

productivity, milk quality and health with globalization, and activities carried 

out in highland areas taking Ethiopia as a point of reference ( livestock 

movement and land degradation in Bale highlands, dairy hurdles in Ethiopia). 

 

 

 

 

 

Ending hunger is a huge challenge. In this fight, we must be as ambitious as 

POSSIBLE! Hungry people cannot wait; and, we cannot accept any other number except ZERO (JOSE 

GRAZIANO DA SILVA- the Brazilian economist is Director General of the Food and Agricultural 

Organization of the United Nations) 


