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HOSTING  VISITORS 

• Welcome! 

• Where are we from? 

• Who hosts groups of visitors at their sites? 

•  Please be thinking about how you might share about those 
experiences at the end of our talk 



PREMISE 

•  Agro eco tourism can can serve as a direct means for achieving 
community development goals, as well as support future goals by 
communicating organizational and programs objectives through education 
to: 
•   any supporting constituencies who might visit program sites 

•   new visitors who may interested in learning about programs 



“RURAL LIFEWAYS” 

•  Rural = In general, a rural area or countryside is a 
geographic area that is located outside towns and cities.  

•  Much of the rural economies is centered around 
agriculture and on-farm income diversification, but also 
off-farm employment to include skilled and unskilled day 
labor 

•  Lifeways = customs, practices, arts and other manners of 
conduct, often studied in anthropology or cultural 
ecology 



HISTORY OF MODERN DEVELOPMENT 

•  Post WWII reconstruction to halt Soviet 
advance via The Marshall Plan (1948 – 1951) 

•  Cost = $13 billion USD 

•  $3.2 billion on food, feed, and fertilizer;  

•  $1.9 billion on machines, vehicles, and 
equipment 

•  $1.6 billion on fuel.  

•  Only 1.2 billion was in the form of loans. 

Missing = education and capacity building! Set stage for input-intensive Green Revolution 
 
http://www.villageearth.org/pages/training/a-brief-history-of-international-development-theories-and-practices 



DEFINITION OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

•  According to “Our Common Future (1987)”, also known as the 
Brundtland Report: 
•  "Sustainable development is development that meets the needs 

of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs. It contains within it two key 
concepts: 
•  the concept of needs, in particular the essential needs of the world's poor, to 

which overriding priority should be given; and 

•  the idea of limitations imposed by the state of technology and social 
organization on the environment's ability to meet present and future needs." 
 
http://www.iisd.org/topic/sustainable-development 



DEVELOPMENT OF MODERN SHORT-TERM MISSIONS 
WITHIN CHRISTIAN INSTITUTIONS 

•  “Between the years 1946 -1960, an enthusiasm for evangelism drove these young 
Christians into missions. Two organizations in particular, Youth with a Mission (YWAM) 
and Operation Mobilization (OM) developed new paradigms of mission” 

•  Strengthened by the establishment of the Peace Corps in 1960 and the powerful rhetoric 
of American vigor that accompanied it, the idea of vital American youth surging into the 
spiritually and materially poor areas of the world gripped the imagination of evangelicals 
along with their mainline, Catholic and secular neighbors. 
 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/pastors/2006/march-online-only/rootsmissionary.html 



ESTABLISHMENT OF MODERN TOURISM 

•  Tourism definition = Tourism is travel for pleasure … the business of attracting, 
accommdating, and entertaining tourists, and the nusiness of operating tours.  

•  Several 20th century phases of tourism development, also punctuated by World Wars I and II, 
strongly influenced by advances in car, bus, and air travel, replacing to certain extent rail travel 

•  Mass vs Special Interest/Niche Tourism 

•  Rural vs Urban Tourism 
•  Urban: performing and visual arts, culinary, historic, cultural, shopping 

•  Rural !   

•  Sustainable Tourism as a comprehensive term 
 
http://www.acsedu.co.uk/Info/Hospitality-and-Tourism/Tourism/Special-Interest-Tourism.aspx 
https://ceopedia.org/index.php/Urban_tourism 



DEVELOPMENT OF RURAL TOURISM 

•  Mass tourism – cruises, resorts, large group tours 
•  "Club Méditerannée" (1955), the "Club Soleil" (1966), the "Robinson Club" (1970), the "Club-

Aldiana" (1973) 

•  Special interest/niche tourism 
•  Adventure tourism - travel requiring physical skill and endurance sports activities that assume a degree of 

risk  

•  Nature Tourism - traveling to unspoiled places to experience and enjoy nature  

•  Wildlife tourism - traveling to see animals, birds and fish and their natural environments 

•  Cultural tourism – historic sites, local or demographic customs and rituals, events and festivals 

•  Agritourism and ecotourism ! 
 
 http://www.acsedu.co.uk/Info/Hospitality-and-Tourism/Tourism/Special-Interest-Tourism.aspx 



UNESCO/WORLD TOURISM ORGANIZATION 
DEFINITION OF SUSTAINABLE TOURISM AND  

UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

•  UNESCO/WTO Sustainable Tourism 
•  “Tourism that respects both local people and the traveler, cultural heritage and 

the environment” 
 
 

•  UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

•  17 goals with 169 targets covering a broad range of sustainable development 
issues 

•  Ending poverty and hunger, improving health and education, making cities more 
sustainable, combating climate change, and protecting oceans and forests 
 
http://www.unesco.org/education/tlsf/mods/theme_c/mod16.html  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_Development_Goals 



ECOTOURISM DEFINITION 

•  ”Responsible travel to natural areas that 
conserves the environment and improves the 
welfare of local people” 

Ecotourism is about uniting conservation, communities, and sustainable travel. This means that those 
who implement and participate in ecotourism activities should follow the following ecotourism 
principles:   
 
 https://www.ecotourism.org/book/ecotourism-definition 

  



ECOTOURISM PRINCIPLES 

•  Ecotourism is about uniting conservation, communities, and sustainable travel. This means that 
those who implement and participate in ecotourism activities should follow the following 
ecotourism principles:    
•  Minimize impact. 
•  Build environmental and cultural awareness and respect. 

•  Provide positive experiences for both visitors and hosts. 
•  Provide direct financial benefits for conservation. 

•  Provide financial benefits and empowerment for local people. 
•  Raise sensitivity to host countries' political, environmental, and social climate. 

 
 https://www.ecotourism.org/book/ecotourism-definition 



AGRITOURISM DEFINITION 

•  “Agritourism or agrotourism, as it is defined most broadly, 
involves any agriculturally based operation or activity that brings 
visitors to a farm or ranch.  Agritourism has different definitions 
in different parts of the world, and sometimes refers specifically 
to farm stays … agritourism includes a wide variety of activities, 
including buying produce direct from a farm stand, navigating a 
corn maze, slopping hogs, picking fruit, feeding animals, or staying 
at a bed and breakfast (B&B) on a farm  
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agritourism 



AGRITOURISM DEFINITIONS CONTINUED 

•  Visiting a working farm or any agricultural, horticultural or 
agribusiness operation for the purpose of enjoyment, education, or 
active involvement in the activities of the farm or operation.  
•  Outdoor recreation (fishing, hunting, wildlife study, horseback riding). 

•  Educational experiences (cannery tours, cooking classes, or wine tasting). 

•  Entertainment (harvest festivals or barn dances). 

•  Hospitality services (farm stays, guided tours or outfitter services). 

•  On-farm direct sales (u-pick operations or roadside stands) 

•  ALSO: visiting community development projects!  
 
 http://sfp.ucdavis.edu/agritourism/factsheets/what/ 



AGROECOLOGY 

•  The application of ecology to the design and 
management of sustainable agroecosystems. 

•  A whole-systems approach to agriculture and 
food systems development based on traditional 
knowledge, alternative agriculture, and local 
food system experiences. 

•  Linking ecology, culture, economics, and society 
to sustain agricultural production, healthy 
environments, and viable food and farming 
communities. 
 http://www.agroecology.org 

Stephen  
Gliessman 

Miguel  
Altieri 



AGRO ECO TOURISM 

•  Agroecotourism is an element within sustainable agriculture 
operations that addresses the acute threat to biodiversity by 
increasing landscape diversity, implementing the core principles of 
ecotourism, and incorporating the essential practices 
of ecoagriculture and permaculture 

•  Agroecotourism is a market-linked method of increasing and 
protecting biodiversity and sustainable rural community 
development. 
 https://www.unido.org/fileadmin/user_media/UNIDO_Header_Site/Subsites/Green_Industry_Asia_Conference__Maanila_/

Low_Carbon_Challenges.pdf 



ECHO INTERNATIONAL AS AN  
AGRO ECO TOURISM DESTINATION 

Tours at ECHO International’s campus in Fort Myers, FL are highly renowned, and can be considered an  
educational agro eco tourism destination. The general public, preparing and returning missionaries, 
and potential donors receive a powerful experience.  
 
 http://echonet.org/take-a-tour 



AGRO ECO TOURISM WITHIN  
THE ECHO NETWORK:  ASIA 

•  Upland Holistic Development Project 

•  ECHO Asia Seed Bank Site and Plant With Purpose Thailand partner 



POSITIVE OUTCOMES OF AGRO ECO TOURISM 

•  Capacity building for sustainably livelihoods 
and green technologies 

•  Creation of biological corridors, genetic 
diversity and microclimates 

•  Increasing Eco Literacy and Climate 
Literacy 

•  Transnational linkages 
 
Otago p. 22 



POSITIVE OUTCOMES OF AGRO ECO TOURISM 

•  Fair trade cooperatives 

•  Environmental and renewable energy 
interpretation 

•  Increased net income, lowered risk 
and improved capitalization 

•  Organic polycrop foodstuff and 
handicraft production 
 
Otago p. 22 



POSITIVE OUTCOMES OF AGRO ECO TOURISM 

•  Linkages with big operators and international 
marketing 

•  Preservation of culture; Indigenous knowledge, 
local lifestyles 

•  Distribution of tourism dollar 
 
Otago p. 22 



POSITIVE OUTCOMES OF AGRO ECO TOURISM 

•  Public\Private partnerships; NGO 
initiatives 

•  Demonstrating sustainable consumption 
and production 

•  Positive experiences for visitors and 
hosts! 
 
Otago p. 22 



TOURISM AND POVERTY ALLEVIATION 

•  Tourism is one of the strongest drivers of world 
trade and prosperity. 
•  tourism acts as an engine for development 

through foreign exchange earnings and the 
creation of direct and indirect employment 

•  Tourism in many developing and least developed 
countries is the most viable and sustainable 
economic development option, and in some 
countries, the main source of foreign exchange 
earnings 
 
http://step.unwto.org/content/tourism-and-poverty-alleviation-1 



10 PRINCIPLES FOR PURSUING  
POVERTY ALLEVIATION THROUGH TOURISM 

 
1.  All aspects and types of tourism can and should be concerned about poverty alleviation. 

2.  All governments should include poverty alleviation as a key aim of tourism development 
and consider tourism as a possible tool for reducing poverty. 

3.  The competitiveness and economic success of tourism businesses and destinations is 
critical to poverty alleviation – without this the poor cannot benefit. 

4.  All tourism businesses should be concerned about the impact of their activities on local 
communities and seek to benefit the poor through their actions. 
 
http://step.unwto.org/content/tourism-and-poverty-alleviation-1 



10 PRINCIPLES FOR PURSUING  
POVERTY ALLEVIATION THROUGH TOURISM 

 
5. Tourism destinations should be managed with poverty alleviation as a central aim that is 
built into strategies and action plans. 

6. A sound understanding of how tourism functions in destinations is required, including 
how tourism income is distributed and who benefits from this. 

7. Planning and development of tourism in destinations should involve a wide range of 
interests, including participation and representation from poor communities. 
 
http://step.unwto.org/content/tourism-and-poverty-alleviation-1 



10 PRINCIPLES FOR PURSUING  
POVERTY ALLEVIATION THROUGH TOURISM 

 
8. All potential impacts of tourism on the livelihood of local communities should be considered, 
including current and future local and global impacts on natural and cultural resources. 

9. Attention must be paid to the viability of all projects involving the poor, ensuring access to 
markets and maximising opportunities for beneficial links with established enterprises. 

10. Impacts of tourism on poverty alleviation should be effectively monitored.   
 
http://step.unwto.org/content/tourism-and-poverty-alleviation-1 

 
 



(AGRO) ECO TOURISM BUSINESS PLANNING 

•  University of Florida - Principles for Developing Your Ecotourism Business Plan 

•  http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/fr299 



FURTHER INFORMATION AND KEEPING IN TOUCH 

colinhrichard.weebly.com 
 
 
colinhrichard@gmail.com 
 
 
Colin H Richard 
Sustainability Services 


