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Brief ECHO Overview



ECHO: A Global Organization
-Standing on the shoulders of giants
-Unity in diversity
-Each RIC and office takes on the unique    

aspects of its context and the needs of 
those it serves

-Unified by our Vision and Mission:



ECHO: A Global Organization
-VISION: 

-Honoring God by empowering the         
undernourished with sustainable hunger solutions

-MISSION:
-Following Jesus by reducing hunger and improving    
lives worldwide through partnerships that equip 
people with agricultural resources and skills



How does ECHO Work 
Globally?
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Our goal is to empower and equip our network members to advance 
food security and sustainable livelihoods among the poor

Connecting 18,000+ members (individuals and organizations) globally

International and 
National NGOs

GovernmentChurches

Communities Researchers

Farmers & 
Farmer Groups

Our Approach: Through Networking



6

Core Functions of ECHO

…of practical and innovative options 
(ideas that work)

Finding

Testing

SharingMeasuring

Networking

How We Achieve our Mission



Providing Options

o Sustainable Agriculture

o Community Development

o Water and Sanitation

o Urban and Community Gardening

o Alternative and Renewable Energy

o Appropriate Technology

o Participatory Approaches

o Seed Saving and Banking

o Creation Care and the Environment

o Coffee and other niche crops 





Connecting



Connecting 



ECHO Publications



ECHO Publications
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Translations:
oEnglish

oFrench

oSpanish

oKiswahili

oThai ไทย

oBurmese ြမနမ်ာ

oMandarin 汉语

oBahasa Indonesia
oKhmer !"ែខ%រ

oVietnamese Tiếng Việt

oHindi !ह#द%
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Print Publications
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o Nearly 175 Seed Varieties at ECHO Asia 
Alone in addition to ~350 varieties at ECHO 
Global and growing number in E Africa

o Appropriate Seed Storage Methods for the 
Tropics

o Seed Production Plots

o Open-Pollinated 

o Locally adapted

o Biodiversity and 
CC implications

Global and Regional Seed Banks
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Serve as a research, demonstration, and training hub
Interns, Volunteers, and Community Leaders

Global Farm and Regional SFRCs
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ECHO Internships in Florida and in different RICS
• Combination of coursework and hands-on practical experience
• Runs from May-May with a cohort of 8
•Master’s Certificate through DIU

Other ECHO Services



Dear  friends:

Where can I obtain a local bamboo that’s called mai ruak?

Phil

Dear Phil,

The mai ruak (or mai huak) you're referring to, Thyrsostachys siamensis, also known as 
umbrella bamboo, is very common. It's found planted all over the countryside for pole 
production. It's also pretty easy to establish (I believe by removing and planting offsets from 
the main clump - see image below). I've heard local farmers say that best time to often 
remove and plant offsets is late dry season (April).
Whether transplanted to plant beds, large seedling bags or 
directly into the field, the offsets will need to be well 
watered until the offset begins producing shoots and 
develop viable root systems to support the plants.

I hope this helps!

Technical Responses



Global Training and Equipping
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Global Training and Equipping
Next Up:
November 14-16, 2023
ECHO, Florida 
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Global Training and Equipping
-7th ECHO East Africa Biennial Symposium on 

Sustainable Agriculture and Appropriate 
Technology 

-Feb 21-23, 2023 Arusha, Tanzania
-Burkina Faso National Forum

-Feb 13-15, 2023 Ouagadougou
-ECHO Asia Agriculture and Community Development 

Conference
-Oct 16-20, 2023 Chiang Mai, Thailand

-Multiple symposia and WS throughout W Africa 
- TAD 1 at ECHO Florida – March 27-31


