
 
 
 

Creation Care 
as an Integral Part 

of Mission 
 
 
 

ECHO Asia Conference 
2 October 2013 

 



The Big Picture 



Biodiversity Hotspot, Yunnan & Sichuan 















Polluted water from Tigyit coal mine, 
flowing into upper Balu creek then 
Inle lake.  Shan State 2010 

Testing water near chromium waste piles  
in Yunnan 

100 tonnes of river fish  
killed in Hubei Province  
by ammonia spill 



Drive to increase food production:                        
- excessive use of pesticides                                    
- introduction of genetic engineering 
 
 
Bulldozing land for cassava mono plantation, 
Hukawng valley tiger reserve, Kachin State 
  





God made every nation of men and he 
determined the times set for them and the 

exact places where they should live. 
Acts 17:26  
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Changes in the per-person resource demand ecological 
footprint and biocapacity. Biocapacity varies each year 
with ecosystem management, agricultural practices (such 
as fertilizer use and irrigation), ecosystem degradation, 
and weather, and population size. Footprint varies with 
consumption and production efficiency. 



 Some Consequences of the Ecological Crisis 
• Inadequate water supplies and sanitation 
• Food shortages and price inflation 
• Flooding 
• Increasing severity and unpredictability of ‘weather’ 
• Business failure and unemployment 
• Economic dysfunction 
• Mass migration 
 - loss of community and family life 
 - problems with education, caring for the elderly etc 
• Loss of Habitat & Biodiversity 
 - species loss through habitat attrition  
 - loss of rare species through illegal trade in food,             

  medicines, collectables 
• Internal and external political tensions 
 
  



Perceptions 











Our struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the powers of this 
dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  

Ephesians 6:12 



Integral Mission 







Joseph was a peasant farmer in Thyolo, Malawi. 
His life was in a mess, struggling with poverty, 
alcohol abuse & ancestral worship issues. He 
averaged just 7 bags of maize from his plot per 
year which was not even enough to care for his 
own family. He was without hope and aimless in 
his poor farming community when Johan van der 
Ham picked him out, along with several others, to 
disciple him in Farming God's Way. They met 
weekly over the preplanting season and with the 
opportunity of teaching Farming God's Way came 
the opportunity for Joseph to be discipled in the 
fulness of God's ways. He submitted his life to the 
Lordship of Christ, cleaned up his life and began to 
walk in faithfulness and good stewardship of the 
Farming God's Way tool he had been empowered 
with. At harvestime his yield was an astounding 70 
bags - 10 times his average yield and the poverty 
cycle over his life was broken. Joseph now 
ministers full time with YWAM in Malawi. 



Mission may not always begin with evangelism.   
But mission that does not ultimately include  
declaring the Word and the name of Christ,  
the call to repentance, faith and obedience  

has not completed its task.   
It is defective mission, not holistic mission. 

Chris Wright 



God made known to us the mystery 
of his will… to bring all things in 

heaven and on earth together under 
one head, even Christ.  

Ephesians 1:9-10 







 
A managed forest of at least 6.2km2 (>4500m2pp) or          

a mangrove of 7.0 - 9.3km2 (5000 - 6700m2pp)                          
is needed to sequester OMF’s air travel CO2 emissions. 

 









Questions 
 

1. What lessons can be learned from creation care 
integral mission approaches that you are already 
involved in? 

 
1. Are there opportunities that lend themselves to 

creation care integral mission approaches In the 
communities you are working among? 

 
1. How could Biblical creation care help in fostering 

trust and friendship with those from other religious 
backgrounds? 

 
1. How can we encourage one another to ‘walk the 

talk?’  
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