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Where is ECHO Based?
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ASIA Regional Impact Center 
Geographic Focus 



The Work In Which 
We Are Involved

o Sustainable Agriculture

o Community Development

o Participatory Approaches

o Water and Sanitation

o Alternative and Renewable Energy

o Urban and Community Gardening

o Appropriate Technology

o Seed Saving and Banking

o Creation Care and the Environment

o Coffee 
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Our Approach Is Through Our 
Network Partners

Our goal is to empower and equip our network members to advance food 
security and sustainable livelihoods among the poor

Connect with 3,100+ regional members and ~13,000+ members globally

International Relief & 
Development NGO’s

Local GovernmentChurches

Missionaries Academic Institutions

Farmers & 
Farmer Groups
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How We Seek To Achieve Our Goal
An Introduction to the Services we Provide

…of practical and innovative options

Collection

Verification

Dissemination



We work through our network partners. Our goal: to empower 
our network members to advance food security and 

sustainable livelihoods among the poor and smallholders



Cycle of Refinement
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www.ECHOcommunity.org

• Technical Publications
• Technical Requests
• Seedbank Ordering
• Contact Staff

• ECHO Asia Notes Subscription
• Research Updates
• Networking
• Calendar of Training Events
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Translations:

o English

o Thai

o Burmese

o Mandarin

o Bahasa
Indonesian

o Khmer

o Vietnamese

o Hindi
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Regionally Relevant 
Printed Publications
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Regional Workshops and Training Events



ECHO Asia 
Agriculture and Community 
Development Conference

Next Conference: October, 2019, 
Chiang Mai

~$200 with meals and lodging
Limited scholarships available!

227 Participants from 25 
Countries

Biennial Conference
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Site Visits and Tours for Agricultural 
Development Workers
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ECHO Asia Seedbank

o 175 Seed Varieties

o Appropriate Seed Storage 
Methods for the Tropics

o Seed Production Plots

o Open‐
Pollinated 

o Locally 
Adapted

o Pan‐Asian
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Other ECHO Asia Services

Professional Consulting 
for NGOs & Mission Agencies

Internships & Volunteer 
Opportunities For Nationals & 
Internationals

Technical Requests



Technical Requests

Dear  friends:

Where can I obtain a local bamboo that’s called mai ruak?

Phil

Dear Phil,

The mai ruak (or mai huak) you're referring to, Thyrsostachys siamensis, also known as 
umbrella bamboo, is very common. It's found planted all over the countryside for pole 
production. It's also pretty easy to establish (I believe by removing and planting offsets from 
the main clump ‐ see image below). I've heard local farmers say that best time to often 
remove and plant offsets is late dry season (April).
Whether transplanted to plant beds, large seedling bags or 
directly into the field, the offsets will need to be well 
watered until the offset begins producing shoots and 
develop viable root systems to support the plants.

I hope this helps!
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Conducting Regionally Relevant Research
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Membership is Free!  
Get connected to 3,100+ regional members and 13,000 global members

Sign up as an “Active Development Worker” on 
www.ECHOcommunity.org

Elect to receive ECHO Asia Notes and ECHO Asia News

Receive 10 free packets of seeds per year

Contact us at:
abicksler@echonet.org
echoasia@echonet.org

Take-Home Message


