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Conrado’s experiment



The First
Alternative:
Purchased
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A Third
-'~Iternat|ve
Anlmal
Manure




Other
Alterna-
tives:
Coffee
Pulp,




Sugarcane
Bagasse




For most small
farmers, green
manure (gm)
and cover crops
(cc’s) will be the
least expensive
way to Increase
significantly the
om content of
their soll.
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What are the characteristics we
are looking for in a gm/cc?

1. Vigorous
growth. Usually EEeteatige. .
a good gm/CC  peEhaigs o ey
will produce 50
t/ha or more of
blomass per
season.




Hundreds of
& thousands of
g farmers In South
America use
om/cc’s primarily
to be able to use
zero tillage.




2. Good
weed control
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Some gm/cc’s can even control

eeds as noxious as Imperata grass
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3. Often we want gm/cc’s to grow
well In the poorest of solls.



4. Usually, - 1

we also |

want
healthy
nitrogen

fixation.
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Soll from a
humid
tropical

hillside after

growing
malize and
velvetbeans

every year

for 40 years



The jackbean
(Canavalia
ensiformis)

will grow on
the worst

soils, making
It ideal for
wasteland

recuperation.
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Lablab beans (Dolichos lablab) are

eaten like peas or as a dry bean.
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Tefrosia

77 candida orT

vogelil) IS
popular as a
hedgerow

an |mproved
fallow.










Sweet clover (I\/Ieli.,l.otu,s albus) cam be
Intercropped with mg‘;uze and then
grazed all through the dry SERCOMTE N
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Thus, gm/cc S can fertlllze the
soil; reeuperate wast_élarads

f@dﬁler erI amd othe
produot&”and allowﬁi!fﬁers
to-use'zero tillage. And.they.
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