












 While global population will increase by 50% by 2050; 
SSA will increase by 150% (0.8-2 billion)

 This will require 70% more food globally
 But Africa’s per capita food production has been 

declining over the last 40 years!!
 World wide hunger has decreased by 132 M in the last 20 

years, but it has increased by 20 M is SSA in the last 5 
years

 Africa is a net importer of food. Trade deficit of US  $ 22 
billion in 2007 (FAOSTAT 2011). 

 from ACT Presentation ECHO Symposium 2013
IS THE SOLUTION JUST TO PRODUCE MORE FOOD??
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 Djibouti  1,360%

 Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda >500%

 Congo, Madagascar, Malawi, Rwanda, 
Zambia  >400%



 Zambia   941%
 Malawi  741%
 Somalia  663%
 Tanzania   584%
 Uganda  396% 
 Madagascar  341%
 Rwanda   > 286%
 Kenya  > 284%



 Negative: Post-genocide influx; post-war 
rebound, poor education esp. of girls, lack of 
reproductive health services in rural areas, 
culture, religious leaders silence or opposition 
to family planning, ignorance, young 
population and the ‘population momentum’

 Positive: Improved medical services -> less 
death to preventable diseases, improved 
food security 



 Seychelles  127%

 South Africa, Burundi  250 - 300%

 Mozambique, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Namibia, 
Somalia, Sudan, Zimbabwe  300 - 400% 



 Zimbabwe, Namibia, Ethiopia, Seychelles
< 100%

 Djibouti, Eritrea, Sudan  100-200%

 Mozambique,  Congo  200 - 300%



 Negative and temporary: wars, genocide, poor 
medical services ->high mortalities, high existing 
population and high competition for natural resources 
and human services, poor natural 
endowments/natural resources; forced 
sterilization/abortions

 Positive: Improving education esp. of girl children, 
reproductive health/family planning services available 
to rural people, improved medical care->lower 
maternal and child deaths -> more spacing of children 
and confidence, improved economic situation of 
women, communication/consensus within households



 Quick Plenary Feedback: What are the 
implications of fast population growth on 
your work? LIST:

1 –
2 –
3 –



LIST:
1 –
2 –
3 –



 GROUP 1: COMPARE Gen 1:28 “Multiply, fill and 
subdue the earth.” AND  Gen 2:15: “God put man 
into the garden to work and steward it.”

 GROUP 2: Isaac Azimov, author: “Democracy, 
human dignity, convenience & decency, cannot 
survive overpopulation. As we put more and 
more people into the world, the value of life not 
only declines, it disappears. It doesn’t matter if 
someone dies, the more people there are, the 
less one individual matters.”



 Proverbs 13:22 “A good man leaves an 
inheritance to his children’s children.”

 How will Africa nurture, educate, house, 
clothe, shelter, provide energy for its people 
in 2100?

 What will Africa’s environment look like? Any 
parks left? Any forests? Any wildlife? Any 
birds? Any corals? Any wild areas?

 Will there be peace among Africa’s people?


	�Population growth – is it your agenda?
	IMPACTS: urbanization, infrastructures used to their limits; decline in well-being
	Scarcity of land - steep slopes, slash and burn , deforestation, erosion, sedimentation of lakes & seas = fish loss, fertility decline, energy shortages
	Land cultivated to the limits, erosion, deforestation, declining yields, climate change
	Deforestation, wetlands and marginal lands cultivated; water pollution, higher CO2 emissions
	Smaller farm sizes, intensification, food insecurity, hunger & poverty; conflicts over land & resources, genocides
	Africa’s Food Security Challenges
	Relationship between sustainable agriculture and Improved nutrition – Realtities of our Region�
	Relationship between sustainable agriculture and Improved nutrition – Realtities of our Region
	Realities in USA & Germany
	Public Health, Stunting, food security, markets and food policy in Rwanda’�Prevalence of Stunting by Age and Gender
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Which countries in East & Southern Africa had the fastest population growth rates since 1950?
	Which countries in East  & Southern Africa may have the fastest population growth rates by 2100?
	What factors cause faster population growth?
	Which countries in East and Southern Africa had the slowest population growth rates since 1950? 
	Which countries in East and Southern Africa may have slower population growth by 2100? 
	What factors cause slower population growth?�
	How will your work be affected if the population doubles in 20 years?
	How can your work positively impact population?
	Discussion Groups on Quotes: 
	Questions to ponder and pray for…

