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Arrival Activities 

Monday, December 6 

Time Event     Location 

All Day Delegates Arriving      via Hotel Shuttle and  Personal  Transportation 

3:00  p.m. Check-in Time Begins      Hotel, Front Desk 

3:00-9:00  p.m. Conference Packet Pickup          Hotel Lobby 

Money 

The Crowne Plaza Hotel will not cash personal checks, but they can cash a limited number of travelers 

checks.  There is an ATM located in the lobby.  There is also a bank within  a 5 minute walk; ask at the 

hotel desk for directions. 

Food 

Meals and snacks during the conference (Tuesday-Thursday) are included in your registration. See the 

hotel concierge or information in your room for additional options in the area.  No meals are provided 

Monday by ECHO. 

Languages 

English is the official language of the conference, but we are honored to have several non-English speak-

ing delegates among us this year.  In order to help them feel more comfortable, we have labeled name-

tags to identify the languages you speak.  If your nametag is not labeled with the correct language/

languages, (English, Spanish, French or Kreyol) please go to any ECHO information table and request a 

correction.

 

        Green                             Speaks English 

        Purple         Speaks Kreyol 

        Blue         Speaks French 

        Red         Speaks Spanish 

General Information 

Headsets for Simultaneous Translation 

Simultaneous translation into Spanish and Haitian Kreyol is provided by generous volunteers.  Please visit 

the translation table at the hotel and receive your headset for use during the morning sessions.  Transla-

tions are not organized for afternoon workshops or evening sessions.  If you would like to organize your 

own, you will need to notify the volunteers at the translation table in order to keep your headset.  THURS-

DAY MORNING, please take your headset to your hotel room after the group picture, use it for the even-

ing session, and turn it in at the end of the evening 

Seating for Translation in Main Session 

Those receiving simultaneous translation into Kreyol will be sitting toward the back of the room on the 

right, and those receiving translation into Spanish will be toward the back of the room on the left side.  

Look for the “Reserved” signs. 
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General Information—continued 

Composting and Recycling 

ECHO is striving to be “environmentally sensitive” in the way they handle the food service at our Confer-

ences,  however, until we have a plan that is efficient enough to handle 300 people in a short amount of 

time and in a cost effective way, we will continue to use as few disposable products as possible.  The 

burning of these products by Florida Power and Light helps to provide energy to the people of this area.   

Please use marked compost bins at meals for food scraps and fruit peels, and separate recyclable materi-

als from your other trash and place the items in the marked bins. 

Seed Orders 

We are pleased to offer 5 free packets of seeds this year to EAC 2010 delegates!  Some of you may have 

already placed your seed order through our website.  Others may complete a request form prior to     

9:00 a.m. Wednesday to receive the seeds before the end of the conference.  An order form and seed 

selection list is available at the information desk, either in front of the Bookstore, or at the hotel.  If you 

need assistance in selecting seeds, see ECHO staff members Bob Hargrave, Lindsay Watkins, Tim Motis, 

Beth Doerr, or Larry Yarger. 

Bees, Wasps, and Fire Ants 

If you see wasps  or a swarm of bees around the farm, please notify someone at an information table 

immediately. If you are stung, move away from the area as quickly as possible.  If the bees are aggres-

sive, go immediately to an enclosed location (building or car) to avoid them. Fire ants nest in the ground, 

and may be anywhere on the farm. 

Conference Photo 

We will take a group photo of all conference staff and delegates Thursday morning after the main ses-

sion.  The photo will be taken outside the Hotel.  Please do not leave the area until the photo is taken.  

This photo will be available to download by the end of conference at www.echonet.org. 

Address Correction Cards 

There is a small card in your packet which gives you the option of correcting your contact information or 

removing your name for the published list.  Please turn this in by Wednesday noon so that we will be able 

to include any corrections or omissions before distributing the list to all the delegates on Thursday. 

Airport Transportation 

The Crowne Plaza Hotel will provide airport transportation to RSW (Fort Myers Airport) for their guests.  If 

you are staying for the Post Conference Workshop, you may need to make special arrangements with Har-

ry Volker if you plan to leave ECHO and go directly to the airport. 

Travel to other Airports 

If you can give a ride or need a ride to Miami or elsewhere in Florida, please see the “Share-A-Ride” board 

on the farm.  The hotel courtesy shuttle will provide transportation to the Greyhound bus station. ECHO 

takes no responsibility for delegates travel to other locations in the state. 
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MEDICAL INFORMATION 

Medical Emergencies 

In the event of injury or illness, proceed to the nearest information table for assistance.  Please 

fill out an incident report.  If the incident is an emergency, dial 911 from a cell phone,  or 9-

911 from an ECHO campus phone, and notify an ECHO Staff person. 

First Aid Kits are located at all Information tables in addition to all bathrooms, the kitchen in 

the Main Office Building, the Tool Depot, and the Maintenance Shop. Please fill out an incident 

report at an information table for any injury.  Inquire at any information table about the Insur-

ance Policy for overseas delegates. 

Nearest Hospital to ECHO: 

 Lee Memorial Hospital 

 2776 Cleveland Ave. 

 Fort Myers—Phone 239-332-1111 

Directions:  West on Bayshore to Cleveland Ave. South (turn left) across the bridge.  Hospital 

will be about one mile ahead on the right. 

Nearest Medical Facilities to Hotel: 

      This Walk-in Clinic is just across the road north of the hotel, ask at the hotel desk for    

directions 

 First Care Medical Center 

 12995 S Cleveland Ave, Ste 184 

 Fort Myers—Phone 239-939-2201 

          The nearest Medical Facilities to THE HOTEL 

 Gulf Coast Hospital 

 12681 Doctor’s Way 

 Fort Myers—Phone 239-768-5000 

Directions:  Turn South on Bell Tower Drive to Daniels Parkway.  Turn left (East) on Daniels 

Parkway and a little over a mile to Doctor’s Way and the entrance to the Hospital parking lot.  

Follow the signs to the Emergency Room.  

Health Insurance Policy—Non U.S. Citizens Only 

Health Insurance is required of all Conference delegates.  If you are from another country and 

you do not have  health insurance that covers you here in the United States, you are required 

to purchase daily health insurance through us.  If you provided us with the information re-

quested to purchase the insurance, you will have the “evidence of insurance” documents in 

your packet.  Please keep this with you in case of an emergency.  If you did not receive the in-

formation, and feel you should have, please see someone at the ECHO information table. 
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GENERAL SCHEDULE 

Tuesday—Thursday 

 

Time Event Location                       

 

6:30—8:00 Breakfast Hotel 

 

8:00—ll:45 Morning Program Hotel 

 

11:50  Shuttles to ECHO Leaving from Hotel 

 

12:30—1:30 Lunch ECHO Farm Pavilion 

 

1:30—2:30 Afternoon Workshop 1 ECHO Farm 

 

3:00—4:00 Afternoon Workshop 2 ECHO Farm 

 

4:15 One Shuttle to Hotel Leaving from Shuttle Stop 

 

5:00—6:00 Dinner ECHO Farm Pavilion 

 

5:30—6:30 Shuttles to Hotel Leaving from Shuttle Stop 

 

7:25—9:00 Evening Program Hotel 
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Map of Crowne Plaza Hotel 
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BE SURE TO VISIT THE DISPLAY TABLES AT THE HOTEL (Letter B on the Hotel Map)   

THERE ARE DISPLAYS FROM THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS 

 

 EDGE Outreach Care of Creation Kenya 

 Team Workers/MSC Harvest Chapel Mission 

 FARMS International World Harvest 

 IDEAS                                                 PAIDEH 

 Technology for the Poor                     Samaritan’s Purse 

 MCC                                                   PDI 

 

ATTENTION DELEGATES,  Remember to choose as many books as you can carry from the ta-

bles of FREE books outside the library.  The free books are donated by Christians from the Ft 

Myers area with the intent of spreading the Good News!  The tables are well labeled.  Don’t 

confuse them with the tables of books FOR SALE outside the bookstore or the thousands of 

books on the shelves of the library and bookstore! 
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DIRECTIONS BETWEEN CONFERENCE  

LOCATIONS AND SHUTTLES 

Hotel to ECHO 

Exit the parking lot onto Bell Tower Dr. heading toward Daniels Pkwy (past the movie theater) 

Turn LEFT (East) onto Daniels Pkwy; go approximately 5 miles 

Turn LEFT (North) onto I-75; go 12 miles to Exit 143 Bayshore Rd (SR 78)  

Turn RIGHT (East) on Bayshore; go 1 mile to Durrance Rd 

Turn LEFT (North) onto Durrance Road; follow the signs 

ECHO to Hotel 

Take Durrance to Bayshore Road (SR 78) and turn RIGHT; go 1 mile 

Turn LEFT to go SOUTH on I-75; go 12 miles to exit 131 (Daniels Pkwy) 

Turn RIGHT onto Daniels Pkwy; go west approximately 5 miles 

Turn RIGHT onto Bell Tower Drive; go approximately 1 mile (hotel will be on your right after 

the movie theater. 

We will have two large buses for transportation, however several delegates have volunteered space in 

their cars to transport people between the Hotel and the ECHO Farm.  In the evenings, buses will drop 

delegates off at the front lobby of the Hotel. 

Daily ECHO Bus Schedule 

11:50 a.m.            Buses leave Hotel for farm 

4:15 p.m.              One small shuttle from ECHO to Hotel 

5:30—6:30 p.m.    Buses from ECHO to Hotel 

Hotel Courtesy Shuttle Service 

The Crowne Plaza provides 24 hour complimentary van service to locations within five miles 

and to the airport. See the guest services desk in the lobby for information 

Post-Conference Study Shuttles 

 All delegates staying for post-conference study must attend a meeting with Harry Volker re-

garding shuttle service to and from the Hotel.  Time and place will be announced  later. 
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TUESDAY SCHEDULE 

6:30—8:00  Breakfast 

8:00—8:15   Welcome  -  Stan Doerr  -  President and C.E.O. 

8:15—8:30  Worship  -  ECHO Interns 

8:30—8:45  Devotions   -    Brad Ward 

8:45—9:00  Announcements  -  Danielle Flood 

9:00—9:10  Tribute to Norman Borlaug  -  Jim Goering 

9:10—9:35  Services ECHO provides  -  Danny Blank  

9:35—10:20  Weaving Agricultural Development with Participatory Community                

                       Development  -  Tom Post    

10:20—11:00  Break and Networking Time 

11:00—11:45  Farmer Managed Agroforestry Farming Systems  -  Peter Cunningham 

11:45—11:50  Announcements  -  Danielle Flood 

11:50—12:05  Shuttles leave from hotel 

12:30—1:30  Lunch 

1:00—1:15  Groups leaving from Pavilion for quick walk through of Workshop     

 locations for those new to the ECHO Farm. 

1:30—2:30  Afternoon Workshop Session 1 

2:30—3:00 Break 

3:00—4:00 Afternoon Workshop Session 2 

4:15 One Shuttle to Hotel Leaving from Shuttle Stop 

5:00—6:00 Dinner ECHO Farm  Pavilion 

5:30—6:15 Shuttles to Hotel Leaving from Shuttle Stop 

6:15  Last Shuttle from ECHO Leaving from Shuttle Stop 

7:25—7:50 Evening Session I 

7:25—8:25 Roundtable 

7:50—8:00 Break  

8:00—8:25 Evening Session II 

8:25—8:35 Break 

8:35—9:00 Evening Session III 
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Weaving Agricultural Development with  

Participatory Community Development 

Peoples’ ownership is the principle axis of communi-

ty development. The most  resource poor farmer al-

ready exercises a huge amount of knowledge about 

his own land and resources.  On the other hand, 

ECHO has applied the work of   scientific experts to 

open up the grand diversity of agricultural possibili-

ties that the Lord has created. There are challenges in  

combining local peoples’ knowledge and assets with 

outsider  knowledge of the  grand diversity of agricul-

tural possibilities so that together, these improve 

quality of life.  This presentation will consider ten 

principles and brief cases that illustrate the use of 

the principles. 

Tom Post 

 

Tom Post currently serves as Team Leader for Asia 

with CRWRC (Christian Reformed World Relief  

Committee).  He has also worked for CRWRC in 

Honduras, Mexico, Belize, Costa Rica, and Kenya. 

Tom has his MA in Bilingual Education from Grand 

Valley State Colleges, his MSc. in Agronomy and 

Certificates in Latin Studies and Tropical            

Agriculture from the University of Florida, and his 

PhD in Development Studies from the University of 

East Anglia. 

TUESDAY MORNING SPEAKERS 

Farmer Managed Agroforestry Farming System 

(FMAFS) 

Peter's presentation on the Farmer Managed    Agro-

forestry Farming System (FMAFS) will describe and 

give results of this new farming system which aims to 

overcome the main contraints to farming in the semi-

arid tropics whilst improving food security and biodi-

versity.  This   farming system incorporates the 

Farmer Managed Natural Regeneration (FMNR) system 

presented by Tony Rinaudo at a previous ECHO con-

ference, together with multi-purpose Australian aca-

cias, annual crops and soil improvement measures.  

This talk will also illustrate appropriate agricultural 

practices for farming in drought-prone areas of the 

tropics. 

Peter Cunningham 

 

Peter Cunningham grew up on an irrigated         

horticultural property in southern Australia and has 

a Masters degree in Agricultural science.  After 

working for 13 years in temperate forage       

agronomy,    nitrogen fixation and plant breeding, 

he completed a Bachelor of ministries at the Bible  

College of Victoria, Australia.  He and his family 

have been working with Serving in Mission for 8 

years in Maradi, Niger Republic working on the 

Sowing Seeds of Change in the Sahel project.  This 

project is developing more resilient farming      

systems for the poor rural  Hausa and Fulani    

farmers and includes the development of edible 

Australian acacias-  a new food crop for Africa. 
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I 

 

Grafting tropical fruit and nut trees is such a popular 

subject that every year ECHO has grafting workshops at 

all afternoon sessions.  Topics:  Each afternoon at the 

first session the teaching team will determine the inter-

ests and experience level of each delegate, then tailor-

make the personalized instruction.  The first session is 

usually instruction and observation.  Second session 

delegates who attended any first session will have oppor-

tunity to practice grafting techniques they have learned 

Crafton Clift, David and Jenny Burd, Lloyd Marsh.  Crafton 

Clift is an expert with incredible experience grafting tropical 

fruits of many kinds.  He has traveled to many countries on 

fruit-tree collection expeditions.  David and Jenny Burd are local 

instructors who operate a small tropical fruit nursery.  Lloyd 

Marsh owns a local citrus nursery and will be teaching citrus 

budding. 

F 

 

AT Center Tour  - This tour will cover the various Appro-

priate Technology demonstrations located in the AT Cen-

ter including oil presses, cook stoves, shellers, grinders 

and more 

Beth Doerr is a former intern who returned to ECHO in 2004 

after working for 13 years in agriculture and community devel-

opment throughout the tropics.  She currently serves as an 

ECHO Agricultural Resource Staff member, the intern Coordina-

tor and is responsible for the animals, and directing the appro-

priate technology department at ECHO. 

L 
Meet the Speaker  -  Weaving Agricultural Develop-

ment with Participatory Community Development 

Tom Post  -  See information on morning talk 

B 
Cross-Cultural Communication In this workshop Dr. 

Fountain will tell his story of working with a large group 

of community leaders in a town in the DR Congo to con-

vince them to apply rules of sanitation  -  every house 

with a latrine, protected water sources, and a community 

development committee to supervise this.  They first 

examined their beliefs that diseases come from the 

curse of an enemy, then discovered how to link a scien-

tific understanding of disease with their beliefs. 

Dr. Dan Fountain, M.D. spent 35 years in a bush hospital in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo developing a comprehensive 

health service with many training programs and a strong com-

munity health component.  A strong spiritual (Biblical) founda-

tion enabled this to become integrated into Congolese society 

and the church. 

N 
Tour of the Farm This walking tour of the farm will fea-

ture some of the lesser known plants and techniques; for 

example, perennial vegetables and rooftop gardening 

techniques 

  English—Dr. Martin Price/Bob Hargrave 

  Spanish—Dr. Dave Unander 

  Kreyol—Etienne Francois 

J 
Principles & Practices for Sustained Food Production 

Tour the ECHO farm with its managers to see and dis-

cuss the various farming principles and practices that 

lead toward improved and sustained food production.  

Examples of practices include keeping the soil covered, 

minimizing soil disturbance, rotating crops, using leg-

umes incorporating quality compost and fertility amend-

ments.  Examples of principles include emphasis on di-

versity, systems approach to agriculture, incorporating 

animals into the farming system, emphasis on extending 

the growing season, strong dependence on perennials.  

Delegates will see many dynamic farming systems and 

techniques including multiple agroforesty systems 

demonstrated. 

Andy Cotarelo, ECHO’s Farm Manager, has been with ECHO for 

almost 4 years.  His background includes undergraduate stud-

ies in biology and then teaching high school science domesti-

cally and abroad for 6 years.  Andy began at ECHO through the 

internship in tropical agriculture, followed by a return with his 

family to Senegal.  Andy has now come back to ECHO taking on 

responsibilities in intern training and managing the farm. 

Joel Wildason grew up in N.E.  Pennsylvania working on the 

farms of friends and family members.  He gained further agri-

cultural experience as a ranch hand in Eastern Montana.  After 

spending two years at Montana Wilderness School of the Bible.  

Joel continued his education earning a degree from Northwest-

ern College in Global Studies/Intercultural Ministry.  Joel’s  

combined passions for both agriculture and missions brought 

him, along with his wife and son, to ECHO as an intern in July 

2008.  They returned to ECHO in October, where Joel has now 

assumed the role of Assistant Farm Manager. 

 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS I  -  1:30—2:30 
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS I  -  1:30—2:30 cont. 

P 
Chapin Drip Irrigation Bucket Kits  A simple bucket 

drip irrigation system is being used worldwide to enable 

small-scale farmers to produce vegetables during either 

dry seasons or drought conditions.  A demonstration of 

this drip irrigation system will be presented as well as 

demonstrations of various other improved gardening 

technologies to assist in food security programs. 

Bill Chapin One of the original inventors of drip-irrigation, Dick 

Chapin holds patents for over 25 types of drip tape and manu-

facturing equipment.  As a deeply committed Christian he sought 

to find a way to use drip-irrigation to help the poor and in doing 

so, developed the gravity-fed Bucket Drip Kit and founded Cha-

pin Living Waters Foundation.  Bill Chapin, his son is presenting 

at this year’s conference. 

A 
Becoming an Ag Missionary Everyone can become an 

agricultural missionary!  Here we present an overview of 

what it’s like and what it takes to become an agricultural 

missionary, and provide some tools to help you pursue 

an overseas career as an agricultural missionary 

Larry Yarger serves on ECHO’s agriculture resource team.  He 

has a B.S. and M.S. in Horticulture from Michigan State University 

and has spent most of his professional life overseas.  Prior to 

ECHO, Larry worked with World Partners in Vietnam focusing on 

hillside farming, agroforestry and local church support. 

E 
Sustainable Safe Drinking Water  The simplicity of 

providing practical training that can empower others to 

make a difference in village health, particularly through 

the use of available water, a simple piece of equipment, 

a handful of ordinary table salt and a 12 volt battery 

and/or solar panel.  Through their Pure Water Pure Life 

(PWPL) Training Center they offer a means of building 

and maintaining small, sustainable water treatment 

plants that can easily handle the daily drinking water 

needs of 500 to 10,000 people. 

Besides serving as Vice President of the Board of Directors for 

EDGE OUTREACH, Kurtis T. Daniels is the organization’s “resident 

plumber/consultant” in charge of training and field operations.  

Providing practical training, such as hand pump repair.  EDGE 

OUTREACH empowers people and organizations worldwide to 

better provide access to sustainable, safe drinking water. 

Through their PureWater PureLife (PWPL) program, EDGE OUT-

REACH offers the means of building and maintaining small, sus-

tainable water treatment plants that can easily handle the daily 

drinking water needs of 500 to 10,000 people. 

D 
Empower Train: Empowering farmers with             

Sustainable Technology.  Help design the Empower-

train?  Sustainable, Multipurpose Farm Equipment HCM 

would like your help to optimize the design of the Em-

power-train, hybrid veg-oil diesel electric farm equip-

ment.  This equipment is designed to help low income 

farmers bvy providing decentralized power, helping to 

increase crop yield thru irrigation and providing the abil-

ity to produce value added farm products and transport 

them to market. Powered by both a 9 hp veg-oil diesel 

engine and 2 hp 24-volt DC motor.  The machine is air 

transportable as checked baggage, and includes the 

following equipment inverter, alternator, air pump, 

blender, water pump, burr mill, hammermill, oil press, 

earth block press, concrete mixer, clothes washer, gar-

den tiller, field tiller, and hand cart.  With the ability to 

process farm outputs, and deliver product to market or 

demand at a very low cost, it will increase the farmer’s 

ability to obtain the best price for their product and 

open up additional markets.  By incorporating several 

pieces of equipment driven by one engine,  we help lev-

erage the initial investment to make the machine more 

affordable 

Mark Fisher Sustainable Technology Engineering Director, Har-

vest Chapel Mission Inc.  Bel Air, MD. A 501c-3 Christian non-

profit dedicated to bringing glory to God and assistance to those 

in need with sustainable technology.  Professional Career-Aircraft 

Structural Engineer, 25 years with Lockheed, Martin and General 

Electric Corporations.  Education—Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-

tute, Troy, NY.  1978-B.S. Aeronautical Engineering. 1979-M.S. 

Mechanical Engineering.  Volunteer Experience—Escana,  Bolivia-

Member Global Citizens Network to assist Peace Corp. volunteer 

in building greenhouses, developing additional water sources, 

introduced drip irrigation and started a seed store.  Dushanbe, 

Tajikistan– Volunteer with Farmer-To-Farmer program and Mercy 

Corps.  Helped local farmers construct new greenhouses with roll 

up sides that can take snow loads.  Wrote proposal to obtain 

funding for a canning factory from USAID.  The canning factory 

was eventually purchased by the “Dilsuz” organization that as-

sists handicapped individuals.  Kampala, Uganda 2008  -  Intro-

duced “The Empower-train” prototype to local farmers. 

Q 
Exploring Moringa  Robert Sanou and Tim Albright will 

provide an inside look of how growing and using 

Moringa has transformed the health and economics of 

the poor in Burkina Faso.  The various nutritional proper-

ties of Moringa will be briefly explored as well as the 

water cleaning properties of the seed powder but the 

main emphasis will be on the difference Moringa has 

made in people’s lives. 

Robert Sanou has 15 plus years of community development 

experience through ACCEDES projects in Burkina Faso  

Timothy Albright.  ECHO’s Director of Agriculture Training and 

Africa Regional Coordinator, came to ECHO in late August 2009, 

but has been a vital part of ECHO’s network for a number of 

years.  An ordained minister, Tim’s passion is holistic transfor-

mation for the physically and spiritually poor. 
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS II  -  3:00—4:00 

I 
*Grafting tropical fruit and nut trees is such a popular 

subject that every year ECHO has grafting workshops at 

all afternoon sessions.  Topics: Each afternoon at the 

first session the teaching team will determine the inter-

ests and experience level of each delegate, then tailor-

make the personalized instruction.  The first session is 

usually instruction and observation.  Second session 

delegates who attended any first session will have op-

portunity to practice grafting techniques they have 

learned. 

Crafton Clift is an expert with incredible experience grafting 

tropical fruits of many kinds.  He has traveled to many coun-

tries on fruit-tree collection expeditions.  David and Jenny 

Burd are local instructors who operate a small tropical fruit 

nursery.  Lloyd Marsh owns a local citrus nursery and will be 

teaching citrus budding. 

F 
AT Farm Tour  This tour will cover the various Appro-

priate Technology demonstrations located on the ECHO 

farm including the composting toilet, ferrocement wa-

ter tank biogas digester water pumps and more. 

Beth Doerr is a former intern who returned to ECHO in 2004 

after working for 13 years in agriculture and community devel-

opment throughout the tropics.  She currently serves as an 

ECHO Agricultural Resource Staff member, the Intern Coordi-

nator and is responsible for the animals and directing the ap-

propriate technology department at ECHO. 

L 
Meet the Speaker Farmer Managed Agroforestry Farm-

ing System 

Peter Cunningham grew up on an irrigated horticultural prop-

erty in southern Australia and has a Masters degree in Agricul-

tural science.  After working for 13 years in temperate forage 

agronomy, nitrogen fixation and plant breeding, he completed 

a Bachelor of Ministries at the Bible College of Victoria, Aus-

tralia. He and his family have been working with Serving in 

Mission for 8 years in Maradi, Niger Republic Working on the 

Sowing Seeds of Change in the Sahel project.  This project is 

developing more resilient farming systems for the poor rural.  

Hausa and Fulani farmers and includes the development of 

edible Australian acaciaqs—a new food crop for Africa. 

H 
*Well-drilling This team will demonstrate digging a  

well using a compact well drilling rig manufactured by 

Little Beaver.  Delegates are encouraged to watch the 

demonstration and talk to the different team members 

that have dug wells in places like Zambia using the 

Little Beaver well drilling equipment. 

 Ken Wagler  Director of Team Workers/MSC Canada.  Spends 

3 months a year drilling wells in villages in Northwestern Zam-

bia, Africa. Embro, Ontario Canada; Kirk Dupre, form the To-

ronto area is a director of MSC Canada and vice chair of Team-

Workers, a volunteer group providing practical support to mis-

sionaries by way of short term construction teams, well drill-

ing, drip irrigation and solar/electric installations.  Field of 

service are in Africa West Indies, Centeral and South America.  

Gerrit Van Essen serves as the coordinator of ACCTS 

(Answering Christ’s Call to Service) container initiative for MSC 

Canada with warehousing at 101 Amber St., Markham, On 

Canada.  Gerrit is responsible for sending containers of sup-

plies to missionaries serving in Africa and also is a member of 

TeamWorkers, actively engaged in leading teams overseas, Joe 

Haynes, President Little Beaver, Inc. Livingston, Texas. 

S 
Cover Crop Experiences on ECHO Farm.  This farm 

tour will highlight different demonstrations where 

green manure/cover crops (gm/cc’s) are being used.  

Delegates will also see the cover crop demonstration 

area which has small plots of both perennial and annu-

al gm/cc’s 

Joel Wildason grew up in N.E. Pennsylvania working on farms.  

He attended Montana Wilderness School of the Bible, and con-

tinued his education at Northwestern College in Global Stud-

ies/Intercultural Ministry.  He came to ECHO as an intern in 

July 2008.  Following the internship.  Joel worked on an organ-

ic vegetable farm in Pennsylvania.  The Wildasin’s were accept-

ed with Africa Inland Mission in August, and returned to ECHO 

in October, where Joel has now assumed the role of Assistant  

Farm Manager. 
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS II  -  3:00—4:00 cont. 

Q 
Small Scale Tree Nursery Techniques: Tim will share a 

variety of options for running a small-scale nursery using 

locally available materials.  See different set-ups for 

providing shade, irrigation, and protection as well as ide-

as for sacks, beds, and trays.  15 min indoor presenta-

tion—20 min outdoor in Monsoon Nursery. 

Tim Watkins is ECHO’s Nursery Manager, overseeing all as-

pects of plant propagation, purchasing and sales, nursery 

design, improvement, and maintenance; and nursery-related 

intern and visitor training.  He spent a year in the Central 

African Republic managing the Gamboula Agroforestry     

project 

B 
Seed Saving Tips and Techniques in evaluating or intro-

ducing new crops or crop varieties for a project area, it is 

often necessary to multiply small amounts of seed to pro-

duce enough for local farmers to experiment with.  Held 

at the ECHO seed bank, this workshop touches on some 

basic principles for selecting which crops to multiply seed 

of, growing a crop for seed production, collecting and 

storing the seed, and then monitoring quality/viability of 

stored seeds.  It will include information on how develop-

ment practitioners can store high-value seeds under prop-

er conditions in areas where electricity is not available for 

dehumidifying or cooling. Note: this is not a talk on grain 

storage. 

Dr. Tim Motis serves as ECHO’s Agriculture Technical Direc-

tor.  He grew up in Liberia, studied horticulture throughout 

undergraduate and graduate (PhD school and has directed 

agricultural projects in Ethiopia (2 years) and Haiti (3 years). 

O 
*The Nutritious Kitchen Garden Whether for health and 

nutrition, small farm development, a tool for education, 

or as an income source, the kitchen garden is fast becom-

ing an invaluable resource to the small farmer and his/her 

family.  What nutritious and otherwise beneficial crops 

could we be growing in the kitchen garden?  How can we 

have nutritious food growing year round? What tech-

niques can we employ to facilitate healthy crops and an 

efficient production system? 

Larry Yarger  serves on ECHO’s agriculture resource team.  

He has a B .S. and M.S. in Horticulture from Michigan State 

University and has spent most of his professional life over-

seas.  Prior to ECHO, Larry worked with World Partners in 

Vietnam focusing on hillside farming, agroforestry and local 

church support. 

A 
Social Media for Beginners Facebook, Digg, Twitter, 

Linkedin—You’ve heard the buzz and you probably know 

some of the catch-phrases: “Will you become a fan of my 

page?” “Did you read my latest tweet?”  It sounds like a 

foreign language, especially if you aren’t participating in 

the social media movement.  Join us while we walk 

throught practical steps of social media.  What is it? How 

do I do it? And How can it benefit my work/ Ministry? 

Danielle Flood is ECHO’s Public Relatioons & Communica-

tions Manager.  At ECHO, Danielle is responsible for commu-

nications, community relations, marketing and media, includ-

ing ECHO’s website and diverse social media efforts.  She 

also consults organizations on social media strategy. 

C 
Raising and Educating Third Culture Kids.  This work-

shop will be a time to think through and talk about edu-

cating and raising the most important resource that God 

has given us—our children—in a culture other than the 

one that their parents have come from.  What are some of 

the challenges? What is best for each child?  Although 

each setting and child is unique, there are many ideas and 

experiences that we can share to help each other in the 

journey.  Ellen will be available for private meetings with 

parents-to-be throughout the week. 

ECHO staff member Ellen Hargrave is an elementary school 

and special education teacher.  She home schooled her chil-

dren through elementary school in Kenya where she later 

served as Africa Inland Mission’s Homeschool Coordinator.  

Currently Ellen is on staff for Africa Inland Mission’s Candi-

date Weeks for new missionaries.  There she helps parents 

make an educational plan for their children.  She is also on 

an international steering committee to help provide support 

services for parents educating their children in Africa and 

very recently returned from Kenya from a several month visit. 

F 
*Technology for the Poor (Pedal Power)  in this work-

shop, we will demonstrate how a dual purpose bicycle can 

be used to power and operate a grinder, thresher, circular 

saw and other agricultural processing equipment.  We will 

provide instructions to convert an ordinary bicycle to a 

dual purpose bicycle. 

Job Ebenezer is the president of a non-profit corporation 

called “Techology for the Poor” He is a retired professor of 

engineering promoting these technologies in India, Tanzania, 

Kenya, Zambia, Belize, Mexico, Guatemala and Ecuador.  He 

provies technical assistance to those who desire to use these 

technologies. 

E 
CTI: Burr Grinder and Millet Thresher Richard will dis-

cuss the use of CTI Grinders in various contries, explain 

how to use the grinders and demonstrate several func-

tions of the machines 

 Richard Fulmer is a technical volunteer with Compatible 

Technology International (CTI) working to design or improve 

technologies that can be attainable for people working 

around the world. 
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Small Scale Biodiesel Production   -  Brad Ward 

This will be a presentation on producing bio-diesel in a village 

environment with simple equipment.  The talk will touch on 

subjects such as procuring feed stock, safety concerns, build-

ing a simple processor, making a test batch/quality control 

and basic biodiesel theory. 

Brad Ward works on the North Coast of Honduras as the farm 

manager for Cornerstone Farm / Hospital Loma de Luz. He 

also serves in nearby villages working with school gardens 

and small subsistence farm families to help find paths to 

better food security and resource stewardship. Brad previous-

ly worked in the highlands of Western Honduras on a large 

scale rural development project that was focused on soil con-

servation, irrigation infrastructure and commercial scale vege-

table production.  

Madagascar Fruit Tree Program  -  Betsy Langford 

The Madagascar fruit tree program was started 2006 by Dan Turk, 

a missionary with the PC(USA) Church.  Betsy Langford joined his 

team in Madagascar in 2007 to help with the propagation and 

planting of trees brought over from ECHO and other southern Flor-

ida nurseries.  She was also a part of the extension work with 

farmers throughout the island, working to plant orchards, and 

begin their own nurseries.  Betsy will be speaking about some of 

the fruit work going on in Madagascar. 

Betsy Langford is a former ECHO intern.  After her internship, she 

spent almost 2 years working with Dan Turk. She recently returned 

to the US to continue her studies. 

BREAK   7:50—8:-00 BREAK  7:50—8:00 

Nematodes  -  Dr. Ben Dube 

This session aims at discussing simple and yet effective agro-

nomic practices for most vegetable crops that discourage the 

buildup of plant—parasitic nematodes and other soil borne 

pathogens in the soil.  These agronomic practices range from 

timely watering or irrigation of crops, use of resistant or tol-

erant varieties, crop rotation, tillage practices, mulching, use 

of organic amendments, proper and timely methods of har-

vesting. 

Dr. Ben Dube currently serves as Associate Professor of Biol-

ogy at Eastern University.  His background includes time 

spent at the University of Zimbabwe working in the area of 

nematology.  There and at Eastern his  research activities 

have focused extensively on practical ways to control plant-

parasitic nematodes 

Agricultural Challenges and Approaches in Mozambique 

                                                                                                                                  Aaron Iverson 

This presentation will cover the agricultural challenges present in 

dryland southern Mozambique and the approaches used by the 

organization Mozaic to work towards food and water security in 

that area.  Special attention will be given to Mozaic’s approach of 

working with a local church to develop a self-run nutrition garden 

program (including successes and failures).  Other areas discussed 

will be fruit tree and perennial vegetable nurseries, multi-season 

vegetable gardening, manual borehole well-drilling and dryland 

farming  

Aaron Iverson graduated with a B.S. in Biology from Calvin Col-

lege, after which he spent a year as an ECHO Intern managing the 

rooftop and cover crops areas of the ECHO Farm.  He then spent a 

year in Mozambique working with an organization Mozaic, in vari-

ous aspects of agricultural development.  He is currently pursuing 

further training as a PHD student at the   University of Michigan. 

BREAK  8:25—8:35 BREAK  8:25—8:35 

Links between Agri/animal projects and other  

sectors e.g. HIV/AIDS affected individuals 

Jan Morrow  -   

Looking at how the agri/animal sector interacts with other 

sectors with emphasis on intersectoral linkage with WASH, 

health, nutrition, food aid and HIV/AIDS sectors.  A brief over-

view of effective programming strategies with examples from 

several countries with different agro-ecological zones and 

socio-economic situations.  

Jan Morrow   -  See info for Morning talk 

 

 

Introducing Amaranth in Tanzania  -  Eli Kisimbo 

Eli will present information on the nutritional qualities and uses of 

grain amaranth.  His talk will also summarize the project in Tanza-

nia that he has participated in. Aims of the project include:1) pro-

ducing amaranth seed for farmers, 2) produce amaranth grain to 

be sold before or after being processed, and 3) setting up a 

demonstration plot to increase awareness of the crop. 

Eli Kisimbo has been involved in development work, primarily in 

the Pare Mountains of Tanzania, since 1999 when he received 

training in the area of fish farming.  He has had extensive experi-

ence in the areas of fish farming, agroforestry, and amaranth intro-

duction.  Recently, he has participated in a 3 year cource in Ad-

vanced Community Development at the Tengeru Agricultural Insti-

tute in Arusha, Tanzania to better prepare himself for a leadership 

position in development work. 

TUESDAY EVENING SESSIONS 

ROOM “E”  7:25 p.m. ROOM “D”  7:25 p.m. 
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TUESDAY EVENING SESSIONS. 

 DISCUSSION 

Farming that Brings Glory to God and Hope to the Hungry- 

Craig Sorley 

This discussion will underscore the critical need for transform-

ing mindsets and building a biblical world view on environ-

mental and agricultural stewardship. In leading this discus-

sion,  Craig Sorley will refer to his experiences in East Africa 

and the challenges/realities faced by farmers and communities 

there. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Understanding Poverty-Tim Albright/Robert Sanou                             

Understanding the poor in their communities around the 

world is complex and often focuses only on external factors 

and causes.  While externals do have significant influence 

on the poor, there are also internal attitudes that affect the 

ability of the poor to cope with their poverty.  This session 

will attempt to identify harmful poverty mentalities that 

community development workers confront in those who 

have a hard time taking the proper steps toward positive 

changes in their lives and communities. 

               

Timothy Albright ECHO’s Director of Agriculture Training 

and Africa Regional Coordinator came to ECHO in late Au-

gust 2009, but has been a vital part of ECHO’s network for a 

number of years.  Although born in the U.S.  Tim moved to 

Mali as a baby spending his childhood among the Bwa Peo-

ple.  He graduated from Nyack College with a major in Mis-

sions, where he met his wife, Ruth a daughter of missionar-

ies in the Philippines.  Tim and Ruth were appointed as rep-

resentatives for CAMA services in Burkina Faso and spent 23 

years serving the poor in West Africa.  An ordained minister, 

Tim’s passion is holistic transformation for the physically 

and spiritually poor.  Tim feels that teaching the poor to fish 

instead of simply giving them a fish has become a lifestyle 

approach to his ministry.  In 1996, Tim assumed the role of 

regional consultant through CAMA services for Africa where 

he has focused on health education, food security, and en-

hanced livelihood.  Empowerment through better health has 

led him to focus on the critical HIV/AIDS issue as well as to 

promote the Moringa Tree in dealing with malnutrition.                               

BREAK 8:25—8:35 BREAK 8:25—8:35 

OPEN NETWORKING TIME 8:35—9:00 OPEN NETWORKING TIME 8:35—9:00 

ROOM “F”  7:25 p.m. ROOM “G”  7:25 p.m. 
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WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 

6:00—8:00 Breakfast 

8:00—8:05 Welcome 

8:05—8:20  Worship ECHO Interns 

8:20—8:35 Devotions  -  Craig Sorley 

8:35—9:00 Announcements and Seed Orders 

9:00—9:45 Incorporating spiritual principles into Development 

  K. Robert Sanou/Tim Albright 

9:45—10:00 Break 

10:00—10:45 Sand Dams in Kenya 

  Jacob and Alvera Stern 

10:45—11:30 Anamed’s Approach to Natural Medicine/Artemisia in Ethiopia 

  Ralph Wiegand 

11:30—11:35 Announcements  

11:45—12:05 Shuttles leave from Hotel to Farm 

12:30—1:30 Lunch ECHO Farm 

1:30—2:30 Afternoon Workshop Session 1 

3:00—4:00 Afternoon Workshop Session 2 

4:15 One Shuttle to Hotel Leaving from Shuttle Stop 

5:00—6:00 Dinner ECHO Farm Pavilion 

5:30—6:15 Shuttles to Hotel Leaving from Shuttle Stop 

6:15 Last Shuttle from ECHO Leaving from Shuttle Stop 

7:25—7:50 Evening Session I 

7:25—8:25 Roundtable 

7:50—8:00 Break 

8:00—-8:25 Evening Session II 

8:25—8:35 Break 

8:35—9:00 Evening Session III  
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Incorporating Spiritual Principles into Development Rob-

ert Sanou will explore the significance of compassion minis-

tries having intentional spiritual components and the poten-

tial holistic implications that this focus can have on a com-

munity.  Examples taken from his 15 plus years of commu-

nity development work through ACCEDES’ projects in Burki-

na Faso will be used as the foundation for exploring this 

theme.  The intent of the presentation is to give a frame-

work for a truly holistic approach to ministry, allowing the 

participant to grasp the challenges of such an approach 

while understanding the mandate of the international devel-

opment worker to proclaim Christ in both word and deed. 

Robert Sanou grew up in the village of Kouka in Western 

Burkina Faso.  He has a law degree from the University of 

Ouagadougou.  Upon graduation from university, he be-

came the director of a new Christian High School (Lycée 

Maranatha) in Bobo Dioulasso after being asked by the 

Eglise de I’Alliance Chrétienne (C&MA) Church to serve in 

this capacity.  In 1993 he was again approached by the 

national church to spearhead a new initiative to create a 

national church arm for social ministries in Burkina Faso.  In 

this capacity as the National Coorinator for ACCEDES, he has 

been involved with numerous relief and development 

activities including health, agriculture, education, 

environment, and food security.  With a masters in Project 

Management, his experience in relief and development and 

background in education result in his being highly solicited 

for teaching, training and conference speaking.  He and his 

wife Marie have three children 

Sands Dams in Kenya Sand dams are low cement struc-

tures on seasonal river beds.  They capture water and sand 

carried in the river during short heavy rains, storing water in 

sand and creating or enhancing aquifers.  The stored water 

does not evaporate, reduces salinity, raises the water table 

in the surrounding area, rebuilds indigenous biodiversity, 

and enhances agricultural production.  A holistic approach 

that combines the building of sand dams, digging of terrac-

es, planting of trees, and improving the use of indigenous 

drought-resistant crops provides a path from subsistence to 

prosperity for remote rural farmers. 

Jacob Stern serves as Agronomist and Trainer with MCC, 

seconded to Excellent Development Kenya.  He provides 

technical assistance and training for staff and community 

self-help group farmers who are involved in harvesting wa-

ter by building sand dams and other methods, using best 

practices for farming in semi-arid conditions.  He promotes 

the use of drought-resistant crops and seed banks for sus-

tainability. 

Anamed’s Approach to Natural Medicine/Artemisia in 

Ethiopia Most health-oriented projects in countries of the 

South aggravate the bias towards Western Medicine and 

deepen dependencies instead of building capacities in 

health care.  On the contrary, through training of local farm-

ers, health and extension staff, Anamed’s approach is to 

capacitate people to grow their own medicinal plants and 

produce proven medicine for home use and sale.  Thus 

“Natural Medicine” combines the advantages of Western 

Medicine and Traditional Medicine.  A “Code of Conduct for 

Natural healers: and a Christian ethical framework comple-

ment the “Natmed” approach.  In Ethiopia, this approach has 

spread throughout the country through Church ministries.  

Strengths and challenges were encountered in this process. 

Ralph Wiegand As an Agricultural Economist (Hohenheim 

University), he has served for over 13 years in Ethiopia with 

the largest Ethiopian Protestant Church (KHC), working as 

development advisor at regional level.  Their focus was to 

further the production, processing and marketing of high-

land fruits (apple, pear, plums etc.).  Besides, he introduced 

the Anamed approach to Natural Medicine, training local 

staff and farmers in production, processing and marketing.  

Born in 1963, he and his wife MoniKa, have three children, 

13, 11 & 9. All of them grew up in Ethiopia until end of 

2007, when they moved back to Germany.  At present he 

serves in a free evangelical Church as executive pastor, 

while trying to keep in touch with Anamed and develop-

ments in Ethiopia. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING SPEAKERS 
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS 1:30—2:30 

I 
* Grafting tropical fruit and nut trees is such a popular 

subject that every year ECHO ;has grafting workshops at 

all afternoon sessions.  Topics: Each afternoon at the 

first session the teaching team will determine the inter-

ests and experience level of each delegate, then tailor-

make the personalized instruction.  The first session is 

usually instruction and observation. Second session dele-

gates who attended any first session will have opportuni-

ty to practice grafting techniques they have learned. 

Crafton Clift is an expert with incredible experience grafting 

tropical fruits of many kinds.  He has traveled to many coun-

tries on fruit-tree collection expeditions.  David and Jenny 

Burd are local instructors who operate a small tropical fruit 

nursery.  Lloyd Marsh owns a local citrus nursery and will be 

teaching citrus budding. 

L 
Meet the Speaker  -  Natural Medicine: Anamed’s    

Approach 

Ralph Wiegand 

B 
*Cross-Cultural Communication In this workshop Dr. 

Fountain will tell us his story of working with a large 

group of community leaders in a town in the DR Congo 

to convince them to apply rules of sanitation  -  every 

house with a latrine, protected water sources, and a 

community development committee to supervise this.  

They first examined their beliefs that diseases come 

from the curse of an enemy, then discovered how to link 

a scientific understanding of disease with their beliefs. 

Dr. Dan Fountain spent 35 years in a bush hospital in the Dem-

ocratic Republic of Congo developing a comprehensive health 

service with many training programs and a strong community 

health component.  A strong spiritual (biblical) foundation ena-

bled this to become integrated into Congolese society and the 

church. 

A 
Urine as a liquid fertilizer  -  Urine is redily available, 

free, and can make a wonderful fertilizer.  ECHO interns 

Andrew Kroeze and Scott Britton will present on their pot 

and field studies of urine as a fertilizer for corn, okra 

and pak choi.  This presentation will focus on manage-

ment practices for the development practitioner, based 

both on their trial and other research on the topic. 

Scott and Andrew are completing their one year ECHO intern-

ships at the end of December.  Scott is from Philadelphia and 

has studied religion, education and sustainable systems as well 

as having taught high school biology, served as a campus min-

ister and with Habitat for Humanity.  Andrew grew up farming 

in Iowa and has studied agriculture and mechanical engineer-

ing.  He has since worked on both small and large scale farms 

as well as a time as a shop engineer. 

P 
*Chapin Drip Irrigation Bucket Kits  -  A simple bucket 

drip irrigation system is being used worldwide to enable 

small-scale farmers to produce vegetables during either 

dry seasons or drought conditions.  A demonstration of 

this drip irrigation system will be presented as well as 

demonstrations of various other improved gardening 

technologies to assist in food security programs. 

Bill Chapin One of the original inventors of drip-irrigation, Dick 

Chapin holds patents for over 25 types of drip tape and manu-

facturing equipment.  As a deeply committed Christian he 

sought to find a way to use drip-irrigation to help the poor and 

in doing so, developed the gravity-fed Bucket Drip Kit and 

founded Chapin Living Waters Foundation.  Bill Chapin, his son, 

is presenting at this year’s conference. 

Q 
Basic Fruit Tree Propagation Techniques   -  This work-

shop will present the basics of seed and vegetative prop-

agation of fruit trees in a small-scale nursery setting.  

Learn from practical demonstrations of variety of tech-

niques used to multiply major fruit crops in a develop-

ment context. 

Tim Watkins is ECHO’s Nursery Manager, overseeing all as-

pects of plant propagation, purchasing, and sales;  nursery 

design, improvement and maintenance; and nursery-related 

intern and visitor training.  He spent a year in the Central Afri-

can Republic managing the Gambola Agroforestry project. 

D 
Farming with a BUV (Basic Utility Vehicle): In addition 

to transporting farm imputs/outputs the BUV can be 

used for working the land.  The BUV serves many mis-

sion organizations and we want to focus on income gen-

erating projects including including farm co-ops. The 

BUV can be used in Kingdom businesses to generate 

funds for ministry. 

Will Austin Mechanical engineer. Designed the Basic Utility 

Vehicle (BUV), a simple, low-cost, off road utility vehicle engi-

neered for the needs and terrain challenges of developing coun-

tries.  The BUV Ministry is a not for profit charity devoted to 

improving the lives of the world’s poor by providing simple, low

-cost vehicles to facilitate community transformation.  Our most 

recent focus is adapting the BUV to serve on the farm.  Indian-

apolis, IN. 

*
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS 1:30—2:30 

M 
Rooftop Gardening at ECHO—Demonstration and explanation 

of numerous rooftop or above-ground gardening methods and 

their advantages and limitations.  Topics will include building 

of shallow beds, shallow pools, wick gardens, the many forms 

of tire gardens, fertilizer and water considerations and plant 

selection. 

Dr. Martin Price first came to ECHO in 1981 with a PhD 

in Biochemistry, teaching experience at Geneva College, 

and post-doctoral research in agriculture.  During his 27 

years of leadership (25 as CEO) at ECHO, Dr. Price 

shaped ECHO’s ministry and initiated the information-

sharing, experimentation, training and networking that 

characterizes ECHO’s global ministry.  Dr. Tim Motis 

serves as ECHO’s Agriculture Technical Director.  He 

grew up in Liberia, studied horticulture throughout un-

dergraduate and graduate (PhD school and has directed 

agricultural projects in Ethiopia (2 years) and Haiti (3 

years). 

J 
*Principles & Practices for Sustained Food Production Tour 

Tour the ECHO farm with its managers to see and discuss the 

various farming practices including keeping the soil covered, 

minimizing soil disturbance, rotating crops, using legumes, 

incorporating quality compost and fertility amendments. Exam-

ples of principles include:  emphasis on diversity, systems ap-

proach to agriculture, incorporating animals into the farming 

system, emphasis on extending the growing season, strong 

dependence on perennials.  Delegates will see many dynamic 

farming systems and techniques including multiple agroforest-

ry systems demonstrated. 

Andy Cotarelo/Joel Wildason  -  See Tuesday’s Work-

shop schedule for Bio. 

O 
*The Nutritious Kitchen Garden  Whether for health and nutri-

tion, small farm development, a tool for education, or as an 

income source, the kitchen garden is fast becoming an invalua-

ble resource to the small farmer and his/her family.  What nu-

tritious and otherwise beneficial crops could we be growing in 

the kitchen garden?  How can we have nutritious food growing 

year round?  What techniques can we employ to facilitate 

healthy crops and an efficient production system? 

Larry Yarger serves on ECHO’s Agriculture resource 

team.  He has a B.S. and M.S. in Horticulture from Michi-

gan State University and has spent most of his profes-

sional life overseas.  Prior to ECHO, Larry worked with 

World Partners in Vietnam focusing on hillside farming, 

agroforestry and local church support. 

F 
*Technology for the Poor: (Pedal Power)  In this workshop, 

we will demonstrate how a dual purpose bicycle can be used to 

power and operate a grinder, thresher, circular saw and other 

agricultural processing equipment.  We will provide instruc-

tions to convert an ordinary bicycle to a dual purpose bicycle. 

Job Ebenezer is the president of a non profit corporation 

called “Technology of the Poor.”  He is a retired professor 

of engineering.  He has promoted these technologies in 

India, Tanzania, Kenya, Zambia, Belize, Mexico, Guatema-

la and Ecuador.  He provides technical assistance to 

those who desire to use these technologies. 

E 
Sustainable Safe Drinking Water  The simplicity of providing 

practical training that can empower others to make a difference 

in village health, particularly through the use of available wa-

ter, a simple piece of equipment, a handful of ordinary table 

salt and a 12 volt battery and/or solar panel.  Through their 

Pure Water Pure Life (PWPL) Training Center they offer a means 

of building and maintaining small, sustainable water treatment 

plants that can easily handle the daily drinking water needs of 

500 to 10,000 people 

Besides serving as Vice President of the Board of Direc-

tors for EDGE OUTREACH, Kurtis T. Daniels is the organ-

izations “resident plumber/consultant”  in charge of 

training and field operations.  Providing practical train-

ing. EDGE OUTREACH empowers people and organiza-

tions worldwide to better provide access to sustainable, 

safe drinking water. 

G 
Rocket Stove Cooking  We will use a Rocket Stove to cook 

which will show how they can boil water quickly using small 

amounts of fuel and with very little emissions 

John Anderson has a business selling wild-collected 

native plant seed to nurseries which he started after sell-

ing the wholesale native plant NURSERY he and Flip 

owned after returning from Haiti in 1991.   

R 
Meet the Speaker  -  Incorporating Spiritual Principles into 

Development  

Robert Sanou  
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS  3:00  -  4:00 

I 
*Grafting tropical fruit and nut trees is such a popular 

subject that every year ECHO has grafting workshops at 

all afternoon sessions.  Topics: Each afternoon at the 

first session the teaching team will determine the inter-

ests and experience level of each delegate, then tailor-

make the personalized instruction.  The first session is 

usually instruction and observation.  Second session 

delegates who attended any first session will have oppor-

tunity to practice grafting techniques they have learned. 

Crafton Clift is an expert with incredible experience grafting 

tropical fruits of many kinds.  He has traveled to many coun-

tries on fruit-tree collection expeditions.  David and Jenny 

Burd are local instructors who operate a small tropical fruit 

nursery.  Lloyd Marsh owns a local citrus nursery and will be 

teaching citrus budding. 

K 
Food Preparation from the Farm Prepare and taste the 

plants you hear about at ECHO.  We’ll prepare and then 

taste greens, beans, and grains including chaya, 

moringa, katuk winged bean, amaranth, and guinoa. 

Rhoda Beutler came to ECHO as an Intern in 2004 and contin-

ued as a staff member after an oversees assignment in the 

Central Plateau of Haiti.  Until recently, she served as ECHO’s 

Educational Programs Coordinator overseeing training and 

education opportunities including workshops, college courses, 

and the guided self –study program.  Rhoda now lives in    

Kansas. 

L 
*Using Artemisia for Malaria and other Diseases 

Learning by doing: we’ll explain the production and im-

portance of Artemisia tea as a main instrument in the 

fight against Malaria, AIDS, cancer, hemorrhoids and 

other diseases.  Tasting the tea will make this workshop 

an unforgettable occasion.  Time providing, we will also 

produce Chilli (or Artemisia) ointment as an example of 

ointment production. 

Ralph Wiegand  See Morning talk Bio 

R 
Beekeeping I This will be an introduction to beekeeping 

in the tropics with concentration on types of hives used 

and the basic inexpensive equipment that a new bee-

keeper can use and can be found in their own areas.  

Colony manipulation and hive management with African-

ized bees in Central and South America, as well as,   

African bees in Africa is discussed. 

Harry Volker is an ECHO staff member and former profession-

al beekeeper.  Elmer Johnson is a professional beekeeper for 

50 years here in south Florida and is a volunteer in charge of 

caring for ECHO bees. 

P 
*Well-Drilling This team will demonstrate digging a well 

using a compact well drilling rig manufactured bvy  Little 

Beaver.  Delegates are encouraged to watch the demon-

stration and talk to the different team members that 

have dug wells in places like Zambia using the Little Bea-

ver well drilling equipment 

Ken Wagler, Director of TeamWorkers/MSC Canada, Kirk 

Dupre , Director of MSC Canada and vice chair of TeamWork-

ers, Gerrit Van Essen serves as the coordinator of lACCTS 

(Answering Christ’s Call to Service) container initiative for MSC 

Canada, Joe Haynes, President, Little Beaver, Inc. 

Q 
Foundations for Farming Part 1  Foundations for Farm-

ing or FfF is an initiative aimed at bringing transfor-

mation to individuals, communities and nations through 

faithful and productive use of the land.  FIF encourages 

practicing faithfulness with all that God has given us—

sun, soil, rain, time, seed and harvest.  The technique 

involves permanent planting stations, leaving crop resi-

dues, and careful management.  Part 1 focuses on the 

principles behind FfF.  Part 2 will be more hands on em-

phasizing techniques and establishing a model “well-

watered garden.  FIf was formerly called Farming God’s 

Way and has been very well received at the last 3 confer-

ences. 

Andy Cotarelo, ECHO’s Farm Manager, has been with ECHO 

for almost 4 years.  His background includes undergraduate 

studies in biology and then teaching high school science do-

mestically and abroad for 6 years.  Andy began at ECHO 

through the internship in tropical agriculture, followed by a 

return with his family to Senegal.  Andy has come back to 

ECHO taking on responsibilities in intern training and manag-

ing the farm. 

C 
Meet the Speaker  -  Sand dams: low cost sustainable 

water supply in semi-arid East Africa 

Dr. Jacob Stern  -   
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS  3:00  -  4:00 

H 
*Using vegetable oil as a fuel Matt and Neal will be 

presenting on the use of used or new vegetable oil 

as a fuel.  They have converted a bus to run on this 

and will talk about how this could be done on other 

equipment.  This fuel can be used as an alternative. 

Matt Hess. World Hunger Relief, Inc. Education Director.  Matt has 

served at WHRI for 4 years after teaching for 4 years.    He has also 

been involved in missions in a variety of roles.  Neal Curran, World 

Hunger Relief, Inc.  Agricultural intern.  Neal has served in China 

and also as a volunteer with Heifer International before coming to 

WHRI. 

B 
Extending the Growing Season  This presentation 

covers the “6 Fs” for sustained food production for 

the small farm family  -  fuel, fencing, forage, fruit, 

foliage (perennial greens), and farming practices 

that lead toward extending the season and year-

round dynamic, complex, thrilling, and potentially 

sustainable settings for supporting and prospering 

life.  The presentation will provide examples of how 

a strong dependence on perennial crops and sus-

tainable farming practices can greatly extend the 

growing season, reduce labor inputs, and provide 

sustained, long term food security and profitability. 

Danny Blank has been with ECHO for almost 16 years, mainly as 

farm manager.  He has developed expertise in propagating , grow-

ing and using a great number of the plants seen in the farming sys-

tems demonstrated at ECHO.  He greatly enjoys working alongside 

and training interns, meeting with visitors and opportunities to trav-

el overseas to visit ECHO’s network. 

A 
Social Media for Beginners Part 2 Join us for hands

-on portion of yesterday’s Social Media for Begin-

ners; Newcomers are also welcome. Sign up for a 

Facebook profile on fan page.  Twitter, a blog, 

Linkedin or others, or get more creative and link an 

RSS feed from a blog to your Twitter, Facebook or 

Linkedin accounts.  We’ll walk you through step by 

step and answer questions to help you make the 

most out of your social media efforts. 

Danielle Flood is ECHO’s Public Relations & Communications Man-

ager.  At ECHO,  Danielle is responsible for communications, com-

munity relations, marketing and media, including ECHO’s website 

and diverse social media efforts.  She also consults organizations on 

social media strategy. 

O 
Fuel Resources for the Small Farm Fuel availability 

is important for the small farmer, principally for 

cooking.  As in the case for water, families often 

spend a large percentage of their time looking for 

and collecting fuel.  In this workshop we will exam-

ine the feasibility of planting and maintaining 

“fuelwood banks”  on the small farm to help facili-

tate this need.  Fast-growing leguminous species 

and charcoal making will be discussed. 

Larry Yarger serves on ECHO’s agriculture resource team.  He has a 

B.S. and M.S. in Horticulture from Michigan State University and has 

spent most of his professional life overseas.  Prior to ECHO, Larry 

worked with World Partners in Vietnam focusing on hillside farming, 

agroforestry and local church support. 

E 
“Point of Use Water Filtration and Purification”  

Sawyer PointONE water filters: A simple gravity oper-

ated system offering capabilities of producing up to 

500 gallons of potable water, cleaner than US bot-

tled water, a day.  This system using technology 

derived from Kidney Dialysis can yield millions of 

gallons of clean water for a one time cost.  Learn 

how this simple, yet efficient tool is changing the 

face of water filtration in more than 50 countries 

and counting. 

Landon Scholl recently attended Messiah College a Christian Liberal 

Arts College, where he graduated with a BS in Business Administra-

tion (Leadership Concentration).  Upon graduation he began work 

with Sawyer Products as a coordinator of Clean Water Initiatives us-

ing Sawyer PointONE water filter technology.  Through education 

and exposure to Sawyer’s Revolutionary technology, NGO’s, Church-

es, Missionaries, etc. have all given/gained the valuable benefits of 

potable water. 

D 
*Empower Train: Multi-purpose farm vehicle  -  

See Tuesday’s Workshop Description 

Mark Fisher   -  See Tuesday’s Workshop Description 

F 
*Technology for the Poor (Pedal Power)  -  See 

Tuesday’s Workshop Description 

Job Ebenezer  -  See Tuesday’s Workshop Description 

G 
*Building a Rocket Stove We will build a Rocket 

stove from clay and organic material using five-

gallon buckets and 4” pvc as the mold. 

Jon and Flip Anderson  -  See Bio on Tuesday Schedule 
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How to include the Church in Development  -  Jan Morrow 

An introduction to showing how the church worldwide can be 

involved in holistic ministry.  Explaining the new opportuni-

ties for churches in the developed world to engage in devel-

opment work and how the local church in the field can be 

effectively engaged and empowered to reach out to their 

communities. 

 

Dr. Jan Morrow serves with Samaritan’s Purse as Senior Advi-

sor for Veterinary and Agriculture Projects.  He travels exten-

sively, training national field staff and also helping country/

project leaders to incorporate livestock and agriculture into 

their projects. 

No-Tillage Perenial Alternative Food Crops  -  Dr. Carmelita 

Hansel 

The usual food sources (corn, upland rice, some root crops) in 

upland areas in the southern Philippines usually require clearing 

and cultivation of wooded or forested mountains.  In order to obvi-

ate the resultant soil erosion, deforestation and consequent envi-

ronmental deterioration, some alternative perennial, shade-

adapted food crops that require no tillage and clearing are pre-

sented.  These include an edible fern, an endemic Ficus Species, a 

shade-adapted taro and a yam. 

Dr. Carmelita Hansel teaches Biology and directs research activi-

ties at Mindanao State University in the Philippines.  Formerly, she 

directed a livelihood project for people living with HIV/AIDS and 

continue as a consultant for that project. 

BREAK   7:50—8:-00 BREAK  7:50—8:00 

Cover Crops  -   Paul Noren 

In the past many peoples had farming strategies that involved 

long fallow periods for soils to recover and become fertile 

again.  Local vegetation was allowed to grow up and cover 

the land.  Today, population pressure in most regions has 

forced people to shorten fallow times causing soil health to 

suffer and yields to decline.  This talk will discuss several 

leguminous vines, shrubs and trees that can help this prob-

lem in various situations. 

 

Paul Noren  was born and raised in the DR Congo.  He has 

worked with agroforestry and fish culture for 30 years.  He 

has devoted much time to study and promotion of tropical 

fruit trees species in Central Africa.  Paul is a missionary with 

the Evangelical Covenant Church. 

Introduction to Tropical Ecosystems  -  Dr. Dave Unander 

Due to the need for specialization, it’s common that missionaries 

and agriculturalists may not have covered basic meteorology and 

geography as the basis for climate zones.  Understanding these 

aids in discerning appropriate crops and sustainable patterns of 

agriculture.  Lecture taken from “Tropical Agriculture and Mis-

sions” , a university-level course taught at ECHO in May (17 May—4 

June in 2010) and available for credit or as an audit. 

 

Dr Dave Unander is a professor of Field Biology at Eastern Univer-

sity in Pennsylvania.  He has a B.S. and M.S. in Plant and Soil Sci-

ence and a PhD in Plant Breeding.  He worked eight years in re-

search and development, first with the University of Puerto Rico 

and later with Fox Chase Cancer Center.  Dr. Unander teaches a 

“Tropical Agriculture and Missions” course, through AuSable Insti-

tute of Environmental Studies , at ECHO each summer. 

BREAK 8:25—8:35 BREAK  8:25—8:35 

Organizing/Promoting regional or local agricultural con-

ferences  -  Experiences from Haiti’s Agrikol “Konferans 

Agrikol”  -  Keith Flanagan 

For more than 12 years, Haitian Christian Agriculture leaders 

have been organizing an annual Agriculture Conference 

somewhat based on the ECHO Agriculture Conference.  This 

has become a very popular event.  For those from other coun-

tries who are interested in holding a similar event, we will 

discuss the planning and the execution of the conference as 

well as the types of activities and topics presented.  The prob-

lems encountered will also be discussed.  Input from other 

delegates is encouraged to help look for solutions to the 

problems and to improve on what is being done. 

Keith Flanagan has worked for many years as a Field Worker 

with Christian Veterinary Mission in Haiti supervising animal 

health work.  He has also been involved in a variety of com-

munity development projects. 

 

Use of Moringa Powder as Supplement for Weaning Children in 

Burkina Faso  -  Kay Witt, PhD 

Children transitioning from a diet of breast-milk to family foods 

are at increased risk of nutritional and health problems.  In many 

areas of Burkina Faso, the foods available to weaning children of-

ten result in an inadequate intake of energy, vitamin A, calcium, 

iron and zinc.  Poor growth and iron deficiency anemia are com-

mon.  The incorporation of small amounts of Moringa leaf powder 

into traditional foods appears to be acceptable to mothers and 

children.  Though anecdotal stories are encouraging, well con-

trolled trials to determine the extent to which adding Moringa 

powder to the diets of young children effects nutrient status and 

health are needed. 

Kay Witt is a Registered Dietitian and an Associate Professor of 

Nutrition and Dietetics, Messiah College, Grantham, PA.  She has a 

M.S. in Exercise Physiology from Purdue University and a PhD in 

Human Nutrition from Ohio State University. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING SESSIONS 

ROOM “E”  7:25 p.m. ROOM  “D”  7:25 p.m. 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING SESSIONS. 

 DISCUSSION 

A Starting Point Paradigm for Increasing Small Farmer 

Production  -  Tom Post 

This discussion will be based on the following points:             

1) Emphasize! Effective training and support to local agricul-

tural change agents:  These are the local anthropologists, 

experimenters, visionaries.  Get small experimentation 

started!  Make the change agents accountable to their own 

local community development organizations; 2) Water & Soil 

Conservation:  Decreasing run-off of topsoil and water—via 

all manner of living and dead barriers, and mulches;  3) Soil 

Fertility Restoration (Organic and Chemical, emphasizing 

aspects of land care and maintaining healthy soil biology) 4) 

New Cultivar Additions—First, focus first on improving “Staff 

of Life” Crops of Primary Importance; later introduce new 

species: 5) Market Driven-ness when a surplus becomes 

available.  Ex: Increase in sorghum, millet—for feed for 

poultry as middle class demand increases. 

 

Tom Post currently serves as Team Leader for Asia with 

CRWRC (Christian Reformed World Relief  Committee).  He 

has also worked for CRWRC in Honduras, Mexico, Belize, 

Costa Rica, and Kenya. Tom has his MA in Bilingual Educa-

tion from Grand Valley State Colleges, his MSc. in Agronomy 

and Certificates in Latin Studies and Tropical Agriculture 

from the University of Florida, and his PhD in Development 

Studies from the University of East Anglia. 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

Appropriate Technology Highlights   

Hear the highlights from each of our Appropriate Technolo-

gy presenters in a tantalizing, fast-paced AT preview that 

will make you want to know more about multipurpose farm 

vehicles by Empower Train, threshers & grinders by CTI, 

agricultural applications of the Basic Utility Vehicle, pedal 

powered technologies, rocket cook stoves in Haiti, hollow 

fiber membrane water filters by Sawyer, drip-irrigation by 

Chapin Living Waters, water chlorinator by EDGE Outreach, 

the AT Bus by World Hunger Relief, and well drilling with the 

Little Beaver.  

BREAK 8:25—8:35 BREAK 8:25—8:35 

OPEN NETWORKING TIME 8:35—9:00 OPEN NETWORKING TIME 8:35—9:00 

ROOM “F”  7:25 p.m. ROOM “G”  7:25 p.m. 
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THURSDAY SCHEDULE 

6:00—8:00 Breakfast  

8:00—8:05 Welcome 

8:05—8:20 Worship ECHO Interns 

8:20—8:35 Devotions  -  K. Robert Sanou 

8:35—9:00 Announcements and Seed Orders 

9:00—9:45 Integrated Fish Farming in Rural Settings 

                        Dennis Murnyak 

9:45—10:00 Break 

10:00—10:45 Case Study of a Nutrition Garden in CAR 

  Angela Boss 

10:45—11:30 Income Generation with Animals 

  Jan Morrow 

11:30—11:35 Announcements and walk outside for Group Picture 

12:05—12:30 Shuttles leave from Hotel to Farm 

12:30—1:30 Lunch ECHO Farm 

1:30—2:30  Afternoon Workshop Session I 

3:00—4:00 Afternoon Workshop Session 2 

4:15 One Shuttle to Hotel Leaving from Shuttle Stop 

5:00—6:00  Dinner ECHO Farm Pavilion 

5:30—6:15 Shuttles to Hotel Leaving from Shuttle Stop 

6:15  Last Shuttle from ECHO Leaving from Shuttle Stop 

7:25—7:50 Evening Session :Hotel 

7:50—8:00 Break 

8:00—8:15 Fill out evaluation 

8:15—8:25 Drawing for Prizes 

8:25—8:40 Closing Worship 

8:40—9:00 Closing Prayer of the Nations 
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THURSDAY MORNING SPEAKERS 

Integrated Fish Farming in Rural Settings Dennis will speak 

about fish farming in rural settings with small holder farmers, 

focusing on tilapia and also discussing how fish farming is 

integrated with agriculture practices 

Dennis Murnyak has 30 years of experience working 

in integrated fish farming in the Congo and Tanzania.  

He worked with the Peace Corps, as a missionary with 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America in Tanazania, 

and Heifer International. 

A Case Study of a Nutrition Garden Program in the Central 

African Republic Angela will present a case study of a nutri-

tion garden program in southwest Central African Republic.  

The program aims to improve household food security by 

training women of malnourished children in increasing variety 

in the diet through hands-on training, planting material distri-

bution and follow-up. 

Angela Boss is a former ECHO intern and staff mem-

ber.  She has experience working with tropical fruit 

and vegetable gardening.  She spent two years work-

ing with NMSI in the Central African Republic (CAR) 

and has since continued to be involved with agricul-

tural projects in CAR.  She is completing a Master’s 

degree in Human Security and Peace building and is 

very interested in working in the field of food security 

in countries emerging from or currently experiencing 

conflict. 

How to Implement Agri/Animal Income Generation Activi-

ties for People with Only Small Plots of Land. Dr. Jan Mor-

row will discuss how to implement animals into agriculture-

related income generation  activities on small farms.  This talk 

will include intervention strategies in both rural and urban 

settings, looking at practical, effective IGAs with examples 

using a number of different species. 

Dr. Jan Morrow serves with Samaritan’s Purse as 

Senior Advisor for Veterinary and Agriculture Projects.  

He travels extensively, training national field staff and 

also helping country/project leaders to incorporate 

livestock and agriculture into their projects. 
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THURSDAY AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS  I 1:30—2:30 

I 
* Grafting tropical fruit and nut trees is such a popular 

subject that every year ECHO has grafting workshops at 

all afternoon sessions.  Topics: Each afternoon at the 

first session the teaching team will determine the inter-

ests and experience level of each delegate, then tailor-

make the personalized instruction.  The first session is 

usually instruction and observation. Second session 

delegates who attended any first session will have op-

portunity to practice grafting techniques they have 

Crafton Clift is an expert with incredible experience grafting 

tropical fruits of many kinds.  He has traveled to many countries 

on fruit-tree collection expeditions.  David and Jenny Burd are 

local instructors who operate a small tropical fruit nursery.  

Lloyd Marsh owns a local citrus nursery and will be teaching 

citrus budding. 

O 
Meet the Speaker  -  Integrated Fish Farming in Rural 

Settings. 

Dennis Murnyak has 30 years of  experience working in inte-

grated fish farming in the Congo and Tanzania. He worked with 

the Peace Corps,  as a missionary with Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America in Tanzania, and Heifer International.  

B 
Meet the Speaker  -  A Case study of a Nutrition Gar-

den Program in the Central African Republic 

Angela Boss  -  See Morning Talk Bio 

K 
Malting  -  Toddlers weaned too early and people recov-

ering from starvation may lack some of the enzymes 

necessary for digesting starch and proteins.  HIV/AIDS 

patients often have severe infections in the mouth and 

esophagus that make swallowing difficult and painful 

and they may also lack digestive enzymes.  Providing a 

simple food like porridge that is easy for a normal adult 

to digest may not provide the nutrients expected.  Malt-

ing enzymes added to hot porridge break starch into 

simple sugars and partially break down proteins into 

amino acids and/or smaller polypeptides.  Higher con-

centration of nutrients is provided in each spoonful of 

diluted porridge treated with malting enzyme, contain-

ing the same amount of nutrients as a spoonful of the 

dense porridge before treatment.  This workshop will 

demonstrate the process and provide more details about 

what is happening, where to get the malting enzymes, 

etc. 

Dr. Martin Price first came to ECHO in 1981 with a PhD in Bio-

chemistry, teaching experience at Geneva College, and post –

doctoral research in agriculture.  During his 27 years of leader-

ship (25 as CEO) at ECHO, Dr. Price shaped ECHO’s ministry and 

initiated the information-sharing, experimentation, training, and 

networking that characterizes ECHO’s global ministry.  Martin 

will discuss practical lessons learned as ECHO has grown and 

developed under his leadership. 

Q 
Rapid Banana Multiplication  This workshop aims to 

demonstrate a novel technique for rapid production of 

high quality planting material of bananas and plantains.  

The method is referred to as the PIF (Plants Issued from 

stem Fragments)  technique and was developed by Dr. 

Moise KWA and Dr. Kodjo Tompeke of the African Center 

for Research on Bananas and Plantains.  The PIF tech-

nique takes advantage of the morphological and physio-

logical characteristics of Musa spp. to rapidly produce 

numerous banana or plantain plantlets from a single 

sucker.  Commonly available materials, such as a knife, 

plastic bucket and clear plastic, coupled with a little 

knowledge, will allow you to successfully produce 

healthy, clonal planting material in a low cost, techno-

logically appropriate manner.  The multi-step process 

will be demonstrated and explained in detail.  This tech-

nique commonly produces 20-30 fold multiplication, but 

can produce as many as 100-200 plantlets from a single 

sucker. 

Tim Watkins  is ECHO’s Nursery Manager, overseeing all aspects 

of plant propagation, purchasing and sales: nursery design, im-

provement, and maintenance; and nursery-related intern and 

visitor training.  He spent a year in the Central African Republic 

managing the Gamboula Agroforestry project. 
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THURSDAY AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS  I  1:30—2:30 

H 
Compost and Worm Compost  -  This outdoor work-

shop will focus primarily on compost and worm com-

post.  We will discuss the different methods for produc-

ing these valuable amendments and share experiences 

of using these mnaterials on the ECHO farm.  This 

workshop is our attempt at getting a better handle on 

the “best management practices” (BMPs) for small scale 

farmers in the realm of organic amendments and ferti-

lizers so that farmers can reliably and inexpensively 

produce and effectively use quality organic inputs. 

Danny Blank  has been with ECHO for almost 16 years, mainly 

as farm manager.  He has developed expertise in propagating 

growing and using a great number of the plants seen at ECHO, 

as well as in the farming systems demonstrated at ECHO.  He 

greatly enjoys working alongside and training interns, meeting 

with visitors, and opportunities to travel overseas to visit 

ECHO’s network. 

R 
Exploring Uses of Moringa  -  Robert Sanou and Tim 

Albright will provide an inside look of how growing and 

using Moringa has transformed the health and econom-

ics of the poor in Burkina Faso.  The various nutritional 

properties of Moringa will be briefly explored as well as 

the water cleaning properties of the seed powder but 

the main emphasis will be on the difference Moringa 

has made in people’s lives. 

Robert Sanou/Tim Albright  -  See Morning Session Bio. 

D 
*Farming with a BUV (Basic Utility Vehicle): Ag. Ap-

plications & Implements for BUV  -  In addition to 

transporting, BUV serves many mission organizations 

and we want to focus on income generating farm in-

puts/outputs the BUV can be used for in working the 

land.  The projects including farm co-ops.  The BUV can 

be used in Kingdom business to generate funds for 

ministry 

Will Austin  -  See previous BIo 

E 
*Sustainable Safe Drinking Water  -  See Tuesday’s 

Description 

Kurtis Daniel / D. E. Adams  -  See Tuesday’s Bio 

G 
*Rocket Stove Cooking Demonstration  - See Wednes-

day’s Description 

Jon and Flip Anderson  -  See Wednesday’s Bio 

L 
Soapmaking  -  Pat will teach and illustrate soap-

making methods she learned from Kay Cude. 

Pat Johnson  came to Florida from Michigan, and in 2000 

bought a five acre property in Labelle and began to grow 

herbs, vegetables and fruit.  Pat attended Kaye Cude’s classes 

at ECHO learning to grow herbs and make soap and skin 

cream.  In 2004 Kaye Cude was having trouble taking care of 

her farm on Orange River in Buckingham.  Pat and her brother 

(Tom) moved Kaye to the farm in Labelle where Kaye and Pat 

started teaching seminars making soap and skin creams.  Kaye 

died in May 2008 but Pat hopes to continue teaching others 

what Kaye handed down to her. 

F 
Training in permethrin application for mosquito 

nets, clothing, and gear.  Permethrin is an ordorless 

barrier that will repel and kill ticks, mosquitos, and 

chiggers.  Permethrin is odorless and durable when dry 

with one treatment effective for 6 weeks, including 

weekly launderings.  Permethrin will not stain or dam-

age clothing or gear.  Permethrin offers protection 

from insect-borne diseases, such as malaria and dynga 

fever.  Permethrin is promoted as a safe alternative to 

DDT. Delegates will receive training by Landon on safe 

and proper handling and offer tips and information on 

benefits of permethrin treatment. 

Landon Scholl—recently attended Messiah College, a Chris-

tian Liberal Arts College, where he graduated with a BS in Busi-

ness Administration (Leadership Concentration). Upon gradua-

tion he began work with Sawyer Products as a coordinator of 

Clean Water Initiatives using Sawyer PointOne water filter tech-

nology.  Through education and exposure to Sawyer’s Revolu-

tionary technology NGO’s, Churches, Missionaries, etc. have 

all given/gained the valuable benefits of potable water.   
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THURSDAY AFTERNOON  II 3:00—4:00 

I 
*Grafting tropical fruit and nut trees is such a popular 

subject that every year ECHO has grafting workshops at 

all afternoon sessions.  Topics: Each afternoon at the first 

session the teaching team will determine the interests and 

experience level of each delegate, then tailor-make the 

personalized instruction.  The first session is usually in-

struction and observation.  Second session delegates who 

attended any first session will have opportunity to prac-

tice grafting techniques they have learned. 

 

Crafton Clift is an expert with incredible experience 

grafting tropical fruits of many kinds.  He has traveled to 

many countries on fruit-tree collection expeditions.  Da-

vid and Jenny Burd are local instructors who operate a 

small tropical fruit nursery.  Lloyd Marsh owns a local 

citrus nursery and will be teaching citrus budding. 

R 
Beekeeping II  Concentration on bee diseases and how to 

treat them non-chemically.  Colony manipulation will be 

demonstrated, and there will be a discussion on building 

inexpensive equipment such as the African long hive and 

Kenya top bar hive. 

Harry Volker is an ECHO staff member and former pro-

fessional beekeeper.  Elmer Johnson is a professional 

beekeeper for 50 years here in south Florida and is a vol-

unteer in charge of caring for ECHO bees. 

C 
Meet the Speaker  -  How to Implement Agri/Animal 

Income Generation Activities for People with Only 

Small Plots of Land. 

 

Dr. Jan Morrow 

L 
*Using Artemisia for Malaria and Other Diseases.  

Learning by doing: we’ll explain the production and im-

portance of Artemisia tea as a main instrument in the 

fight against Malaria, AIDS, cancer, Hemorrhoids and oth-

er diseases.  Tasting the tea will make this workshop an 

unforgettable occasion.  Time providing, we’ll also pro-

duce Chilli (or Artemisia) ointment as an example of oint-

ment production. 

Ralph Wiegand    -  See Wednesday’s Bio 

Q 
Foundations for Farming Part 2  See “Foundations for 

Farming Part 1”, Part 2 will be more hands-on emphasiz-

ing techniques and establishing a model “well-watered 

garden.”  FfF was formerly called Farming God’s Way and 

has been very well received at the last 3 conferences. 

Andy Cotarelo/Joel Wildason  -  See Wednesday’s Bio 

O 
Hillside Farming Techniques  For the large percentage 

of poorer farmers who live in the highlands of the world, 

many don’t feel they have the resources to provide effec-

tively for their families.  How can we help these farmers 

make the best of existing resources, while at the same 

time help them to improve the environment in which they 

live?  

Larry Yarger  -  See Wednesday’s Bio 

P 
*Chapin Drip Irrigation Bucket Kits  A simple bucket 

drip irrigation system is being used worldwide to enable 

small-scale farmers to produce vegetables during either 

dry seasons or drought conditions.  A demonstration of 

this drip irrigation system will be presented as well as 

demonstrations of various other improved gardening 

technologies to assist in food security programs.  

Bill Chapin  -  One of the original inventors of drip-

irrigation, Dick Chapin holds patents for over 25 types of 

drip tape and manufacturing equipment.  As a deeply 

committed Christian he sought to find a way to use drip-

irrigation to help the poor and in doing so, developed the 

gravity-fed Bucket Drip Kit and founded Chapin Living 

Waters Foundation.  Bill Chapin, his son, is presenting at 

this year’s conference. 
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THURSDAY AFTERNOON  II 3:00—4:00 

B 
Importance of Life in the Soil  -  There is a growing under-

standing that the great “wild card” and real difference maker 

in soil is organic matter and the abundance and diversity of 

soil organisms it supports.  This presentation was given at 

the last two conferences (also covered in EDN 96), the 08 

Central American conference, and the 09 SE Asia Confer-

ence.  It is intended to help you understand how life below 

the ground is inter-connected to life above the ground, and 

how to repair damaged soil through land care practices that 

maximize and maintain soil organic matter and the diversity 

of soil life. 

Danny Blank has been with ECHO for almost 16 years, manly 

as farm manager.  He has developed expertise in propagat-

ing, growing and using a great number of the plants seen in 

the farming systems demonstrated at ECHO.  He greatly en-

joys working alongside and training interns, meeting with 

visitors, and opportunities to travel overseas to visit ECHO’s 

network. 

D 
*Empower Train:  Multi-purpose farm vehicle  -  See Tues-

day’s Description 

Mark Fisher  -  See Bio for Tuesday’s presentation 

E 
*Point of Use Water Filtration and Purification  -  See 

Wednesday’s Description 

Landon Scholl  -  See Bio for Wednesday’s presentation 

G 
*Building a Rocket Stove  -  See Wednesday’s Description Jon & Flip Anderson  -  See Bio for Wednesday’s presentation 

H 
*Using Vegetable Oil as a Fuel  -  See Wednesday’s De-

scription 

Matt Hess/Neal Curran  -  See Bio for Wednesday’s presenta-

tion 

A 
Farmer Managed Natural Regeneration Regreening Africa 

The reforestation technique called Farmer Managed Natural 

Regeneration (FMNR) is a simple, low-cost technique that 

relies on the protection, pruning and use of coppicing tree 

shoots.  This technique brings about rapid reforestation, 

environmental restoration and greatly enhances livelihoods 

through greater food security,  income generation and im-

proves farm resilience.  This workshop will outline the histo-

ry, process and results of FMNR which is now regarded a 

major success in sub-Saharan Africa.  Participants will be 

able to discuss its application to their situation and do some  

practical hands on FMNR in the ECHO demonstration farm. 

Peter Cunningham grew up on an irrigated horticultural 

property in southern Australia and has a Masters degree in 

Agricultural Science.  After working for 13 years in temperate 

forage agronomy, nitrogen fixation and plant breeding, he 

completed a Bachelor of Ministries at the Bible College of 

Victoria, Australia.  He and his family have been working with 

Serving in Mission for 8 years in Maradi, Niger Republic work-

ing on the Sowing Seeds of Change in the Sahel project.  This 

project is developing more resilient farming systems for the 

poor rural Hausa and Fulani farmers and includes the devel-

opment of edible Australian acacias  -  a new food crop for 

Africa. 
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Highland Fruit Production—Ralph Wiegand:  The Southern 

Ethiopian highlands (above 2200 m.a.s.) provide a conducive 

climate for Highland Fruit (HF) production (apple, pear, plum 

etc.).  Yet it needs the right people at the right time and place 

to get a niche production of a highly marketable product like 

these fruits going and growing.  Founding a marketing coopera-

tive with rural people, moving towards successful private tree 

nurseries, launching a self-sustainable HF Training Seminar:  He 

will tell the story with many lessons learned regarding sustaina-

ble development and the role the Church can play in this.  He 

will discuss achievements and challenges that may be an exam-

ple for others in different situations. 

 

 

 

 

 

Small-Enterprise Loans by FARMS International—Joseph Richter 

Farms International will present the results of a survey of small 

enterprise loans made to Thai Hmong and Mien families in north 

east Thailand.  The survey was designed to measure the spiritual 

as well as economic impact of the program now in its tenth year. 

: 

 

Using Youth Camps to Promote Agriculture—Keith Flanagan 

Very few young people want to stay on the farm.  Agricdulture 

is perceived by too many as a lowly way to make a living.  This 

must be changed!  This past summer a group of people orga-

nized an Agriculture and Environmental camp for young people 

15 to 20 years of age.  We were pleasantly surprised at the re-

sponse and interest of the young people and are already seeing 

many of them apply what they learned.  We will discuss some of 

the problems encountered, the topics covered, and the need for 

follow-up.  We encourage the input from other delegates who 

have conducted similar activities to share with the group 

 

 

 

 

Project Monitoring/Evaluation: Lessons from Whole Village 

Project in Tanzania—Dr. Kari A. Hartwig—This is a talk on the 

benefits of a strong monitoring and evaluation design with the 

Whol Village Project as a sample.  This is an interdisciplinary longi-

tudinal evaluation project underway in northern Tanzania and in-

corporates areas of natural resource management, conservation, 

livestock and agricultural production, public health, nutrition, edu-

cation and general socio-economics. 

Dr. Kari Hartwig is Program Director of the Whole Village Project 

at the University of Minnesota.  This is an interdisciplinary research 

and evaluation project based in Tanzania.  Previously, Hartwig 

worked as an Assistant Professor at Yale University School of Pub-

lic Health where she taught courses in program planning and eval-

uation among others.  She has graduate degrees in international 

development and public health and has participated in numerious 

development projects across Africa and Asia. 

 

THURSDAY EVENING SESSIONS 

ROOM “E”  7:25 p.m.—7:50 p.m. ROOM  “D”  7:25 p.m.– 7:50 

ROOM  “F”  7:25 p.m.– 7:50 p.m. ROOM  “G”  7:25 p.m.– 7:50 p.m. 

 

7:50—8: 00 Break 

8:00—8:15 Fill out evaluation 

8:15—8:25 Drawing for Prizes 

8:25—8:40 Closing Worship 

8:40—9:00 Closing Prayer of the Nations 
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POST CONFERENCE WORKSHOP I 

FISH FARMING—Dennis Murnyak, Ely Kisimbo 

Dennis and his Tanzanian colleague Ely will present a workshop on fish farming.  Bill Mebane 

will also relate experiences he has had doing fish farming in Haiti. 

10:00 a.m.  -  Noon 

2:00 p.m.  -  4:00 p.m. 

POST CONFERENCE WORKSHOP  II 

HOPE SEEDS—Mike Mueller 

Mike, a professional seedman, will give a tour of Hope Seeds in Bradenton, Florida.  He will 

present ideas on seed saving, selection and storage.  Two other Hope Seeds staff members will 

present related material. 

POST CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS AND STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 

POST CONFERENCE WORKSHOP III 

ROCKET STOVES—Ron & Flip Anderson 

Jon and Flip will demonstrate how to build and use a rocket cook stove. 

 

10:00 a.m.  -  Noon 

2:00  -  4:00 p.m. 



  

36  

EAC 2010 

POST CONFERENCE STUDY 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 

If you want to sign up for post-conference study or one of the workshops, please go to the 

Bookstore to do so and pay the fees.   

LIBRARY HOURS FOR STUDY 

FRIDAY: 

  

8:00 a.m. Library  opens 

8:30 a.m. Bus leaves hotel for ECHO 

12:00 noon Lunch will be provided at the pavilion 

5:00 p.m. Library closes 

 

 

SATURDAY: 

 

8:00 a.m. Library opens 

8:30 a.m. Van leaves hotel for ECHO 

12:00 noon Transportation will be provided for those who need to go and purchase their  

 lunch.  There are a few places within walking distance of ECHO. 

5:00 p.m. Library closes 

 A van will leave ECHO to return to the hotel if needed. 
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LIBRARY INFORMATION 

ECHO’s library located in the technical building across the pond from the office, contains a 

unique collection of books periodicals, subject files, individual plant files, CE-ROM”s, audio 

and video tapes devoted to international agriculture.  There are also computers with internet 

access and a telephone (for use with a calling card only).   WIFI is available both inside, and on 

the porch area. 

If you have a special research need and would like the Librarian to gather useful resources on 

that topic, please speak to Jane Volker at any time. 

 

Conference Library Schedule 

Tuesday 1:30 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 1:30 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Thursday 1:30 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Friday 8:00 a.m.—12:00 noon    1:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Saturday  8:00 a.m.—12:00 noon    1:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Please abide by the following requests so that we may efficiently serve your needs and those 

of your fellow delegates. 

 

NO ITEMS ARE TO LEAVE THE ECHO LIBRARY. 

 

Please return items to the book cart for re-shelving. 

 

When using a subject or plant file folder, take the whole folder with you to a table in the study 

area.  Do not mix up the contents of different folders. 

 

Please consume your food and drink outside on the porches before entering the library. 

 

A library volunteer will assist in making photocopies.  Copies cost 5 cents per side.  Make a 

note on your copy giving credit to the author and the source of the information. 

 

Computers may be used to check e-mail but limit your replies to brief notes.  Many delegates 

will want to use the computers for this purpose as well as for performing research searches. 

 

If you have your own laptop with wireless capability, feel free to use the library and even the 

porch to access the internet through our wireless router. 
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Raising Fish in Ponds                                                                                                                               

Meredith and Dennis Murnyak                                                                                                                

published by Heifer International. 

This is a very clear and simple “how-to” book based on a Lutheran Tilapia project in Tanzania.  Price 

$8.00 

 

How to Grow Fish in the Mountains                                                                                                           

Joseph E. Richter                                                                                                                                  

published by  Farms InternationaL.                                                                                            

An excellent, concise booklet written with a desire to see fish culture succeed in the mountainous areas 

of the Philippines 

Agrodok Series 

booklets published by Agromisa.  

Reviewed by Daniel Sonke. 

No. 15  Small-scale freshwater fish farming                                                                                               

No. 21  On-farm fish culture 

This is a popular series about small-scale and sustainable tropical agriculture.  The 30- to 80-

page booklets each offer a concise packet of information on a specific topic. Among the 27 

titles in this series are: Preparation and Use of Compost, Erosion Control in the Tropics, Fruit 

Growing in the Tropics, Vegetable Garden in the Tropics, Agroforestry, Hatching Eggs by Hens 

or in an Incubator, Preservation of Foods, Storage of Tropical Agricultural Products, Small-scale 

Production of Weaning Foods, and more. The latest title is On-farm Fish Culture. All titles are 

available in English and French; some are available in Spanish and Portuguese. Price: $10 

Raising Healthy Fish                                                                                                              

published by Christian Veterinary Mission.  

A booklet that describes, with examples and technical information, basic fish farming         

practices and principles. 

Fruits of Warm Climates 

by Julia Morton  

is an authoritative source for information on sub/tropical fruits from around the world.  Possi-

bly our most-used reference book at ECHO, this 505-page hardcover book has comprehensive 

information, excellent photographs, and practical growing hints for over 150 well- and lesser-

known fruits and related species.  It offers regional names, complete information on varieties, 

food value and toxicities, propagation, harvesting and storage, and medicinal uses, etc. of the 

various fruits.  It is an indispensable resource for anyone who works extensively with tropical 

fruit production. (from EDN 50) Book $70 Conference special -- $50, CD$50 

Seed to Seed                                                                                                                            

By Suzanne Ashworth  

A good seed saving reference is highly recommended for the rural development worker. All 

three of these books cover the basics of plant selection, pollination, harvesting, processing 

and storing seeds as well as information on individual plants. Price: $25 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Series on Veterinary Care                                                                                                              

Raising Healthy [Animals] Under Primitive Conditions. 

 

These booklets provide a lot of information!  Each booklet (80-180 pages) summarizes basic 

care of an animal, with housing and equipment, flock/herd management and nutrition, and 

disease and parasite prevention and control.  The books are like readable summaries of a text-

book on each animal.  Nutrient components of various tropical feeds is particularly interesting.  

Medicines and dosages for common illnesses are also listed, for those with access to commer-

cial treatments. 

The booklets are written by veterinarians with Christian Veterinary Mission.  Titles in the series 

include Pigs, Rabbits, Fish, Goats, Beef Cattle, Poultry (also in Spanish: Aves de Corral), and 

Dairy Cattle. Price: $10 to $13 

 

Where There is No Animal Doctor                                                                                        

by Peter Quesenberry & Maureen Birmingham                                                                       

published by Christian Veterinary  Mission 

This book teaches healthy animal care together with clinical care for diseases and otherwise 

anomalies in livestock.  Focusing on the use of local resources, it teaches safe and effective 

methods for preventing and treating diseases as well as the use of medicines that may be 

available locally.  Price $25 

 

Where There Is No Doctor 

 

An enduring classic covering basic health care for the average person in remote areas.       

Price: $20.     We stock the standard, international, Spanish and African Versions. 

 

Two Ears of Corn                                                                                                                       

by Roland Bunch 

 

We have had countless occasions to recommend Two Ears of Corn: A Guide to People-Centered 

Agricultural Improvement (250 pp.) since it was published in 1982.  Those of you with mini-

mal experience and reading in the area of community development could find it revolutionary.  

The rest will find it helpful, as well as a good introduction for those coming to work with you.  

If you have not read a book such as this I would put it in the must read category.  The needs 

around you are too great to ignore them just because you are not an "expert."  But there is 

great wisdom in learning what you can before moving ahead.  We arranged for a copy to be 

sent to John Douglas in Zambia after he asked our comments on some interesting agricultural 

projects that he was beginning.  He wrote back, "I don't think I have ever read anything that 

had such a practical grasp of both village problems and solutions.  I can already see that the 

book will make a difference in the way we carry out our program." The book is divided into 5 

sections: (1) General orientation (2) Getting started (3) Choosing and using technology (4) Ad-

ministration and (5) Expansion and Consolidation.  I especially appreciated the chapter on 

small-scale experimentation because this is at the heart of much that ECHO does.  The author 

shows that it is possible to find new and better methods or resources with your own experi-

ments and by involving the farmers in experimentation. Review by Martin Price in Amaranth to 

Zai Holes.   Price: $10          English, Spanish and French 
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Edible Leaves of the Tropics 

(194 pp.) by Franklin W. Martin and Ruth M. Ruberté  

Discusses the value of leaves in the diet and describes hundreds of edible leaves.  Green leafy 

vegetables, common weeds, tropical trees, spices and teas, and temperate vegetables in the 

tropics are included.  There is some information on toxic leaves and the culture of green-

leaved vegetables.  This book has been out of print since the early 1980s, but has been re-

printed by ECHO.  Price: $30 Conference special $7.50 

 

Growing Vegetables in Fiji 

ECHO receives letters every month from individuals who did not grow up in the tropics, but 

who now find themselves called upon to do vegetable gardening under tropical conditions.  

Some have not had previous gardening experience in any climate.  Now they may even be ex-

pected to teach the subject.  Kirk Dahlgren authored this helpful, concise book while working 

as a Peace Corps director in Fiji.  He discusses both tropical vegetables and techniques for 

growing temperate vegetables for which there may be considerable demand (and potential 

profit) in the tropics.  We found it so useful both in teaching basic gardening techniques and 

in bridging the gap between temperate experience and tropical realities that we reprinted it.  

Growing Vegetables in Fiji costs US$5. 

 

Producing Food Without Pesticides 

By Lowell Fuglie, Church World Service Senegal 

Reviewed by Kristin Davis in EDN 84. 

In EDN 64-5 we reviewed a report from Lowell Fuglie of the Church World Service in Senegal on 

his successful project with Moringa oleifera. He has published another book with CTA 

(Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation ACP-EU) on natural crop protection in 

West Africa. … 

The book provides very simple and precise explanations of how to use different methods of 

crop pest control. Although the book is written for pest control in West Africa, many of the 

pests, plants and techniques can be found and used throughout the Tropics and the book 

would be useful for anyone seeking local solutions to pest control.  Price: $15 

 

Amaranth to Zai Holes 

By Laura Meitzner and Martin Price  

At the center of our work is ECHO DEVELOPMENT NOTES. In EDN we share the most helpful, 

practical information that we come across about growing food under difficult circumstances. 

Many people find that they frequently refer to back issues, as most of the information does 

not become dated. They are interesting and a source of many new ideas to evaluate.  The first 

51 issues covering the first 15 years of EDN are available in book form, Amaranth to Zai 

Holes: Ideas for Growing Food Under Difficult Conditions.  This 404-page book contains updat-

ed articles arranged by topic.  The book and back issues of EDN are also available free of 

charge on our website. There is also a CD version that contains all of the back issues of EDN 

from 52 to present as well. 

Prices: Book - $30, CD - $20. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Let’s Restore Our Land 

Edited by Daniel E. Fountain, MD. Copyright 2007  

Written in a conversational style, this book brings up issues as a community leader might—

through dialogue and personal interactions.  It tells the story of a community that came to re-

alize that the soil that produces food was becoming weak, and the forests that provide many 

resources were disappearing. They recognized that God had given them the responsibility to 

care for and protect these natural resources that he has created and allows us to use. Under 

the leadership of Pastor Simon, the people in the community of Katindi made changes that in-

creased the fertility and production of their soil and began restoring the trees and forest that 

had almost disappeared. The increased prosperity of the people of Katindi encouraged people 

in other communities to make similar changes. Restoring their land and forests improved their 

lives and their nutrition. 

The book enables people to discuss and understand problems of the land and forests. It en-

courages them to consider how God would want them to respond, and it helps them determine 

solutions for these problems and how to put these solutions into practice. The resulting devel-

opment is community-based and shows people how to use resources available to everyone.  

Price: $5 

 

Food from Dryland Gardens                                                                                                  

by David Cleveland and Daniela Soleri. 

Published by ECHO, 2002 

Reviewed by Martin Price, Ph.D. 

Please note: This book is no longer in print. ECHO has CD roms only. 

The authors combine hands-on style with top academic training. Dr. Cleveland did his Ph. D. 

studies with small-scale farmers in NE Ghana and Dr. Soleri with maize farmers in Mexico. Both 

are co-directors of the Center for People, Food and the Environment and teach at the University 

of California in Santa Barbara. They have lots of hands-on gardening experience in Arizona and 

New Mexico where they worked with Hopi and Zuni Indian tribes. 

This large, 386-page book is filled with helpful illustrations. Surprisingly, there do not seem to 

be many books of a practical nature written on this important topic. It was written for field 

workers, extension agents, students, project workers, program planners and, of course, gar-

deners. The authors write from personal experience working in dryland Africa and in the North 

American Southwest. It is both a beginner’s guide and a reference for those with more experi-

ence. It helps the reader learn to observe and work with local people and to ask appropriate 

questions about the community, the environment, and the potential for gardens to improve 

nutritional, economic and social well-being.  The Food from Dryland Gardens CD-Rom can be 

purchased from ECHO for $11. 

 

ITDG Food Cycle Technology Source Books 

A “UNIFEM  (United Nations Development Fund for Women) series which aims to increase 

awareness of the range of technological options and sources of expertise as well as indicating 

the complex nature of designing and successfully implementing technology development and 

dissemination programmes.” These are single subject books about various Appropriate     

Technology subjects.    Price: $15. 



  

42  

EAC 2010 

BOOK REVIEWS 

African Friends and Money Matters 

By David Maranz. Copyright 2001 by SIL International. 224 pages. 

Reviewed by Ruth Poglitsh, Swaziland 

Westerners working in Africa are often directly responsible for overseeing the use and care of 

relatively large sums of money and physical resources. This leads to direct and continuing con-

frontations between African and Western ways of handling these things. In his book, David Ma-

ranz shares 90 observations about African economic and social systems. These observations 

address 95% of the issues that drive Westerners working in Africa crazy. It charitably explains 

the African point of view and how it differs from the Western perspective. Not all observations 

will apply in all locations, but this book is a great discussion starter with your African friends, 

co-workers, and employees. Price: $25 

 

Lost Crops of Africa. Volume 1: Grains 

National Academy of Sciences (383 pp.) 

First in a series on very promising but little-known or neglected species.  Writing was funded 

by USAID.  This inspiring volume (the first of three which are planned) discusses the potential 

of African grains for producing food and other products in Africa and around the world. 

The series is "intended as a tool for economic development" among those who may promote 

these crops for local cultivation, develop markets for the grains, and explore the multiple uses 

of these species.  The species discussed discussed in this series were selected from nomina-

tions by people around the world.  The information given about the crops helps readers to un-

derstand and appreciate the unique value of each plant and evaluate its potential for a given 

area.  There are also very insightful appendixes on "potential breakthroughs" in some of the 

most pressing problems for development workers, including grain handling and child nutri-

tion. 

The species covered include: African rice, finger millet, fonio (acha), pearl millets, sorghums 

(subsistence, commercial, specialty, and fuel and utility types), tef, other cultivated grains 

(guinea millet, emmer, irregular barley, and Ethiopian oats), and wild grains.  These plants of-

fer much promise because they tolerate many extreme growing conditions and produce well 

with minimal inputs.  They are generally nutritious and offer new flavors.  They also offer other 

benefits; for example, the "fuel and utility sorghums" are used as firewood, liquid fuels, soil 

reclamation, wind erosion protection, weed control, crop support, fibers, brooms, and animal 

feeds.  As with all the NAS books, further reading and many research contacts are given for 

each crop.     Price: $15 

 

Faith Garden Manual 

An ECHO and ADLOF Publication 

A training manual and guide to preparing and planting a family vegetable garden, this guide 

has been helpful for practitioners gardening at home, in hospitals and orphanages and in 

schools.  It includes sections on IPM, Home Pesticides, Companion Planting and worm com-

posting.    Price $15 
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Manual of Minor Vegetables                                                                                                                               

James Stephens 

(123 pp) From the University of Florida: “A compilation of cultural, descriptive, and historical 

facts of more than 100 of the minor, miscellaneous, or lesser-known vegetables includes 275 

illustrations and a brief discussion of each vegetables and it climatic adaptations, common us-

es and growing tips for Florida gardens.  Revised pictures and captions, 2004.        Price  

$7.50 

 

Kingdom Development                                                                                                                                             

by Jeff Palmer of the Asian Rural Life Development Foundation 

This is an introduction to doing community development from a Christian perspective.  It is 

based on the author’s years of experience as an agriculturalist and community development 

worker in the Philippines.  In less than 100 pages the author zeros in on key concepts for liv-

ing and working in a community.  Price $5 

 

Tropical Agriculturalist Series 

From CTA and Macmillan publishers: “A comprehensive series of practical field guides and 

textbooks on many aspects of agricultural production in the tropics covering both crops and 

livestock.” Each small book, generally between 100 and 150 pages, covers a single crop, ani-

mal or system in depth.  Prices range from $13 to $17. 

 

Saving Seeds 

By Marc Rogers   Price $13.00 

 

The Seed Savers’ Handbook 

By Michael and Jude Fanton   Price $17 

 

More with Less Cookbook                                                                                                                                           

A World Community Cookbook 

Recipes and suggestions by Mennonites on how to eat better and consume less of the world’s 

limited food resources.  This is a great little cookbook with simple, healthy and tasty meals 

from a Mennonite perspective.   Price $21 
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