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OUTLINE:

1. Tensions between conservation & 

development

2. A Biblical approach

3. Practical examples

4. Application



CONSERVATION

VS?

DEVELOPMENT

• Focused on humans

• Goal is to improve human 
wellbeing

• Views nature as resources to 
manage/exploit for the sake of 
humans

• Anthropocentric

• Focused on ”nature”

• Goal is to improve 
biodiversity/ecological wellbeing

• Views humans as problems to 
manage/restrain for the sake of 
nature

• Eco/biocentric



EXAMPLE: LAKE TANGANYIKA

Tanzania
D. R. Congo

Zambia

Kigoma

Mahale

Credit: Google Earth



THEOCENTRISM

Anthropocentrism Eco/biocentrism



SACRED GROVE IN TANZANIA



The earth is the LORD's, and 
everything in it, the world, 
and all who live in it.

–Psalm 21:1

“There are no unsacred 
places; there are only sacred 
places and desecrated 
places.”

–Wendell Berry
How to Be a Poet (2001) 





PSALM 8

LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory in 

the heavens. Through the praise of children and infants you have established a 

stronghold against your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger. When I 

consider your heavens, the works of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you 

have set in place, what is humanity that you are mindful of them, human beings that 

you care for them? You have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned 

them with glory and honor. You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you 

put everything under their feet: all flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild, the 

birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. LORD, 

our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 





COLOSSIANS 1:16-20

For in [Christ] all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been 

created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 

firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 

making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.



THE LAUSANNE CAPE TOWN COMMITMENT

“The Bible declares God’s redemptive purpose for creation itself. Integral mission 

means discerning, proclaiming, and living out the biblical truth that the gospel is 

God’s good news, through the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ, for individual 

persons, and for society, and for creation. All three are broken and suffering because 

of sin; all three are included in the redeeming love and mission of God; all three 

must be part of the comprehensive mission of God’s people” (Part I, Section 7).



THEOCENTRICISM

1. Gives us a basis for properly valuing creation

2. Gives us a basis for properly valuing each other

3. Directs our efforts to God as service and worship

4. Offers hope in the face of loss and despair
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